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Mmervam narrat Homeras^ poetarnm princeps, inter bel<* 
hntium turmas Diomedi apparuifle ; oculorumque caliginemy 
vt beUantes Deos ^ab hominibus pofTet difcernercy difcuf&fle. 
Quod figmentum Plato in Alcibiade Secundo> p. 1509 torn, ii* 
nihil interpretator quam rationem ipfam, quae, difcufTa caligine 
qua quifqne tenetur, animum &cibu8 purgaty ut inala bona¥e 
poffit propiu9 contcmplari. 
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MAOMESS, INSANITV, tUNAcV, PHRENZYi 

MENTAL DERANGEMENt, DISORDERED 

SPIRITS, DISTRACTION;' 


X HESE words, even in commdil cbhVer^ 

Jation are aittodg well-bred people nicely 

and cautioufl^F llfedT-with iliueh refle^^ion 

too, althoi^h to a foreign ear they may po& 

ilbly found as if fynottymouSi-^Yet Italiand 

In particular fhould recoiled^ thftt their own 

Cicero is much of the fame opinion with 

our Johnfon^ who fays that were we to 

ipeak rigoroufly, perhaps no human mind 

is exadly in its right ftate $ becaufe there is 

. no man whofe ima^nation does not fbme^ 

times predominate over his reafon i no man 

vouju B wia 
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« 

who can regulate his attention wholly by 
his Willi and whofe ideas will come and go 
at liis command ; no man in whofe mind 
airy notions do not fometimes tyrannize, and 
force him to hope or fear beyond the limits 
of fobcr probability. ♦AH power of fancy 
over reafon is a degree of insanity j but 
while this power is fuch as we can controul 
and reprefs, it is not vifible to others, or 
confidefed as any proof of mental de- 
rangement : nor can we juflly pro- 
nounce it MADNESS, till it becomes ungo- 
vernable, and influences apparently the 
fpeech'or adlon of the perfon in queftion* 
Qm fit adfedus (fays the Roman orator,) 
eum dominum efTe rerum fuarum vetant 
duodecim tabulae* Itaque hon eft fcrip* 
tum fi iNSANUs, fed fi furiosus efie 
incipit.— For it appears that the laws of the 

« 

twdve tables confidered it as poilible enough 
— - and fo it ^s no doubt— that people 'may 
go' through the cbtnmon forms of life, and 

Its 
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its ftated duties too, in many cafes i^thout 
being jconfidered as out of their minds at all { 
yet, to the penetrating eye of Willis, or phU 
lofophical arrangements of Arnold, would 
foon betray fymptoms of disordereo spi- 
rits. A* friend once told me in confidence^ 
that for two years he durfi: not ever eat soi 
apple, for fear it (hould make him*drunk') 
but as he took care to afSgn no reaJbn for 
Hs forbearance, and as no man is*much fo- 
licited to eat apples, the oddity efcaped no* 
tice ; and would not hive been known at 
this hour, ,but that he told me many years 
after he had recovered his fenfes to perfec* 
tion, and told it as an inftance of concealed 
IN s A N I T Y. The famous Chriftopher Smart, 
who was both a wit and a fcholar, and vi* 
fited as fuch while under confinement for 
MADNESS, would never have had a com- 
miilioh of LUNACY taken out againft him, , 
had he managed with equal ingenuity—- 
for Smart's melancholy fhewed itfelf only ia 

B 2 a pr«- 
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a fafdxxnatiird excitement to prayef, WbSdEb 
hi hd^'h us n' daty pot to .centrdoi or re^ 
jjj?fefe-^takl*^ ctupieddc la lettrt our Hefled 
jSaTiqur'? injunftion to pra^ mihout aafingw 
---iSathat bcgit»ing by regular addTcflca at 
ftated itiffles- to the Almigfity, he went oa 
jto^ cafl his- friends from their dinners^^ dr 
|Seds» or placed of recreatioil, whenever that 
Imptiire towards prayer pref!ed upon hife* 
ii^ind. Ift every odier tranfadion of Hfe no 
XQ^nTe wits could he more regular than thofe 
rf Sftna^^ for this prevalence of one idea; 
pertinaciouily keeping the firft place in hia^ 
head^ had in no fenfe except what imme- 
diately, related to itfelf, perverted his judg» 
meat at all ^ his opinions were unchanged aa- 
^efore^ nor did he feem more likely to fall 
into a ftate of DLisTRACTroi<^ than any 
other man ;. lels fb perhaps, as he calmed 
every ftart of violent paffion by prayen 
Now, had this eminently unhappy patient 
been equally feized.by the ppccept of pray^ 
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ittg in ftcrH\ as no one woxdd then have 
\^<txi diftuirbed by his irregularities, it would: 
have been no one^s ibtereil to w4tch over 
or cure them; and the abfur^ky ^Quld 
poffibly h|Lve confumed itfelf in private, 
like that of my friend who^fejired lyi Apple 
ihoi}I4 itftoXicate him. I i^ell cemember 
how . »fter the oonamiffipn wfts put in fcarce^ 
ppcMT fallow ! he got money frpm thelceep- 
^ of the mad-houfe for t^^chiog his little 
boy$ liatia,^ — z, yto(:liy as vulgar people 
would imagine, »that his intdteds were 
Ibuods ioi: mean obfervers fuppofe all 
MADNESS to be PHRENZY, and think a 
perfon insane in proportion as he is wild, 
»nd difpofed to throw the things about-— 
whereas experience fliows that fuch tempo- 
rary fufpenfibns of the mental faculties are 
oftener connected with delirium than with 
fttanh^ ^nd, if not encouraged and .ftimu*^ 
lated by drunkennefs, axe ieldom of long 
duration: whereas in n^tiotul t»A idisfd 

B3 MADNESS, 
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» 
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MADNESS, particularly the firft, many 
fyiiiptoms are ouly cunningly fupprefiedy^ 
not cured ; couched like a catara^ in the 
eye, but not eradicated, and ftill percepti- 
ble enough to thofe who make fuch mala-* 
dies their own peculiar ftudy. With regard 
to mere ufe o{ words, I think lunacy 
feems to be the legal term, insanity, and 
fometimes melancholy, the medical ones } 

while PHRENZY, MADNESS and DISTRAC- 

TiON are the poetical expreflions of what 

we call MENTAL DERANGEMENT, Or DIS*-* 

ORDERED SPIRITS^ * in ^egant conveifa- 

■# 
tion^ 


MAIN, OCEANi. SEA, 


APPEAR fynonymous, yet are not fo in 
ftridnefs j — the firft being rather a poetical 
^in a cQnveriation word, and which ought 

to 
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to be applied even in verfe I think only 

to the Pacific or Atlantic ocean; becaufe 

MAIN, deriving its. etymology folely from 

its bulk and extenfion of jparts, ma onus, 

fhould not be applied to the Baltick, the 

Cafpian, or other inferior and inland seas. 

which, fpeaking with geographical cxaitnefs, 

are rather to be called gulphs and lakes :— 

and though Milton does fomewhere make 

mention of the CErythrean main, 'tis in an 

early compofition — he grew more attentive 

when he wrote the Paradife Loft. One 

might, however, without imputation of pe- 

dantry, or affedation of unufual corre<Sinefs, 

tell how a friend's only fon had fuch a paC 

fionate defire to go to sea, that undoter'd 

by every argument his friends could poffibly 

urge concerning the well known dangers 

ancf terrors of the main, which ddubtlefs 

tormented their imagination with equal 

force, as hope of change, and confidence 

of conquering thofe perils feduced tht 

B 4 warmer 
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warmer ^cy of the bpyji— -^e fet o^$ 
upoa a ^ifcovering party, with a fquadrqii 
intended to in:ake the circuit of our Earth, 
and fuflbi^g a variety of hardihips, . dif* 
trefles and fatigues, at length arrived fafe 
at home, having widi difficulty furyived 
(he veflel he fet iail in, ^ad having after her 
ihipwreck been obliged to crof$ th$ ocean 
in a little ikiiT, vrith fliort allowance, and no 
accommodation. We hope for his poor mo«f 
ther's fake he will now content hiqifelf to 
flay qi^iletly ip England, and feek for wealth 
pt £une in paths lefs perilous : this is the 
more to be ^xpe£ted as his father died two 
years ago, fo diat all pleafure in thwarting 
his anthprity is at an end— for which pur« 
pofe alone many frplicks are committ^ by 
thoughtlefs youths whp run into ruin only 
to prove their fpirit of independance. 


MALAPERT, 
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MALAPERT, SAUCY, IMPERTINENT, 


-— rr 


THE laft of thefe has by corruption her 

«ome the common conyerfadon word, and 

filmed the firft, which is the proper one, out 

of good company : for by impertinent 

is mfunt in ftria propriety the man whom 

X^9 prutere^ tranflating the charaders of 

TbepphniftuSi <:alls k Cvntreiemsj who goes 

to fuppf r with his miftrefs when he hears 

^e has an ague, and inveighs againfl: the 

inamage ftate when invited to celebrate 

a wedding dinner — ^with a hundred fuch 

J ... 

triclb, the completeft of v^ich in the origi- 
fial £:em8 to be bis looking on gravdy while 
a gentleman to whom he profeffes friendfhip 
corrc^s his favourite flave, encouraging 
him to proceed by magnifying the fellow's 
tzultj applauding the mailer's attention to 
goo4 difcipline, &cr— till turning fuddenly 

and 
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and fpeaking to a flander-by, he adds : I 

took juft this yeryfame method myfelf once 

« 

with the clevereft lad you ever faw, and he 
ran away from mc the next day— nor could I 
ever catch hold of him more : I'm furc Was 
acting precUely in the fame manner cod m9 
juft tile bed fervant I ever had in my lif^ 
Now nothing of this perverf^nefs is re- 
quired to form what we at prefedt- are con^ 
tent to call impertinence, falfely enough, 
—for the MALAPERT mifs, or saucy cham- 
bermaid, of^en pofTefs ikill fufficient to fime 
their fprightly infolence and lively ralUejgr 
reafonably well — that fudden burft of con- 
fidcnt felf-fufiiciency, by the vigorous f^Uy 
of which, virtue herfelf may be foqaetimesi 
confpunded, ^nd learning often feels abafhr 
cd and overwhelmed j while the antagonift, 
fafe in her^pwn fex a,nd ftation, enjoys the 
triumph of levity, and titters delighted with 
the di%race of her fupcriors. Such feems 
tp have been the behavipqr of gentlewomen 

a in 
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in Swift's time, — Irifh ones at leaft ; and 
fuch feem likewife the damfels defcribed by 
Mr. Boyle, when Eufebius fays, ** In truth 
good Lindamour I feel my civility as ntiuch 
endangered by the company of fuch females, 

however beautiful, as is my chaflity,«-H(eeiiig 

» » _ 

that we muft acknowledge it diiEcultin fucfi 
tafes to controul that ^irit of reprebenfioo, 
which if let loofe would poflibly more quidb* 
ly ^3;citQ their mirth than their refentment.*' 
— 3uch fair ones may ftUl be found, with 
diligent fearch I believe— -and to be ferlous, 
whoever wilhes to learn the full meaning of 
the word ikiAi^APERT, may ftudy the ready 
reQ)onfe4 of zs\ £nglifli mif$, or an Italian 
ch4nibermaid« ^ 


i« -♦ 
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IhlAIJCE, MALICIOUSNESS, MALIGNITY, 


I 1 . 


_ • 

THESE TRrpr4s run rather in a cUniax 
:than a parallel ; the £rft has the fofteft fvg^ 
*mfication <£ th^ tbfee^ and conveys fome- 
vj\aX like an idea pi bufToonerjr mingled 

» • • • ■ 

"With the other more pernicious ingredients. 
But while ill-educated and natpn^ly coarfe 
people are tempted to laugl^ at tricks of 

• • • 

merry malice, all wifh to be thought in^ 
capable of ferious and intentional MAf^ici* 
cnsNEss; and even the man whp would 
not fertiple to confefs that once la his life 
perhaps he had felt impulfc^s towards even 
ibis deviation from virtue and from ho- 
nour, provoked by fome perfon who had 
croffed his ambitious defigns, or thwarted 
through MALICE his amorous purfuits — 

« 

would refent a charge of malignity as 
the heavieft of all imputations. For my 

fj own 


Own part I ttiink the whole tnutnvirate f^ 
hateful, thsLt when I fee babies not difcou^ 
caged from playing e^ch othef fome ma^' 
Liciotjs trii^ I tremble left fuch tempen 
fltould i^^ipeh into difpofitiom of the wdit 
fort;— and if combined wiCh feeblenefs of 
nature, (hew eiarly fyirtptoids of that vile 
MALi6NiTYy which poifons what it caa« 
not fubdue, and faps the character it dare» 
not to arraign^ 


■ V'"'-*-*"* ■ '■ >'*-~^ 


•M^ 


MANNERS, MOKAL&, MORALITY. 


NOT ftriSly fynonymons fare, while we 
fiiy, the MANNERS of a great people, the 
HORAiriTY of an individual, and cSall a 
book of MORALS one which pro&fies to^ 
teach either the dqdrine or pradice of 
ethics. In* oppodtiou to reli^icui duties^ wtf 

daft 
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cill thoie the moral ones which refer to 
the laft fix commandments of the Decalogue, 
and apparently relate to focial life alone, but 
which our Savour has enforced by faying 
that wbatfocver you do to tbtfc my brethren 
you (jlo it unto me-^hy this means conne^ing 
piety with virtue; while the moralift is 
made to underftand, that his works — (to 
b^ re<:eived as fuch^ — muft emanate from 
faith, and be fandified through obedience ; 
and the mere ritualift, or enthufiaflic votary 
of religious folitude, is informed, thajt no 
commutation will be accepted for breach of 
MANNERS. — I know you not (fays our 
Lord), depart from me all ye workers of 
iniquity. — So carefully indeed has Jefus 
Chrift provided to keep entire this union 

« 

which bigots and fcepticks alike labour to 
deftroy, that one may obferve throughout 
the whok- biography, how his moil fkiking 
and immediate rewards were beftowed on 
thofe who excelled iQ faith^ his heavieft 

judgments 
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« 

judgments denounced on thofe whofe con- 
duct ran counter to morality. 


MARRIAGE, WEDDING, NUPTIALS, 


ALTHOUGH thefe are all common 
converfation words, they can fcarcejy be 
ufed fynonymoufly. There is a treaty of 
MARRIAGE going forward in fuch a family, 
fay we, and I expedt an invitation to the 
WEDDING dinner, as Ms reported the pa- 
rents are difpofed to celebrate thefe i^up- 
TiALS with great fcftivity, and very few 
fiiends of the family will be left out. 

Meantime our great triumph over fo- 
reigners, who vifit us from warmer climates, 
is in the fuperior felicity of our married cou- 
ples J nor do 1 praife thofe fuperficial writers 
who fo lament the infideKties committed 
among us — in papers which carried to the 

Continent 
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Ck>ntifient tend to niake them beliere thai 
is ho more conjugal attachment iti Britein^ 
than at Genoa ot Venice. — ^Triith is, we 
find in all great capitals an ill example £dt 
by a dozen women of di(lin£lion who givcf 
the tan as *tis called ; and with regard td 
fuch, London- confefies her fhard : — y^t is 
the mafs of middling people left Untainted | 
and even among our nobility, thofe of the 
iirfl: fortune and dignity in England live 
tvith ail Arcadian conflancy and true afiec-^ 
tion, fuck as can very rarely hsqppen in nsL^ 
tions where a contraiy condufi is neitheif 
punifhed by tlie Legiflature^ nor cenfured 
by Society j for there is no need to refolvct 
virtue and vice into tScGt of climate^ iinle& 
We are fuppofed to improve or degenerate 
like animals which whiten as they approach 

9 

the Pole — human nature will go wrong if 
religion forbears to reftrainy and gpvent* 
thent negleds to punifh. 


MitTURXTt 
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MATURITY AKB RIPENESS 




ARE each of them converfation wordS| 
but we ufe the firft chiefly as a figure of the 
fecond, and apply it fomething more feriouf- 
ly. — If you gather fruit (fay we) in fuch i 
ftate of exceflSlve ripeness that your An- 
gers are in danger of breaking them during 
the operation, they never can be expefted 
tp (land the procefs of preferving ; becaufe 
^hen parts will admit no more expan- 
fion, the very brandy you put to keep them; 
will caufe them to burft : in like manner 
will a wife inan put his intents or fchemes 
in executicm before they arrive at that full 
MATURITY which is likely to bring for- 
ward a difcovery at the very inftant of pro- 
jedlion, and ruin his defign in it& crifis. 


VOL* !!• C MAZE, 
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MAZE, LABYRINTH, PERPLEXITY. 


The curious ftrudurcs formed of ojd in 
Egypt, Crete, and ages afterwards in Tuf- 
tanj, by Porfenna, have given the two 
firft pf thefe words to every modem lan- 
guage as a fynonyme for the third. They 
have now none but a, figurative fenfe, I 
think; becaufe a labyrinth conflru&ed to 
puzzle in a garden, is confidered, and juftly, 
as a childiih play tiling — I know of no fuch 
trifle * in any Englifh pleafure ground, un-. 
lefs that left ilanding in Hampton-Court 
Gardens be confidered as one; proof of 
King William's Dutch tafte — And why is it 
fo confidered ? merely becaufe it is impoflS- 
ble for fuch a 1»{AZ£ to be made, in the prc^ 
fent fituation of life and manners, large 
enough to anfwer the real purpofes of con- 
ceal ment 
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treatment and myftery, which would t:afi:e 
tip a fpace of twenty miles In circumference, 
and might be appropriaited to ufeS, or kt 
leaft be liable! to fiifpiciohs, df a terfifyirtg 

nature. In old aHftotratic days, and In 
femi^barbarous nations^ grofs Violations of 
every virtue lived unrioticed, ' arid died 
away imdetedied, frorti the permJffion man- 
kind tacitly gave to cveiy idda of privacy 
^hd feclufion : wHerd man unwatched by 
than, trutified for v^ry want of bbftrvance 5 
talents knguilhed for lack of cultivation ; arid 
while rich minds were fuffefed to run over 
Ivith weeds, poor ones perifhed in their ori- 
ginal nakediiefs, froni th?it cold which never 
wiis thawed by confolation. It is, however. 
Worthy to be remarked, that upon quittirtg 
this dark labyrinth^ we find ourfelves 
fuddefnly tranfported into a broad light fo 
ftrorig and violent that our eyes, tinable to 
contend with its power, are dazzled into 

C a - . PERPLEXITY, 
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PERPiEXiTY, little lefs dangerous than the 
tenebrous ftate we left behind : while every 
petty tranfkftion is torn forth and expofed 
to public view; lives of our neighbours 
written before they are ended, and letters 
of our own publiflied and fold to our very 
felves ; . anecdotes of one another become 
the only reading, and, true or falfe, are now 
-the welcome exchange for money, time, 
and peace. But furely the reverfe of wrong 
is not right, while truth and common fenfe 
Ue in the middle way ; and he who wilful- 
ly driveSf his Pegafus out of that path, will 
in time fire the world about his ears, like 
Ph^Jelon when he neglefted the precepts of 
his parent Apollo, ruler of definy^ that faid 
fo wifely, 

Medio tutiiTimus ibis, 
.Neu te.dexterior tortum d<ecrmet in anguem^ 
Neve finiftcrior preflUm rota ducat ad aram \ 
Inter utruntque tene. 

MELODY, 
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MELODY, HARMONY, MUSICK. 


THESE terms are ufed as lynonymcs 
anly by people who revert not to their deri- ^ 
vation ; when the laft is foon difcovered to 
contain the other two, while the firft means 
merely the air — or, as Italians better exprefs 
ityla cantilena — becaufe our very wprd me- 
LODy implies honey-fweet Jinging^ mellifluous 
fucceflion of Hmple founds, fo as to produce 
agreeable and fometimes almoft enchanting 
effedt. Meanwhile both co-operation and 
combination are underftood to meet in the 
term harmony; which, like every other 
fcience, is the refult of knowledge operating 
upon genius, and adds in the audience a 
degree of aftonifhment to approbadon^ eu- 
riching all our fenfations of delight, and cluf- 
tcring them into a maturity of perfection. 

C 3 jkiELODir 
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Melody is to harmony what inno-r 

ft 

fence is to virtue ; the laft could not exift 
without the former, oa which they are 
founded ; but we eftcem him who enlarges 
fimplicity iptp excell^nce^ and prize tjie 
opening chorus of Acis and Gajatea beyond 

■ 

the Voi Amanti of Qiardini, although this 
lafk-named compofitipn is elegant, and the 
other vulgar. 

Where the original thought, however^ 
like Gorregio's Magdalen in the Drefden 
Gallery fet round with jewels, is loft in the 

« 

blaze of accompaniment, our lofs is the lefs 
if that thought fhould be fomewhat coarfe 
or indeli9ate; but musick of this kind 
pleafes an Italian ear far lefs than do Sac- 
phini*s fweetly foothlng melodies, never 
overlaid by that fiilnefs of harmony witi; 
which German compofers fometimes per? 
plex inftead of informing their hearers. His 

choruiTes in Erifile, though nothing deficient 

either 
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tather in richnefs or radiance, are ever trans- 
parent ; while the charming fubjed: (not an 
inftant loft to view) reminds one of fomc 
fine fhell coloured by Nature's hand, but 
feen to moft advantage through the clear 
waves that wafli the coaft of Coromandel 
when mild monfoons are blowing. With 
regard to musick, Plato faid long ago, that 
if any confiderable alteration took place in 
the ivrusiCK of a country, he ihould, from 
that fingle circumftance, predict innovation 
in the laws, a phange of cuftoms, and fub- 
verfion of the government. Roufleau, in 
imitation of this fentiment, which he had 
probably read tranjlated as well as myfelf, 
aftually foretold it of the French, without 
acknowledging whence his ideafprung; and 
truly did he foretell it. " The French," 
j[ays he, " have no music K now — nor can 
Jiave, becaufe their language is not capable 
4pf mufikal expreffion ; but if ever they do 

C 4 get 
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get into A better ftylc — (which they cer- 
tainly foon did, changing Lulli and Rameau 
for Gluck and for Piccini) — tant pis 
pour tux.^^ 

RoufTeau had indeed the fate of Caffan^ 
dra, little lefs mad than himfelf ; and Bur- 
ney juftly obferved, that it was ftrange a 
nation fo frequently accufed of volatility 
and caprice, fhould have invariably mani- 
fefled a fteady perfcveraftce and conftancy 
to one particular taftc in this art, which the 
ftrongeft ridicule and contempt of other 
tountrles could never vanquifli or turn out 
of its courfe. He has however lived to fee 
them change their mode of receiving plea- 
fure from this very fcience ; has feen them 
accompli/h the piredidtions of RoufTeau, and 
confirm the opinions of Plato j feen them 
murder their own monarch, fet fire to their 
own cities, and blaze themfelves away — a 
wonder to fools, a beacon to wife men. This 

example 
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example has at leaft ierved to (hew the ufe 
of thofe three words which occafioned fo 
long a (peculation. Melody is chiefly ufed 
fpeaking o£ vocal musick, and harmony 
means many parts combining to form com- 
pofition. Shall I dfgrefs in faying that this 
latter feems the genuine tafte of the ^nglKh, 
who love plenty and opulence in all things ? 
Our MELODIES are commonly vulgar, but 

w^e like to fee them richly dreft ; and the 
late (illy humour of llftening to tunes made 
upon thtee notes only, is a mere whim of 
the moment, as it was to dote upon old baU 
lads about twenty or thirty years ago ; it 
wiU die away in a twelvemonth- for fim^ 
plicity cannot pleaie without elegance : nor 
does it really pleafe a Britifh ear, even when 
exquiiitely fweet axyl delicate. We huj 
Blair^s Works, but would rather ftudy War- 
burton's ; we talk of tender Venetian airs, 
but our hearts acknowledge HandeL Meaa<* 

time 
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devotion of that warm foil is tendemefs, not 
fublimity ; — and either the natives imprels 
their gentle fouls with the contemplation of 
a Saviour newly laid, in innocence and 
infant fweetncfs, upon the fpotlcfs bo- 
fom of* more than female beauty — or 
clfe rack their foft hearts with the afHiift* 
ing paflions ; and with eyes fixed upon .a 
bleeding crucifix, weep their Redeemer's 
human fufferings, as though he were never 
to re-affume divinity. Meantime the piety 
of Lutheraqjir foars a fublimer flight ; and 
when they fet before the eyes of their glow- 
ing imagination Mefliah everbleffed, they 
kindle into rapture, and break out with 
pious tranfport. 

Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, &c. 

^bey think of him that fitteth high above the 
heavens, begotten befprc all worlds ! 


Effulgence of the Father I Son beloved! 


With 
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With fuch impreffions, fuch energies, 
fuch infpiration — Milton wrote poetry, and 
Handel compofed musick. 




MISTAKE, ERROR, MISCONCEPTION. 


WHOEVER thinks thcfe words ftriaiy 
fynonymous will find himfelf in an ERROR ; 
while he who fays he wandered out of his 
way between London and Bath, from mere 
MISCONCEPTION, makes a comical mis^ 
TAKE — for he only committed an error 
in negle^ing to punifli thofe who turned 
him out of the right xozAfor a joke. Thefe 
are the niceties of language that books never 
teach, and converfation alone can eftablifh* 
Let foreigners however fettle it in their 
minds, that the word firft ufed in this catar- 
2 logue 
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logue of falfe ap{)reheh{ion, is ufed when oiic 
man or one thing is taken for another : the* 
iecond applies much wider, and we fay it of 
all who deviate from the right path, whether^ 
that deviation is or is riot caiifed by a mere 
Mistake : the latter feems lefs an a£t of 
the will than either of the other two ; 'tisr 
more a perverfion of the head than any thing 
elfe, and its refiftance againfl: convi£tion car-» 
ties with it fomewhat laughable. A noble- 
man, for inftanee, employing his archite<9: 
to fhew him the elevation of a hodfe he iit- 
tended to build, the artift i ^oduces a draW* 
ing made with Indian ink. This is no bad 
form of a houfe, fays my lord, but I dort't 
like the colour — my houfe fhall be ^biti^ 
By all means, replied the builder, this is a 
white houfe. No, this is black and white, 
methinks— evidently fo, indeed-*-and ftriped 
about fomehow in a way that does not pleafe 
me. Oh dear ! no fuch things my lord— 

tht 
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iht houfe win be white enough. That I 
don't know, Sir; if you contradift n\y 
fenfes now^ you may do the (amctben : but 
my houfe fliall not be patched about with 
black as this paper is — it fhall be all clean 

Portland ftone. Doubtlefs, my lord j what 
you fee here is perfedly wbiUj I affurc you* 
You are an impudent fellow (anfwers the 
proprietor), and endeavour to impofe upon 
me, becaufe I am npt converfant in thefe 
matte3:s, by perfuading me that I do not 
know black from white j but I do know an 
honeft man from a rogue — ^fo get about 
your bufinefs direftly, no fuch ihall be my 
architetEL 

This was misconception. When the 
feux Martin Guerre came to France from 
India, and took poffeffion of the houfe, lands, 
wife, &€• of a man whom he ilrongly re- 
fcmbled, and who, by four or five years ab- 
fcnce from his family, was fo forgotten by 

them 
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them that neither brother nor. flfters found 
out the impofturc — their carefles and obedi- 
ence, their rents and profits were all intended 
to the perfon of another man, and were only 
paid to him by a fatal but innocent mis- 
TAKE. But when the jury condemned a 
man wholly unconcerned in the bufmefs to 
fufFer for a crime one of themfelves had 
committed, nor ever found out that good 
evidence was wanting to prove his guilt, tiU 
the real perpetrator of the murder owned it 
himfelf in private to the judge— they aded 
with too little <raution and delicacy, and have 
been always juftly cenfured for the ERROR. 
The fads are all acknowledged ones. 


MOBy 
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MOB, POPULACE, THE LOW PEOPLE, THE 

VULGAR ; 


DENOMINATIONS by which feve- 
ral conditions of men delight in defcribing 
thofe below them in regard to talents, birth, 
or fortune: — the great vulgar and the 
finall, fays Cowley, fpeaking of ignorant 
p^rfons; but we commonly apply it to thofe 
whofe coarfenefs of manners and meannefs 
of behaviour preclude them from admiflSon 
into elegant or civil fociety. * And fo true 
is this poiition, that defcent, however illut- 
trious, will not be found fuflScient to keep 
perfons out of low life and company who 
have an innate propenfity as it were towards 
debafing themfelves ; witnefs fome unhappy 
females, who, although highly born and de- 
cently educated, are contented to lead and 

VOL. II. D • finifli 
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finifh their lives amongft the dregs of fa* 
cicty, apparently from original tafte. 

Meantime nothing is fo offenfive to Eng- 
lifli men or women in general (for exceptions 
only ferve to prove the rule), as to be rated 
among the low people or the vulgar, 
confcious that every native of our happy 
country may die a gentleman if he will but 
learn to live like one* Even thofe whonr 
every foul but themfelves count aa members 
of the POPULACE, wifti not to be thought 
fuch J but, if touched on that firing which 
vibrates at the word honour or genteel be- 
haviour, will fpeedily join in defpifing a 
MOB, and unite themfelves to that party 
which boafts better education* It is indeed 
a proof of the vikft depravity when maa is 
fo far debafed as to delight in his own mean-* 
. nefs, and fay with the French, for whom 
that bafenefs was referved, Lofig live thefant^ 
culottes ! We will however hope better iL- 
7 luminatioiL 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 35 

lumination even to them ; and as 'tis the firft 
charadieriftic of their fe£t to be unliable, the 
old grammatical axiom may end perhaps at 
laft in a maxim of politics, when we fay, 
Neutrum modo^ mas modo ruzGUs. 


-- • - ' ' I J I i ->;=»=g»gr-— -~= ] ^ . ■ ■ 


MONEY, CASH, COLE, ASSETS, READY RINO, 

CHINK, CORIANDERS ; 


FORM a (bring of hateful words— fyno- 
nymous enough, however, or nearly fo, in 
the vulgar and defpicable dialed of coarfc 
traders in the hour of merriment j but to be 
ever feduloufly avoided by thofe who mean 
xo be thought eminent for choice of phrafe 
and elegance of converfation. The firft is, 
after all thefe heavy denunciations, a necet 
Ikry and proper term, when bufinefs comet 
*o be ferioufly fpoken upon : the fecond 1% 
always pert and pedantic, unlefs ufed in its 

D 2 native 
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native foil, the banker's fhop, where it meanft 
coin, oppofed to notes; fuch money as may 
be kept in a caisse or ftrong-box, is pro- 
perly and from that derivation juftly deno- 
minated CASH. The fourth word on this 
unpleafing lift is likewife of French etymo- 
logy, and belongs rather to the cant of law- 
yers than of merchants. When a man dies, 
his executors and their attorney begin to en- 
quire if he has left assets (meaning assez) 
fufficient for payment 6f legacies, debts, 
dues, &c. : The others are nothing better 
than a liiere jargon of ichool-boys;,,'prenticcs, 
&c. and fo furely are thefe terms excluded 
civil fociety, and fo attentive muft foreign- 
jers be never to pronounce them, that I am 
confident a nobleman would fcruple to in- 
troduce the beft recommended fon of his 
x)wn beft friend in England, to Sir William ^ 
Hanailton or Sir Robert Murray Keith at 
Naples or Vienna, fliould the youth in his 
firft vifit give my lord to un^erftand that he 

" took 
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** took care not to fet out from home with- 
out having touched the colEj provided the 
RBADr RiNO^ and tipt Old Squaretoes for 

the CORIANDERS.^^ 

Nothing is fo certain a brand of beggary 
in our country as coarfe ind vulgar lan- 
guage. We know almoft the ftreet a man 
refides in here at London — at leaft the* com- 
pany he has kept — by a peculiar ftrain of 
difcourfe, which though endurable enough 
fo long as the talk is ferious, relapfes into 
wretchednefs the moment a jeft is attempt- 
ed. I have heard Dr. Johnfon fay there was- 
fuch a thing as a city voice— a city laugh 
there is, that's certain, different from that of 
the people who inhabit, and have from their 
youth inhabited, the court end of the town^ 

It appears from fome of Martial's epi- 
grams, meantime, and there are corroborate 
ing reafons to believe, that in old times a$ 
well as now fome waggifli way was always 
adopted by low people, when fpeaking of 

D 3 pecu- 
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pecuniary coacerns : and nummi was cer- 
tainly a cant word at Rome, becaufe Numa 
firft coined filver, which he fubftituted for 
the fcraps of leather then in ufe ; and when 
a fellow filled his bag with nummi^ he was 
I truft talking no higher language than he 
who in our country wiflies for the chink^ 
orboafts his familiarity with king georqe's 

PICTURE. 

It may be worth* obfervation, and has. I 
think been hinted at in the Fjrft Volum?, 
that to defcribe any thing by its canfes is 
lefs likely to pleafe or be right in conv?r- 
fation than defcribing the fam? by its ad- 
junfts ; and perhaps the Milanefe patois 
pwes much of its groflhefs to the contrary 
pradlice. They call a chair quadrega or 
four-legs ; a fan crefpin or crackling^tbifig ; 
the door l^i/fcio or the going out place. No 
wonder, fay my Englifli readers, that this 
dialefl: is reckoned a cbarfe one : while 'tis 
notorioufly a mean phrafe here to afk a 

gentleman— 
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gendeman — " Well, Sir, how goes your 
TampisM ?*' meanug — ^^ Pray isrhat is the 
time o* day by your watch V made poflibly 
by that aitift ; or — " So^ my lady, how 
does your mouferV^ to a woman of quality 
if ihe is fond ti a fitvourite caL I know 
not whether Ticc and folly are half as atten* 
lively avoided by elegant peojrfe in Great 
Britain as fuch exprefiiens ; but this I know, 
that 'tis difficult to endure even virtue and 
wiOom combined with fo much eroffiiefs. 


MYSTERY, SACRED OBSCURfTY, 


THE firft of thefe is the word for which 
the laft is merely a periphraGs, and both 
foem likely enough to be difcarded in this 
felf-fuffident age, when examinadcm takes 
place of thankfiilneis, and the ipirit of in- 
veiHgating precludes much of reverence 

D 4 even 
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even to celeftial invelopment. Our rafh 
and intrufive philofophy, like Homer's Pa- 
troclus, firikes even againft the cloud which 
veils Apollo or Deftiny from our nearer 
view, and, fcoming all that once was reck- 
oned awful, feeks to tear down the very 
branches of that tree, whofe fruit, even 
when carefully gathered, proved fatal to ua 
all. 

.Mysteries, like monarchs, are now 
found eafy to get rid of; and indeed thofe 
who firft began to infult Heaven were like- 
lieft above all people to murder an anointed 
king. The punifhment of fuch abominable 
fins is as yet concealed from our eyes in s a- 
CRED OBSCURITY ; but uot lefs Certain is it 
for that reafon — perhaps not lefs near. 


NAME) 
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NAME, NOUN PROPER, NOMINAL 
DISTINCTION, APPELLATIVE. 


THE firft of thefe is th^ word in coa- 
verfation ufe, unlefs when fome accidental 
combination forces from us one of the others. 
As if a perfon fliould fay — " I only called 
the man a Hercules or a Solomon by way 
of APPELLATIVE, becaufe he is fo eminently 
wife or ftrong^; his name is Richard, I have 
been told : and with regard to his family, it 
has but lately j^cquired any nominal dis- 
tinction at all, unlefs perhaps Norton or 
Sutton were added by the villagers on his 
firft fettling there, if they obferved his coin- 
ing from the north town^ or 'xhtfoutb town^ 
a common reafon enough ; but fomething 
muft be done to fubdivide the word man 
into NOUN PROPER and noun common. 
So far the example. Auguftus Ca&far met 

an 
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an afs, fays Swift, and he had a lucky name; 
I meet afles enough, continues the merry 
Dean, but they have never lucky names. 
^Tis ftrange, however, where onomancy wa* 
fo much rfegardcd as it was in Rome, that a 
man fhould ever have been tempted to give 
his ion an unlucky one; yet we findLi vy call- 
ing ^/r/V/ Umier abomimndi ommis nomeni 
and the nanye Lycq was as unpleafing to Plan* 
tus. Edmund Smith, ever attentive to anti^ 
quity, keeps that name for the betrayer of 
Hippoly tus in his Phaedra, I remember j and 
there has been always an idea of good hope 
going with a name, however fuch fancies 
may be difclaimed. Why elfe do Roman- 
ifts ftill call their fons Evangilijla or Natalef 
Nothing can be more fenfelefs, fcarce any 
thing more abfurd ; except chriftening a baby 
GldLmbattiJia^ as they do in all parts of Italy 
for ever, without refleding that he might as 
rationally be called Chzrltmagne^ or Alex- 
ander the Great y thofe being mere apPel- 

LATIVE5 
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agreed 


cular individuals on whom they were firft 
beftowed : and I remember Dn Johnfon re- 
primanding a lady of his and my acquaint* 
ance for baptizing her daughter Augufla. 
The truth is, puritans who to obtain heaven 
for their young ones g^ve the names of 
Hold'tbe^fattb or Stand-fafty are wiier than 
thefe ; and a gentleman of undoubted vera* 
city told me once of a pious friend he had^ 
who proinifed if his wife brought him a 
daughter that year, in which he had received 
fome (ignal mercy from heaven, that he 
would in gratitude call the girl Mcfopotanua^ 
which is knovm by thofe who underftand 
Greek to mean tbt middle of rivers^ oxfur^ 
rounded by waters^ and was the name of a 
province fo difcriminated. This however 
is at worft but idiotifm ; while the calling 
any buman creature Kmmanucl or Salvador 
is profanation if not blafphemy. Surnames, 
being mere family diftinftions, take a wider 

range. 
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range, and have fpread ftrangely fure in 
every country — all trades, all colours, ferv- 
ing for cognomina ; and even appellations 
of beafts, birds, and fifhes, which Cambden 
feems to think were originally figns where 
certain perfons kept fliops, but that ufage is 
by other authors fuppofcd to be of later date. 
Men were named from brutes before figns 
were known, I am told. 

Local names, as ^eldy rivers^ meadows^ 
and the like, are innumerable of courfe ; 
and honorary ones, not unfrequent— from 
fome of the family having been a btjhopy a 
barorty an earl^ &c. Nor do the foujhriquets 
fail of coming in for their fhare, when the 
firft man of the- race was noted for a great 
or broadheady or for being armftrong, or was 
eminent for fome peculiar adtion in war, as 
ShakefpearCy &c. The firft of thefp in Eng- 
land are almoft all Yorkfhire families origi- 
nally, and bore arms under King Edward 
the Firft, in his contentions with the Welch. 

So 
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So much for Agnomina ; they are common 
in Italy and France likewiie. Grojfa Tefia 
is a Genoefc I think, and Grojffe Tefie may 
I fuppofe be found among the emigrant 
French — Beauregard is a name well known 
among a lower clafs, whence our Goodluk 
changed for motives of intereft to Goodluck. 
Men of higher confideration, meantime, 
were commonly named from their poffef- 
fions, as Philip de Valois, &c. ; and where 
the father was- a great man, and boafted 
long defcent of anceftry, famous in their 
province or diftrift, his fons would count 
backwards up to the fountain-head, in Wales 
by Ap, in other kingdoms by Fitz, or Witz, 
whence illegitimate progeny not daring to 
do fo, called themfelves Wilfon^ or Harrifon ; 
fometimes by maironymicks ^ as Anfon^ NeU 
fon^ &c. ad infinitum. 'Tis curious enough 
to fee how very little the methods of clafl^ 
ing and naming mankind differ, in difFerent 
parts of Europe, Every nation has its Mon* 
8.' fieur 
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fieur Boileau^ Mr. Drinkwatcr, and Slgiiof 
Bevilacquay, and the Spaniards call thenl 
properly enough Renombres. They indeed 
diftingtiifhed feme families, very old ones 
now, by titles of infaniy or tlUluck^ as the 

Romans phrafed it, witnefs Vcrdugo^ Puta^ 
fierOy and others ; to anfwer which, we hav6 
Mr. Baftard and Mr. Coward^ &c. But Ro^ 
maniils change their names when embrac- 
ing a religious order, not unreafonably— 
for we have now done (fay they) with 
worldly diftindtions; and conformably to 
this I trull (not for the- reafon urged by 
Platina), Pope Sergius fet thiB example to 
fucceeding pontiffs, of difpiiffing for ever a 
KAMJB to which he could have no fucceffion. 
Mean time fcholars who have had leifure 
and erudition to examine the language now 
fpoken in North Wales, and prove it the 
tiue Celtic, namely one of the primary 
vocal modes after the difperfion of Babel, 
tell us, after mentioning the affinity between 

that 
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that and the Hebrew tongue^ that the no- 
minal DISTINCTION of //V^;// came from a 
Gaulifh or Celtic compound, tud earth, pro- 
Qpunced /i/, and tan fpteading, an overfpread- 
ing people ; while Rowlands, the ingenious 
author of an Archeological Diicourfe on the 
Antiquites of Anglefey, called Mona Antiqua 
ReJlaurata^^x^xzvAt to fhow th^ thefe Titans 
were^the Aborigines of our ifland, not de- 
fcending, as is commonly fuppofed, from 
the ruins of any difgraced or beaten people^ 
That Mn Mafon's beautiful ode would lofb 
the grace of probability might perhaps be 
the -worft c9pfequence of fuch a fuppofition, 
when he fays 

Hail, thou harp of Phrygian frame \ 

In years of yore. 

That Camber bore 
From Tro/s fepulchral flame : 
Widi ancient Brute to Britain's fliore 

The mighty minftrel came. 
Serene upon the burnifliM prow. 
He bade her maniy modes tQ flow-«-r 

Britain 
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Britain heard the defcant bold, 
She flung her white arms o'er the fea. 
Proud in her leafy bofom to unfold 
The freight of harmony. 

Rowlands likewife gives us to underftand 
how the Titan princes, who overfpread Eu- 
rope with conquefts, were Celts, and ffer^ 
cuks no other name than Ercbill a deftroyer ; 
Apollo^ ap^bauly filius folis, and Minerva^ 
men-arfan^ inventrefs of weapons. This 
very book I believe it is which Swift, who 
loved laughing better than enquiry, ridicules 
in his account of etymology, deriving Archi- 
medes from Hark ye Maids, Alexander the 
Great from All Eggs under the Grate, and 
a hundred more ; the work was originally 
printed at Dublin, incorredly enough, 
about the year 1723. Monfieur le Comte 
de Gebelin certainly had feen it, though I 
know not whether he fpeaks of his obliga- 
tions in his Monde Primitif\ nor know I 
what became of that defign, for which 

Elmfly 
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^mHy took in fubfcriptioas in the year 
i 772 as I remembet. 

Mean while Rdwlands' a(!Lcottnt of the 
patriairch's names in Hebrew is veryftriking, 
undy if it has not been contradided by men 
more learned than himfelf, deferves admira^ 
tion rather than contempt ; as it was pn> 
ba,bly the original reafon why Puritans, who 
ftudy the Old Tefbmekit more than Ro« 
dlaniftls catty Or Anglicans will ftudy it, have 
been led to baptize their children with long 
fentences, as this famous one» 

If Chrift hti not 4ied £* thtc tfa*u hadft been lattncd— DoVfoik 

by this means obliging the pcrfott to re^ 
colle£fc his Redeemer, every tia^ie he figned 
his own name ; a pradice of good intent^ 
but leading on to abfurdity of the grgfTeft 
kind, as in the blockhead who fancied Tome 
virtue contMned in the NOMiNA|. Distinc- 

VOL. II. K TION 
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TION of Mefopotamia, only becaufe he h*J 
read that word in the Bible. 

To return however to our Welch critic i 
He fays, " that the names impofed by the 
Hebrew language were generally fuch aiS 

betokened the nature^ or fome eminent pro* 
perties of the things NAMED, or w€re com* 

pounded of fuch as ^id — witnefs the Ante^ 
diluvian names of the firft patriarchs, we!! 
worthy the confideration of modern Jewfi^ 
who upon examination will find that they 
contain and myfticaHy exhibit a concife and 
wonderful fcheme of prophecy, in their own 
Hebrew'tongue, of the reftoration of fallen 
jffwinkind by a bleedii^ Meffiah, as will ap- 
pear by the following table ; 

I' 

Ajdam, — ^* Man, 

SetH, ' , *— fetor placed, 

Enofh, — Hi 

Kainan/ •*— lamenting : 
. ' Mahalee 
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U^^li -^ bitted G9^ 

Heaech, '^^ tf aehiag^ 

Methui^^^ tbat h» ikaith will fet^ 

Lameph^ to hHA^kd fdiitttn fluusii 

$uch a curiofity ih literatutt might at> 
trad attention at any thne^ moft of all fixrdf 
in this aftonifhing century, when fuch va^. 
iricus «¥4eiits prefii^ forward iirge tibe irna^ 
gination to expcd ftill greater. The ftar, - 
tvhich miracuJoufly Aone forth in the Eaft, 
inay poflibly at no dillant period illuminate 
the ten tribes, and light them on their re- 
turn to happinefs and favour* Mean time 
6Si Orientalrfts give appellations after the 
jewilh manner I believe: Abdalla means 
Servant ofGod^ as I haVe read ;— Soliman, or 
Solomon, for 'tis the fame they fay, implies 
peactahle^ as doth our common Saxon ter- 
mination fred. '^inm fred is Win-peacei 

E a Ayred 


5*" 
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t^ed is All^eace\ while fome ancient 
writers tis^e notice that the names of bsurba« 
rous nations are ever concife and expref* 
five : It was therefore deemed ^ ^uty in old 
' i:imes to keep up the honour of the njme* 
Severusj Probus^ and yiurelius^ were called 
fui nominis imperatores ; and when Clothayre^ 
king of France^ was baptized, one flood by 
the font and cried, 

Crefcat puer I et hujui fit nomims executor. 

One might add to all this, that Marccbal 
Sane married a lady be had no violent at** 
tachment to, only becaufe her Chriftian 
NAME was VtSoirei Nor did flie conquer 
him at laft } they lived ill together^ and 
parted. 


KARRA- 
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NARRATION, ACCOUNT, RECITAL. 


IN order to give a good account of 
tjbe fad (fay we)) 'tis neceflarjr to hear a 
dear RBCIT4L of the circumftances.; but if 
we mean to makip a pleafing narration^ 
thofe circumftanges &.ould not be dwelt on 
too miautely, but rather oq^ feleded from 
the reft, to fet in ^ full light Whoever 
means to pleafe in converfation^ feeing no 
perfon more attended to than he whp tells 
an agreeable ftory^ coijcjludes tgo haf^Iy that 
his own fame will be firmty eftablifhed by 
a like means j and fo gives his time up to 
the collection and recital of anecdotes. 
Here, however, is pur adventurer likely 
enough to fail ; for either his fa£t is too no^ 
tprious, and he fees his audience turn even 
involuntarily away from a tale told them 
yefterday perhaps by a more pleafing narra* 

E 3 tor J 
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lor } or it' is too pbfcure, ^nd incapable of 
interefting h^s hearera. Were we to invef- 
tigate the reafon why narratives pleafe better 
^ in a mixed company, than fentime^t ; we 
might difcQVer that he who draws from his 
own mind to entertain his circle will foon 
be tempted to dogniatije, and affume the 
air, with the powers of a teacher j while the 
man, who is ever ready to tell one fomewhat 
unknown before, adds an idea to the liften- . 
cr*s ftock, without forcing on ys that of our 
own inferiority — He is in poffeffion of a hdi 
BBore than \ye are — that's all ; and he com? 
municates that fadl for our amufement 


N/^T^ON, COUNTRY, KINGDQM, 


■*— — 1 1 


ARE all of them colledive terms, well 
Underftood, and at firft fight only fynony- 
mous. A moment's reflcdion fhows uji 
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^asiy CCHJKTRIUL ivliich ate not king* 

domsj aod fbme kingdoms which include 
cot the whoie nation ta which they ap^ 
panently bdong; The firft of Aefc^ wordi 
m ufed ia fbme umvcxfittes Ibr the diilino 
tiQn. of the &holtrd| a^d profeflors of coI« 
iegea. The faculty of Paris confifts of four, 
aad when the procureur of that which it 
called the French nation ipeaka in public, 
his ftyle is Honor anda GaUorum Nati% I 
hope they have changed their phrafe now; 
when all kingdoms, countries, na- 
tions, and LANGUAGES, unite in abhor^ 
rence of their late difgraceful conduct to- 
wards the good houfe of Bourbon, fo named 
from Archibald Borbonius in the year 1 157, 
whofe imprefs was a globe, and round it 
this anagram of the earl's name, Orbi bonus. 
The times how changed in this fatal year 
to Frenchmen, 1793 ! 

Strokes of national charader, national 
humour, however, ftill exift 2 with regard to 

£4 the 
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the latter, we fee tbdr bons mots ffiU un«i 
tranflatable beyond thofe of other kingdoms) 
and our authors plunder French comedies 
in vadn ; the humour lofes and evaporates : 
witnefs Farquhar^ e'ndeavour to force into 
his Inconftant ^^ the gay reply made by Le 
prince de Guemend, when Louis Quatorze's 
queen, a grave Spaniard, ferioufly propofed 
putting the famous Ninon de TEncIos among 
les Jillcs repenties. — ^^ Madam," anfwered 
the courtier, ** elk tCeft ntjille^ ni repentic*^ 
This was national pleafantry, and will 
not tranflate for that ]:eafon.-*No more will 
that proof of J6hn BuU's na.tional char 
jrad^r, told of a fellow, whp, when king 
Charles the Firft of England lay before 
RochcUe, was employed by that prinqe as a 
diver, to carry papers, &c, which having 
done moft dextroufly, the good*natured fo- 
viereign bid him name his own reward.— r 
« Something to drink your majefly^s health, 

• See Farquhar, vol. ii. p. 52. 

that's 


N 
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that's aJl," quoth the man. ** Blockhead !** 
excUumed the duke of Buckingham, vrho 
ftood in prefence, and was provoked at his 
ilupidity for afkiag notlung better, ** why 
didft not drini when thou wert under wa- 
ter ?"— " Why fo I did, matter f'-yepHed the 
(jo wn s ^^ but the wfiter was fait ytu know^ 
fo it Qi»4e me the more a-diy/' 


TK 


NECROMANQY, DIVINATION, ENCHANTMENT, 


I 
I 


GO for fynonymes only becaufe they 
have been r ejected all together as impoffi^ 
l^itieSy QX elfe condeipned all togipther as 
crimes ; — they are ftri<3:ly not fynonymous, 
however, The firft, which means calling 
up the fhades of dead men to inform us 
concerning our future fortunes, does not 

appear to be in any fenfe within the power 

no^ of living wight; and when it was, 

God. made ftridt laWs to forbear the exer- 

I tion 


^« 
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tion of fuch NECROMANCY, which coulj 
only pxioduce fad and melancholy ef{e£t». 

Heaven from all creatures bides the Book 
of Fate .-for which reafon divination of 

all kinds, either by Sortes as the ancients 
vfed, or by chiromancy, which the modera 
gypfies tainly pretend to, or by aftrological 
ijpeculations — or by fympathetick touch, or 
animal magnetifm — or any other method, 
ihould be difqouraged by fociety, and pu- 
piflied by our laws j inftead of publifhing 
the Conjurer's Magazine, and advertifing 
the lady in fuch a ftreet, who profefles the 
knowledge of futurity, and gains an infa^ 
mous livelihood out of the folly of her fel-. 
low creatures, ' Natural enchantment 
meantime certainly does fubfift, and the 
ppw«rs of fafcination exerted from animals 
towards each other are too ftrong to be de- 
nied. The great ferpents of India live by 
the powers of their eye, which they fix on 

|mall birds, fo as to detain them PA ^ twig 

ti« 
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iffl eaugltt— and mcapadtate them &om fly^ 
ji^ away, till, like Congrcye's Old Bachelor, 
treated ki moch the fame ^ay by a prettf 
weach, diey nm into ^e danger, asheiays^ 
to ayoid die appreheoiioo. A fetting dog 
exercifes fomewhat of a Bke art upon th^ 
partridges I think ; and that a moufe will 
run down the throat of alarge toad confined 
in the lame fmall room, h^s been proved 
by ocular demonfbation.. « 

The three wwds are for aD thefe reafons 
pot fynonymous. 


,1 ,:k i 


NEUT&ALmr Am INDIFFERENCE^ 


THHESE words appear fynonymoas when 
applied to public ufe; but if pronounced 
upon common or domeftic occaiions, one 
is apt, the other impertinent. I muft mako 
^^df undeillpod by example. 
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Wc fay then properly, thit, had Great 
Britun looked coldly on the late occurrences, 
of Europe, had fhe beheld the inyafioQ of 
Holland, the maQacr^ in FraQce, th^ miir^ 
der, of a blamelefs fovereign, and the daily 
outrages committed againfl: religion and 
good moral3> yrith fuUen ifmTRALiTY 
and frigid INDIFFERENCE, her punifhment 
would fppn h^vg co]fnmeqced by the efieftst 
of that fpirit of profelytifm that diftinguilhes 
fanatics and deifU, md prompts theni to 
carry confufion into every ftate — ruict, Qvcr- 
whelming ruin upon every church? 

On the other hand fhoiild we, fpeak* 
ing of a marriage, obfervc how a couple 
once fo apparently united^ now look on 
each other with neutrality, all would 
laugh ; the word in this cafe muft be i N-* 
DIFFERENCE, the Other will not do. 


nimbly^ 
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NIMBLY, QUICKLY, SPEEDILY, SWIFTLt, 

FAST. 


iteifai 


THAT thcfe adverbs are hot ftridly fy-* 
lionymous — caii I verily think be learned 
only by converfation, or by trifling books 
Yike this, wholly and folely colloquial : and 
a foreigner muft ^ve up fome empty mo- 
ments to the mere chat of our language, be- 
fore he fin()s out that 'tis moft agreeable to^ 
common ufage td fay that a rabbit runs very 
KIMBLY for a little while, but had no 
ftrength or breath to continue long the fame 
pace } while we tell each othef familiarly 
how the king's meflenger came speedily 
from Madrid the other day with fome good 
news, which, he could ndt have done nei- 
ther, but that the packet fails very swiftly 
— ^No, not if he had been as famous for walk- 
ing FAST as Powell the Pedeftrian, who 

went 
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went on foot to York and back again iil 

five days^ when he was five*and-fifiy years! 

old* 

Meantime 'tis no bad general rule to re* 

colleft, that the firft of thcfe adverbs i* 
icarce ever tifed btat of fmall things, and 
tipon flight occafions; that the laft is in <noft 
common and daily fervice ; and that ^ 
other two are moft ex|>reffive if we fpeds 
concerning a grayhound or a tacc^horie« 

The word nimbly feem^ at fiiA fight 
incapable of being made fublime on any 
occafioa — it has however a ftriking eflfed; 
Upon the flage in thofe incantatiotti foiigai 
where the witches enumerate their pleafnres^ 
in Macbeth ; and is wonderfully feconded 
by Purceirs mufidc, when they lay^ 

Wc nimbly, nimbly, nimbly, nimbly^ mmbly dance 

out fill, 
*ra the echo, to die echo--s-of fome hdHa^ ixH^ 

Thefe w6 muft xemejAbev tboiigh to be 

Daemons^ 
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DaemoBSi or Pifkies, lA wkom nQxfky U 
ftUi fuj^pofed to be combkied iFASk malice 
and miichief; the words aire nOt Shak#» 
fpeare*$^ but belong to nn ^ and eurious 
drama on the fubje^: of Rofmunda, aad 
called The Wkch, a TragiXkmedk. But I 
Ihall fofget the fynonyme fecood oa our 
lift ; and although by that method I ihouUE 
undoubtedly finiih my work more <^icic» 
L7, it would be exceedingly ill done in- 
-deed, and deiierve very heavy cejoiuK. 


^ ' - g «"■ ' ' ■ ■ cr 


NOTORIOUS, APPARENT, EVIDENT. 


THESE mn in a fort of climax j for « 
thing may be made apparent to fome^ 
when 'tis by no means evident to many^ 
or NOTORIOUS to all. The laft word has of 
late years contributed to drive the other two 
out of good company — although our belt 
2r authors. 
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kuthbrs, in colloquial srnd cafy ftyle, afe k 
leommonly in a bad fenfe. While the fuperi-^ 
oiity 6f Eilglifli fkilors on all well-tried oc& 
cadons has beftn evident^ and while it 
was APPARENT that out fea-officefs nnder^ 
flood th6 forming a line, and choofing a 
happy moment for engaging, '&c. it is no-<> 
TORious that the French fight againft fail6 
and rigging : ever fhididus tb avoid clofe 
encounter, they provide for elcape before 
they begin the battle, which on their fidje; 
fconfifts chiefly in employing the enemy 
Bpon other bulinefs, by diftrefling them fot 
Want of ihrouds, tackling^ aiid the. like — 
thus imjpeding the return of the veflTel 
home after a vidory, and giving up imme« 
diate glory, for future mean advantagSi 


n6w, 
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. NOW, AT PRESENT, THIS INSTANT. 


WHILE metaphyficians expand their 
fubtleties into imperceptibility upon this fa- 
tal monofyllable, one would hope that con- 
verfation might go' on without dilpute con- 
cerning what flies away like the witches in 
Macbeth, who, while we contend about the 
nature of their tfxiftence, make them/elves air^ 
into ivbich they vantjh. So, alas ! does N ow ; 
the prefent moment pafling away even before 
the word is written that explains it. We may 
tell foreigners, however, that 'tis \ifual in our 
language, when calling in a hurry, to cry 
NOW, NOW, as the quickeft expreffion, I 
fuppofe, for urging another to immediate 
hafte. " At present we cannot come to 
you"— is a common phrafe — He was here 

THIS INSTANT, means, 'tis not an inftant 

' . - 

fcarcely fince he was here : but it does cer- 
VOL. II. F tainly 
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tainly mean time /^; for one fays to a 
perfon wlio looking round mifles the indi- 
vidual fought for — Why, fhe is here now, 
cannot you fee her 2 

I thought we were to begin upon the 
fiibjedl NOW, (ays a man impatient of de« 
cifion. We W/7/ begin this instant, re- 
plies his cooler friend (meaning a future 
time, though near) ; at present it would 
not be fo proper* Thefe things are difficult 
to foreigners ; nor can I guefs why both 
time paft, and time to come, ihould both 
be hourly and commonly expreft by this 
instant, which at firft view appears im- 
proper enough. In a converfation when it 
was propofed to write an impromptu upon 
NOW, this pretty , quatrain was produced by 
Bella Crufea^ who had been aflerting that all 
paft actions were nihilities, and the imme- 
diate moment was the whole of human ex- 
igence. 


One 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 67 . 

On^ ^lldlefs MOW ftandso'er th' eventful ft ream 

Of all that mcq he ^th colofikl ftride ( 
And fees beneath life's proudeft pageants gleam^ 

And fees beneath the wrecks of empire ^itde* 

A partial friend in company replied : 

*ris yours the prestent moment to redeem. 
And powerful fnatcli froiii time's too rapid ftteam. 
While, feff-impcird, the reft iredxmdant rcJl, 
Stamb'rixig to ftagnate in dblmon*s pool. 

We liave NOW I think pretty well dif- 
patched this fynonymy* 


* V ■ ■ r m 

NOXilOCrS, MISCHIEVO.U& PERNICIOUS, 
HURTFUL, BANEFUL, 


ARE all, except one, words of contemp- 
tuous abhorrence : y^t may a foreigner mif^ 
apply them, if not informed that we call a lion 
a defbuif^ive animal, and the Apulian fpider 
a NOXIOUS infe^ ; whilft all agree that a 

F 2 MISCHI£-> 


6S 
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MISCHIEVOUS boy is at any rate a very of- 
fenfive and tormenting inmate to a grave 
gentleman or elegant lady : but if he (hould 
once take a fancy to put laurel leaves in their 
tea-pot, fuch a trick might prove pernicious 
to the whole family, as that plant is in its na- 
ture HpRTFUL, and a diftillation from it 
not only poifonous, but a£tually bane- 
ful ; the man who fwallows laurel water 
not living long enough, 'tis faid, even to fet 
down the cup ; fo fudden and fo dreadful 
are its efieds. Such reflexions fhould make 
us fhun people who are faid to be only 
MISCHIEVOUS, as they are likely enough 
to end in being moft pernicious compa* 
nions« 


' . i,' . - » 


MorsoME, 
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NOYSOME, OFFENSIVE, DISGUSTING. 


THE firft of thefe unpleaflng adjedlves 
is of late commonly written noisome, be- 
caufe derived from the Italian nojofo : as it 
takes root immediately however from our 
own Englifti verb to annoy, it has a claim 
to the y-Grec. 'Tis not the more fynony- 
mous with noxious or deftrudtive, becaufe 
we find it fometimes attributed to things 
which are dangerous in their nature : - for 
although the fmallpox or peftilence are juft- 
ly called noisome difeafes, it is not be- 
caufe they kill, but becaufe they offend 
us, that they are fo termed. A bad fmell 
can fcarce attack life, but it has a juft pre- 
tenfion to all the epithets upon the lift : 
fo has indecent talk, which i^ exceedingly 
OFFENSIVE and disgusting, and drives 
delicate people from a company as furely as 

F3 the 


\ 
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the fox drives the badger from his hole, bv 
an equally noisojme contrivaQeet 


,■■ 11- ..— — .^-^ I »^ 


NUGATORY, THIN, S;.IGHT, FLIMSY, FyTJLE. 


J . I I I mi l 


ANY thing of a texture nearly app?oach-« 
ing to aefial, any thing war the patiirq of 
eloi|ds, and eafily blown away, might, one 
would fuppofe, have fair pretenfion to thefe 
jidjedives — yet we appropriate them to par-* 
ticular matters by mere colloquial cuftom : — 
they are fynonymous only when fpeaking of 
certain empty tales, or arguments void of foli-r 
4ity, which may without difficulty deferve 
them all ; but we cannpt fay a filk however 
SLIGHT is NUGATOiry, or call a thin muf- 
lin, though foon worn out, a b utile mode 
of drefs — without grofs pedantry. One of 
the pretty books in our language moft re- 

femblingf 
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l^tnbling the French Anas^ is perhaps read 
the lefs foi" having a modeft title, and be- 
ing called Nuga Anttquce ; whilft a hundred 
FLIMSY compofitions of infinitely lefs value 
attradi the eyes of our young people, and 
ple^e ^ trifling age> which although it pro- 
feffes to defirp amufement oi^ly, not inftruc- 
f ion ; the book that pl^^fes it mqft be dog- 
mj^tical, though the reafoning be slight; 
^nd thofe n^elodies which charm muft be 
called j/&w//<f, not ^LiMsy. Our drefs and 
conv^ation bein^ of late calculated for 
p^ere THiNnpfs, 'we will hope fuch fafhions 
may be putile, and that the nugatory 
reports, empty nothings made on purpofe 
to delight fuch fylph-likc charaders, will 
fade away pn. approach of a new year^ 
teeming a3 it appeari with very ferioua 
aad weight/ events. 


F 4 TO 
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TO NULLIFY, TO ANNULL, TO DISANNULL. 
TO MA£E NULL AND VOID. 


V* 


THESE verbs ftand in converfation 
cliiefly in the place of the verb to annihi* 
l^te, or rather between that and the fofter 
phrafe of to render inefied:ual. Horatio's 
arguments, fay we, were rendered null 
and VOID, at leaft in my opinion, by what 
our friend Cleomenes urged agsdnft them : 
but no man better knows than he, how to 
NULLIFY the difcourfe of his competitor 
without annihilating the fpeaker either in 
liis own eyes, or thofe of the auditors ; as 
Z, good legiflatbr will fee the way to an- 
«:uLL.a ftatute no longer ufeful orneceflary, 
without taking away by direft annihilation 
all trace or remembrance of •its former uti- . 
lity. The third verb is a favourite among 
the vulgar here in England, who mifapply 

if 
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it comically enough. I afked the late Lord 
Hali£uc's gardener for a walk and fummer- 
hoiife I ufed to fee at Horton : " There was 
fuch a walk once (replies the man), but my 

Lord DISANNULLED it" 


NL^MB, TORPID, MOTIONLESS* 


ARE not fynonymous, becaufe they are 
mere gradations of the dreadful malady 
which fomc animals have the power of pro- 
ducing in others, given them a{qparently for 
fdf-defcnce, as the gymnotus ele£bicus and 
torpedo in particular. The fenfation they io- 
duce'often however comes by nature, or fome 
accidental injury done to the fpinal marrow, 
which renders a limb firft numb, or with 
fomething like a half confcioufhefs of the 
privation befdlen it, which £unt power of 
feeling goes off when the fenies become 

more 
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xnprc TORF|0 ; and it feeips to me th^( thf 
perfon, who i];ift&94 of qyickening Us pac^ 
ilapda MOTiQNL¥$8 in the bour of fuipriff: 
PI-' terror, difcpvers 4 faUl difpofition or ten- 
dency in the habit to thofe difeafes fo di$- 
cult to cure and fo melancholy to behold ; 
where life fub(ift$ but tp exhibit a pi£ture of 
diftrefs^ where the animal furvivcs the man, 
and holds him up a fhame to medicine, a 
beacon for philofophy. 


'>■ ' . ■ 1' . 


OBSTINATE, PERTINACIOUS, FIXED, 
RESOLUTE, STEADY, PERSEVERING, 

CONST AN1\ 


THESE tak/; different acceptations tp 
9gree with their fubftantives when ufcd iji 
their proper places j and even a$ advprb§, we 
fay in general that aman is pertinacious 
in attack, o]?STif^ ATP Jn jdpfpncp of hig 

3 argument ; 
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wrgupieut J au4 fono^times we may fee peo- 
pie FIXED in belief, while they are far 
fPQugh from bei^g constant to the 
pFa(9:lce of fuch virtue a^ their faith require^* 
Hesoj^TJTE ieems 4 paflive quality of the 
mittd, ^d STJSApy ihould be ever oppofed 
to inclination^ fA it feeins to imply upright- 
nefc jmd inflexibility— walking right on-^ 
ward, without Cuming (as fays the Scripture) 
to the right hand or to the left ; 

True, 'tis a narrow path that leads to bHfs \ 
But righjt afpre, there is no precipice : 
Fear makes xi\^n look afide^ and fo their footing 
mifs. Dryden. 

Of the remaining word, I find the ntoft 
dcga^t example in the preface to Jacob 
Bryant's Book of Mythology. — ** We are 
often (fays he), by the importunity pf a per- 
SEVERiNQ writer, teafed into an unfatiC. 
faftory compliance, and yield a painful aC- 
itnl J but: upon cJofing the volume our fcni- 
jde^i return, and we laelapfe into doubts and 

darknefs," 


V 
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^ darknefs.'* Such is not his own mode of 

convincing, however. His Treatife on the 
Authenticity of Scripture, and the Truth of 
our holy Religion, can find no rival nearer 
than Grotius; whilft our Englifh Diflertation 
ought to be neglefted by no rank or condi- 
tion of men, who efteem found learning, re- 
vere piety, or wifh for clear informatio.n. 


TO OBSTRUCT, TO THWART, TO HINDER, 

TO RETARD, 


THESE words can fcarcely fure he 
thought fynonymous, while daily experience 
fhews us fome foolifhly officious endeavours 
to RETARD a journey, a marriage, or di(po- 
fition of an eftate, which at laft can perhaps 
only be thwarted, not finally hinder- 
ed — or if at length it fhould remain fruf- 

trated for ever, thofe who contributed to 

« 

OBSTRUCT 


\ 
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OBSTRUCT the bufinpfs will have difcovcrcd 
more petty malice than deep thought upon 
the fubjedt ;• which would inform fuch rea- 
foners, that he who leaves an event clear of 
perplexities and diflSculty is more likely to 
fee it neglected or forgotten, than the man 
who ftimulates paffion by oppoling its vio- 
lence ivith feeble checks, and accelerates the 
rapidity of its current by laying weak ob- 

ftru£tions in its way. 


OCCASION AND OPPORTUNITY 


ARE often miftakcn for fynonymes by 
fuch as, being accuftomed to think in French 
or in Italian, trahflate into Englifli as they 
fpeak ; and rejoicing in an opportunity 
to introduce a phrafe with which they were 
before acquainted, wait not to produce it on 
a proper occasion : fbr books will but in- 
.8 creafe 
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crcafe fuch difficulties, and the ftudy of our 
colloquial language in elegit and well-in- 
flruded focieties alone can fmooth it. My 
chief reafon for undertaking a work fo need- 
lefs to others, fo hazardous to myfelf, was 
becaufe it afforded me an opportunity of 
fhewing my zeal in the fervice of foreigners: 
for which purpofe of being ufeful to themy I 
hourly wifh my abilities .were greater, hav- 
ing every moment occasion gratefully to 
recolledt the pleafant days I fpent in Italy 
principally^ where I was myfelf a flranger, 
and where I experienced that delicacy of at- 
tention and evident defire to be pleafed with 
all I f^id, which ingratitude heirfelf would 
find it difficult to forget, while one fpark of 

felf-love yet rem^dned unextinguifhed in her 
bofom. 


OFFICIOUS- 
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OFFICIOUS, FORWARD TO RENDER UNDE. 
SIRED SERVICES, IMPORTUNATELY KIND, 
TROUBLESOME. 


■P 


THE firft word here is commonly ufed 

a* 

in a bad fenfe certainly, and fo Johnfon un- 
derftood it in his Didionary ; yet we find 
him many years after confidering it more 
tenderly, when fpeaking of a dead depen- 
dant whom he loved, he fays, 

Well tried through many a varying year. 
Sec Levett to the grave d'efcend ; 

Officious, inncxrent, fincere, 
Of every friendlefs name the friend. 

Johnfon, indeed, always thinking negledl 
the word misfortune that could befall a man, 
looked on a charader of this defcription 
with lefs averfion than I do, who am apt 
to think that among the petty pefts of fo- 
ciety^ after a weak foe comes an officious 

friend — 
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friend — ^who, like the man in Theophraftus, 
holds his acquaintance by the button to en- 
treat his care for his own Jtjler^s health, till 
the caufe is loft which he was going to de- 
fend -- who crams your fick children with 
cake, advifes immediate inoculation, and 
fetches in the furgeon himfelf, that the bufi- 
nefs may not be delayed — who hurries peo- 
ple into marriage before the fettlements are 
drawn, advifing them not to put off their 
happinefs, but fteal a wedding while the old 
folks are confulting, &c. — who proclaims a 
bankruptcy which might have been pre- 
vented, and gives you notice to fave what 
you have in his hands, by taking up goods 
initqad of cafli — who, in his zeal for the re- 
conciliation of his two beft friends, trapjs- 
them into a fudden< meeting, fhuts them into 
a' room together before their refentment is 
cooled, crying Now kifs and be friends, you 
honeft dogs, do j and ftands amazed to hear 
in an hour's time that they have cut each 

other** 
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ether's throat Thtffe men deienre a foilg^to 
appellation than troublesome : yet 'tis the 
(couTge of their acquaintance to be obliged 
now and then to look ci^il tipon and eVen 
to tbank them for their ' iMPORTtfNATs 
kindness; -while, FoitwAHi) to kender 
tfNDESiRi!.D^jPitr/C£5— fuch they pretend 
to think them— fellows of this defcription 
fit at home wondering at the world's ingrati* 
tude, when every houfe which has eojamon 
fenfe within its walls fhuts them out at the 
gat6 


ORATORY, JELOQy£NC£, RHETdRICK:* 


To ctirfory readers thefe words may po£» 
ilbly &em to approach nearer to fynonymy 
than they will be found to do on dofer in^* 
fpedion and feverer fcrutiiiy. Each term 
looks back perpecudUy to its deriT^iiakHa} and 

VOL. II. , G <ho 
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the firft of theni is evep. ia ©ur COttHhon tidk 
]uit!irally.4ippHed to him xtho iomki, re^ 
quefts^ bdfecthes, pleading fttme' caufb,<^ th^ 
helplefs Of diftrefled, With tLCfQskvck of 
aSdrl^s' iAd IkilT id nkE'tbuicK. *I1ie oii- 
jginal fcnie, as ufed iti 6ur courts of chan- 

eery, when the perfon fupplkating h ftyled 

^ • . . '• • . . ■ ■ ■ . . 

yhit ORATOR or oft ATRix, lies ftlll con* 

. ' '^ ' ■....,*'.- * • 

cealcd under our colloquial language, and 

Wc yiek! Aie palm of oratory to him who 
beft krtO^s the arts oi perfuqfion. For War-* 
wick is ^ fubtle orator, fays one whd 
fears his powers of entreaty, in Shakefpeare's 
Henry the Sixth ; whilft eloquence im- 
plies more properly a plenitude of words, 
and adroitnefs in arrangmg them, wuth a 
fweet voice arid pleafing volubility of utter- 
ance.- Without all th^e *tis difficult t6 fhine 
as a perfeO: RlHfiTORiciAN ; though 1 have 

fech filent ORATORY more capable of tbttch- 

^ » • • 

ing bur hearts than any tropes or figutes^*^ 

i^ye^ pr than ali ^th6 graces of neat aitictr- 
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L^ added to all the rcience of rhbto«' 

• • • . ' 

HICK. As proof of this, who would noc 
xadier choofe Mr& Siddons to plead a cauie 
for immediate pardon from one's fbvereiga 
than Sheridan or Fox ? Phrafeology is con* 
founded and invention frozen befcMre the ge« 
Hfiine expreflion of a throbbing heart ; and 
QuifiLtilian faid truly, that to ipeak well we 
muft ykeJ finctrehf. This was in cafes of 
DRAT DRY, however. Eloquence is fliewn 
in defcription chiefly ; and though it does 
not fet the place defcribed before ypur eyes 
more e^<£Hy than lefs ornamented difcourfe 
would have done, it gives a momentary ex-* 
ftlttfiiMi and delight to the mind, calls round 
apleafing train of imagery, and fumifhes 
tlegant ideas for future combination. 

I have a friend particularly eminent in 
fudi powers of charming her audience; who, 
although they leave her fociety more dazzled 
perhaps than inflruded, find perperttial 
fources of entertainment by tefle&ing on the 

G a'^ fcenes 
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fcenes fo fweetly brought before their view) 

in words fo choice and well adapted) y^ 
poured forth with fluency which knows not, 
and copioufnefs which needs not heiitation* 
When flic reads this, however, Mrs, P ■ ■■ 
will acknowledge that the very rules and 
terms of rhetorick are unknown to ber^ 
fo great is the diflance between our candi* 
dates for fynonymy. 'Tis in the Houfe of 
Commons we muft feek inverfion and 
prolepfis, every figure of the art, employed 
with all the ikill of thofe who feek to bafHc 
where they fcarcely mean to convince — or 
whcre^convinced already, they mean to main- 
tain the fide they have chofen to fupport, in 
defiance of the champions oppofite,to whofe 
triumph they wifh not to bear witnefs. Here 
ORATORY has ^o place, according to Dr. 
Johnfon ; who faid no man was ever pcr- 
fuaded to give a vote contrary to what he 
intended in the morning, by any arguments, 
or any eloquence , heard within thofe 

walls* 
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trails* He faid too that no preacher, how- 
ever popular, ever prevailed on one of the 
congregation to give more at a charity fer- 
mon than he had refolved on at leaving 
home. Thefe pofitions may be true ; yet is 
ORATORY a charming thing, eloquence a 
fine thing, and rhetorick a great thing — 
for it comprifes them bolti. 


ORDER, METHOD, REGULATION, 

' ARRANGEMENT. 


THAT thefe words were or were not fy- 
nonymous might have been always doubtfbl ; 
that the qualities they defcribe are neceffary 
to fociety, remained uncontroverted till a 
very fliort time ago. Truth is, that in every 
arrangement there muft be method^ 
and to obtain order we muft begin by re- 
gulation. For although it was well aC 

G 3 fertcd 
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ierted in an admirable fermon preached at 
one of our great London churches, and 
printed at the requeft of an aflbciating com* 
mittee^ that equalization was a thing impof^ 
iible, and that whenever the attempt is nude 
fatal will be the confequences ; but the event 
mull always be the fame ; becaufe agitation 
cannot alter the i^alture of fluids or their fpe- 
cific gravity — when the agitation has ceafed^ 
fays this excellent writer, the true level of 
each will be found— Some experiments mili- 
tating againft this apparently certain pofition 
prompt my fears, left in moral as in natural 
philofopby, there is more danger of fome 
parts being devoured by the reft, than . tiiis 
author feems to apprehend. Yet 'tis wi^U 
known that one ounce of camphor will be 
fo diflblved and apparently fo gnnihilat&d, 
that neither fcent, nor tafte, nor alteration of 
tranfpareocy can be found in the phial, if 
grated into an ounce of alcohol ; 'tis likewife 
known, that by addition of fom^ fair clean 
9 wate? 
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water tbe camplior fhall again be difengaged 
fiom the ipirity and rife to the furface once 
inore, white, folid, peifed, without diminu* 
tion of its wdg^^ fmelly or medical efficacy 
fcofsx die experiment. 

Ttungs have, I fear, a natural tendenc]^ to 
zelapfe into that chaotic flafie whence they 
£rft were called forth by th$ voice of God, 
for the comfort and adVaQtage of his reafon* 
ii^ creature$ ; and' when diey impioufly re« 
Jed tfaofe comforts and xleny thoie advan* 
tages, one trembles left the Word which fb- 
paiafed the confuiimi into various oroem, 

> 

and METHODIZED the beautiful aeranoe- 
XEirr, ihould by repeated infuks be pio- 
vcked to withdrarW the iolpiiing lm;alth| at 
,touch of ^viuch, 

Wlien Nature underneath a heap 
Of jarring atoms lay. 
And could not heavC her head ; ^ 

The tuneful voice was heard on high, 
. AnICf yc tnore than dead ! 

G 4 Then 
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Then hot, and cold, and moift, and dry, 
Ip om>Fi^ to their fta^ions leap. 

And mufick's pow'r obe^* Drydek^ 

When God in w^ath no longer fends big 
grace among mankind, we fee them foon dQ- 
g^erate into much worfe than beafb. Na« 
ture^a limits are quickly leaped over, whea 
the curb of religious worihip is flung afide : 
as our cool camphor is qq longer found 
where the incalefcent furor prevails over 
every particle, and melts it undijftingui{he4 
in the general mafe. There would it lie eter- 
nally, if the clear elemieiit was not once mor^ 
thrown in, to prove thofe powers of nefufci- 
tation which only can belong to purity im^ 

m^Cldate. LofsofORDSR in the ARRANGE- 

MENTS of civil fociety woujd produce, nay 
does produce^ the moft fatal of all confe- 
quenpes; while rewards for induftry and ex* 
pitements to honourable adtions are no more j 
the very words Lofs and Gain, Virtu^ and 
Vice, nauft be erafed from oi^r new.vocabu- 

7 ^a^y* 
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Jary, and Bante*8 Infciiption oh the Gates of 
£Lell fe^ in tbdr place j for where all are equal 
^ifbiftf thefe words do well without : ■ 

Lafciate ogni (^peranza voi ch^ entratb. 

' 4 * 

lieave Hope behind, 9JI you who enter here. 


P i ■ ■■' . ■■'■■'!'■' f 


pRNAMENT, EMBELLISHMENT, 
DECORATION. 


^■■^ 


' MUNDlTlIScapimur.faijsOndi SiXid 
our ftern philofopher Johnfon confefled that - 
the world was a pill no mortal could endure • 
without gilding. Let then life's theatre en-* 
joy its due pecorations, nor hc^e that . ^4 

any ading will make it fupportable \\rithout 
them : for although every ornament doe» 
not contribute towards the embellish- 
MENT of that which it is deftined to adorn, 
we fho\ild attribute-thc failure to unlkilfot^ 

nefs— 
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ndi^Hcemembenng that the wocds mrc not 
ttn€dj fynonyxnoilSy and t&at Pqpe laid 
wifely. 

Even in an oRKiiiENT its place remarki 
Nor in an hennitage fct DoAor Clarke. 

Neither of the other fubflantives would here 

have expreflfed the poet's meaning ; becaufe 

fetting the ftatue of a courtier in a hermitage, 

or lone cell devoted to retirement and folitary 

{peculation, was a manifeil breach of j)» 

CORUMj whence the laft word upon the lift 

takes its derivation — ^aod as ¥^5£u,isH-* 

KBNT of the Queen's garden was the purr 

poie aimed 4it, Pope leafonahlj enoug^rail^ 

Ues the awkwaird dUplay of ohn^aiskt, 

where nothli^ was made mos^ faeautiful fay 

the addition* To decorate life however 

with honoursi orders^ tides, and ihews of 

well regulated ftjftivity, has ever been ac» 

(:ounted pditic and rational; nor can Lthink 

tMe individuals eljther "ml^ or good who 

feci;; 
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ied^ fb feduloufly* to level all difiindions, to 
deftroy all the ornaments of life, and re- 
duce man to his prima^al fiate of iavaga 
hunger and unfeeling ferodtj. Such ipirit 
of returning to a Situation long efcaped from 
argues no philofophic vigour in diis age, but 
rather esdiibits fomev^hat of lenile debilityw 
The feipent's tail here comes too near the 
mouth ; and when original notions fpun out 
to thinne(s, or ficklied over by dotage, di£» 
cover a di^xifition of revetting weakly to the 
£rft colour, 'tis a bad iign mdeed : an ugly 
fymptom, proving the woiid's old age, and 
confequent tendency of going back to baby- 
hood ; imitating as the year does at £dl of 
Ac leaf that fhed of Uoflbms which precedes 
the iprii^. Oh ! let us ftill bewwie a wintry 
fun, whole oblique rays but ferve to dazzle 
and confound our fight, and never riles h^ 
enoueh to warm or dieer us ! 


OUTHOBOZY^ 


^t BRITISH SYNONYM Y, 


ORTHODOXY, SOUNDNESS OF OPINION, 

NOT HERETICAL. 


THE firft of thefe only cxprefles in a 
word what the others explain periplirafti- 
cally, and is become a word much out of 
fafhion, as is the quality underftood by it : 
•nor can I guefs where foreigners could ever 
have heard it named, among good company, 
had not the late attempts againft its very ex- 
iftence forced it into notice. Swift Ihould 
have faid concerning orthodoxy ttat 
which he predicated not fo truly of Religion 
herfelf— that fhe refembled a foot-ball left 
in the dirt negleded, till fome one kicking 

4 

it began the game, which oftentimes was 
t^ied on with hazard to the players' lives, 
when ortce well entered. This is all admi- 
rably exprefled with regard to religious 
OPINION ; while the true worfhip of God 
. ' may 


J 
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may well refide in the heart, and the fcui;i 
firft commaadmeats be devoutly obeyed, yet 
efcape man's obfervation of our coddud);^ 
for^myftic piety confers with helven, liule. 
difturbed by controverfial reafomng; bu( 
Church Eftabliihment is in ili own nature a 
caufe of public concern, and if gbod order is 
to be preferved, and Ecciefiaitical Authority^, 
ordained by God himfclf— let us refolve to^ 
maintain orthodoxy, and keep he&eti** 
CAL OPINIONS from being publicly broach* 
ed among us, by every means confiftent with 
Chriftian charity — of which it is a branch 
to preferve our youth from being tainted 
with a defire of difputing or deriding holy 
ordinances, long complied wjth by their 
betters, after examinations which the prefent 
contemners of them have I trull fcarce time 
or fcholarfhip enough to inveftigate before 
they throw them afide. Long indeed has 
our old Anglican epifcopalian chujrch flood 

like the rock among the rapids of Niagara, 

, ■ • increafing 
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Sncreaiiiig in file aad ftrength from. eVciy 
effort to overturn it : and althoogh for that 
purpc^ £madcifm ihould for a while co* 
operate with infidelity, long wiU it yet 
remain, fpite of the plan which Mr. Burke 
difcovered before its open avowal — ^the re- 
gular and not ilMaid plan, invented latterly 
liy French philofophers, for deftroying the 
Chiiftian reli^on in this quarter of the 
globe— defiring, Ists we now plainly fee they 
do, to leave the church of Chrift a lifeleft 
day, a tafmt mortuum^ or at beft, like thdr 
own haple& prince, a Jine nomine corpus — 
torn by the tiger, drawn dry by the weafel, 
and preyed u^n when putrid by buzzing 
mufquitoesi lion^defcripts in pigmy Vor»* 
eity« 


OSTfiNW 
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OSTENTATION, PRIDE, VANFTT, 

SUFFICIENCY, 


•Ai^k^ 


CAN fcarcely be called In a ftnBt kdk 
fynonymous ; if one may fay miih tnith^ as 
fure 'tis eafy, that though a man fhall be 
well-bred enough fincerely to. defpife the 
making empty ostsntjltiOH of his ta« 
lents, he may neverthelela feel> fecret com- 
placency^ and even pride in them^ which 
oppoiidon finom an equal, or any other wdU 
managed collifion, . will infallibly force out^ 
with uneqmTocal mark$. of liiat laft-named 
quality's conftant refidence in his heart; while 
boyifh TAKiT Y often promptspeopleof much 
me^^er abilides to atdradl notice in conver^ 
fadoa, from ill^underftood paradoxes, &c« 
till they hare been clearly ihewn how self-^ 
SUFFICIENCY fonus deeper refentment al- 
. moft in every bread than even ferious inju«- 
ties by fraud or force ; and that it is ib» 

peculiar 
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* 

peculiar provirlce of good breeding to fe^ 
ftndn thofe violent attacks it makes upon 

one's peace, and upon what the French eni-» 

_ 
phaticaily call a man s' amour-propre. Other 

examples might be givem of thefe offenfive 
difpofitions ; for we refufe to falute an infe- 
rior through PRIDE 1 believe^ and meanly 
Solicit attention frdm people of higher jank 
out of pure fimple Vanity: but gayer os- 
tentation difplays her pi^tcnfidns to 
notice with abfurd pomp, while brutal self- 
suF]^ici£NCY defpifing help, and hooting 
away inftriidioii, grofsly afliimes that l«rhich 
the red are courting, and, ftiBf in braily im- 
pudence, thrufts all afide, feizes the firft pofl, 
and keeps it till kicked out. 

The different cures for thefe different dif^ 
eafcs . of the mind point out their various 
pathognomic fymptoms— as in corporeal ma-* 
ladies, the marking fymptom points Cut the 
mode of cure; for. ostentation will - 
ever be bed: extinguifhed by ridicule, and 
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her owft natute, tdc^ Wbg imuiedltt^ly ^ f^ 
the fifft %ht of tosiainpt, br et«n n^eft; 
while ssi.y*suFFicitNcit owAs itb itmifo* 
tatioa but a cudgd.; DcDftbr IfoiMig &y* 
pretdly. That the vatii inan i$ a beg^ of 
athmration — ^Ndw vo be a beggaf , adds h% 
is no crecBtable profeffion ) yet id lie moi^ 
noble who begs bnead^ tHaft he who begs i 
^ot£>, for the bread is more wbhh* Tlleb^ 
phrailus meantime^ than whom oo xtaaa 
feems niore deeply to have penetrated tht 
recedes of the human heart, gave the wblM^ 
three thoufaAet years ago almoft^ the iketeh 
of an OSTENTATIOUS chariader, very 
happily, when he ftys, that, to fcow alh 
Athens how he had facrificed ka oJt that 
day, ba heto (hick up th$ creature^sr h^ 
and horns upon the &otit of his bbufe, that 
no paller by might nufs feemg it, or fidl to 
V«(|tne& hb opufoote aild piety. I halre^ 
however^ fett this iaftaace of foHy £Q[s:pdhi 
vot. It, H }^T 
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bjr ah acqu^Qtance of my own, whofc o»- 
TKNT^^r ION, combined with vanity and 
lyiilg,:prompt€d Jiim to purch2&ped'-bulls, 
of^tfeft greaf fruiterers^cafly inrAprH, at eigh- 
tceu>peiK:e the b^§t, Qnly^to fling 'before 
Hi iooVf Shat .thcTe r\yho pa{Fed through Par* 
lj§P^Qat 3treet to' the ^Elpufe of Commons 
xB%ht be; led to think he had been eating 
gfeen peas at a guinea the pint — elegancies 
he very wifely avoided^ as he was in his 
own perfon neither a profufe man nor aa. 
c|>icure, tl^ough for the fake of being ad- 
mited by fuch charaders he wiftied to be 
thought both. 


^i»*— <■» ^ I i ' II ■ pi I I ii ii I M fc II ■■■■I > «■ - - ■■ •■■« — ■ >■ Si 


TO OVERREACH, TO CHEAT, TO DEFRAUD^ 
. TO DECEIVE, TO TRICK. 


#- 


» f • . • 4 « 


THESE verbs* though almoft equally 

^qre,ditable, are M)t forjdiat reafon wholly 

* ***** -.•.* •• ^ 
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{ynonymous, while a man fomedmes ds- 
FRAUDS, who nerer for a moment D£C£IV« 
£B one: and the jugglet that chbats our 
fenfes only, hut that with neatnefi of finger 
well called leger-de-main^ is eafily over- 
re ached the Ycry nest morning at market^ 
fay fbme of the (pedators whom he trick* 
tD the night before, getdng their money 
from one hand, or one pocket, to the other^ 
without their own knowledge or confcnt. 

The ftory of Decius and Alcander is the 
completelt extant, I believe, to the purpofe 
of keeping the firft of thefe words clear of 
iHH the reft. — Here is a fummary of it g^vea 
from memory ; 

Decius then, a man of great figure^ that 
liad large commifliohs for iiigar from abroad, 
treats with Alcander a Weft India inerdbiant: 
both underftand the market, yet cannot 
Quickly agree, as Decius, bdhg a man of 
fubftance, thought reafbnably that no one 
bught to buy ehcsptr than himielf, and AI- 

H 2 cander 
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cander not i^anting money had certainly 
^ right to ftand for his price. While they 
talk on, however^ Alcaader's fervant bring! 
him a letter, informing him of a much Urg/si 
quantity of fugars coming over than was 
before ezpeded. - Alcander now iKrifhed fox 
nothing l>ettef than to fell at Decius's ' price| 
before the news was known ; but, fesiring to 
appear precipitate, drops the difcourie, and, 
commending the weather, artfully propoiea 
they Ihould enjoy it together at his country 
feat. The affair happening on' a Saturday 
early in May, Decius accepts the invitation, 
and away they drive in AIcander*s coach, 
agreeing to return on Tuefday morning to 
Lonooh. 

Meanwhile Decius, riding out upon an 
eafy pad of his friend's to get him an appe- 
tite for Monday's, dii>ner^ meets a gentleman 
who tells him the Barbadpes fleet was all 
deftroyed by. a ftorm j and adds, that before 

he left the city jhat morning fugai's were 

rifing 
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rifing apace^ and that 25 per cent, at leaft 
VH)uld be the advance by 'change time. 
Deciiis now returns, and refumes the di£^ 

r 

courfe which Alcander was moft defirous 
to bring forward : and however eager one 
Was to buy, the other felt no Ids paiEooate^ 
defir€ to fell : — weary alike too of connter- 
feitmg indi&rence, Decius, the moment 
dinner was removed, duDwing a guinea 
gayly cm the tablc^ ilruck the baig^ at 
AIcander*s price, and gained next morning 
aooL by hb fogars. 

£fere was no cheating, no defraud- 
IHG ; yet Alcander, while he Arove to ovcu^ 
EEACH his ndghboor, was paid in his own 
ccmu 

There is a phrafe congenial to fouls like 
theie, 2md uTed too often ; taking a man iK 
is the expreffion :' I only print it that it may 
be avcnded for ever. 


H J PACE, 
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PACE, STEP, GAIT, MARCH, WALK, 


Come, but keep thy wonted ftate, 
With even step, and mufing oaiTj| 

Says Milton in his Penferofo ; and in fuch 
fehfe thefe words are colloquially ufed too, 
for they, though apparently, ar^ not in ftridt- 
ncfs %TiOGymbus^ The firft is always.ap-? 
plied to brutes, and the. horfe upon fale is 
commended for doing his paces well, ^yhilft 
the boarding-fchool mils receives praife for 
'the elegance of her gait, The step of 
a DANCER attra^s our applaufe j but the 
foldier's firm march calls for our efleem, 
and conae&s with ideas of dignity, courage, 
every fource of the fublime. The hafly 
WALK of a penny-poftmaft, or the folemu 
WALK at a funeral proceflion, is appropri* 
^tcd to the laft word upon the lift : 

And by her graceful walk the queen of love was known. 
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recolI«ft l)ut' otic -ps^ge 'wheife i'Ace is 
made po^ticd, and that is in HawkefWorth^s 
beautiful Ode upon Life, where the fhadovrs 

Age ! my fiiture fdf I trace. 
Stealing flow with feeble pac£ ^ 
Bending trith difeafe and cares^ 
< vAntbeknd of fife he bears. ' ' ' 


» /• 


While Pc^'s&moiistripiQCphiccs tl)e4>uith 
i^QKd.t^on our catalogi|e:inthe moft happy 
light, when Jie fays fo traly, that . . 

• • » • « ^ « 

TValkr was fimootb, but Dxyden taoght to joia 


PAUU COUFLi; BRACE, 


ALL mean two of one ibrt, yet cannoc 
^1^ be^ldeened true fyooDjiDO, while 

H4 iadi 


fudi ^kaiy iiK)diB& of nAng tfieni prevail 

kQrkSt W011I4 iy lullpulouis; and tliomgk 
frery Eogliib gentleman, fportfinaii^ V^J^ 
pr fervai^t, in pur king'a domiilion, iiaturally 
fsils two caip, two ph^afants, pr ?wp grey-? 
hounds^ a brace j ytit foreigners muft be 
told fuch trifl^s^ pr they never can learq 

them: becaufe a ba|R cf dqcka, and a 

. - . » 

pouFLE of woodcocks, 19 equally commoq 
and regular. — ^Italians are as arbitn^y ; tixey 
fay uft par ^nov^ \n £uniKar t^ ; and 
though little difpofed to lau^h at fuch mif- 
takes^ I trufl a llojmaQ Abt^te wouldj fcarce 
keep ^. countenance, |f he heard one call 
the couple of eggs brought up for one'^ 
Tupp«r at an inn una beUa copia^ 


« . 


BARTI- 


»% * 9 
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WM^TXmJLK, PECULIARt SDlGULAR* 


APPEAR fynonymous adjefdves advuw 
bially ufed, yet can fcarcelybe rated fuch upon 
do& iaveftigation. We fay that Timon is 
a SINGULAR fellow, nice in his feledion of 
intimates^ but firmly attached to tho&' ht 
has once chofen, and oddly refcdute to befieve 
nothing in their dis&vour, though the acQU^ 
(ationa may be fiipported by proofs undeniar- 
ble to the reft of m^nkind^ H« adherea 
with equally inftindive clofeneiS| however^ 
to a fafhipn as he does to a friend, and by 
fo doing gives himf^ a mighty ?a»ticu- 
LAR appearance in his manners and drefs, 
whicli looks like, the dat^ of the yeaiT 1 759 
Vpoa his back, and fets the bojn an4 girls 
p'laughing— very Httle to his concern^ fof 
having a. coniciou/hefe peculiar to him^ 
^thaf he is Qpt; ^e^^koblcy he hasjio nOr 
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tion how completely he is defpifed by per^ 
fonv \rhofe approbation gre^tfer .xneni^aa 
Timon are contented to court at the ex- 
pence of things effential to their true hap- 

pinefs, .' ' • ^ 


•^ « 


,♦ 


'■ ' m ' 


;,■'. ■ ■"» I ' » K 


rAIUrS, POWERS, MENliAL QUAi.igPISS, 4CU 
COMPXJSHMENTS, TALENTS. QENIUS^ . 
FACULTIES OF MIND, • . 


4 • . 

I 


'doctor Johnson ilways faid- ther© 
Was a fex in words j if fo, the firft of thefe 

r 

has belonged by ciiftom immemorial to the 
men, the third of thetn to the ladies. By a 
man* of PARTS however, 6y' a woman of 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, is not meant one 
Whofe powerful and ' overruling genius 
impels him to the exercife of any particular 
art or 'fcknccy He f/tbel xk SidJons. ' Noj 
fuch a defcriptioa fuits th? l?te carl of Hunt- 

Jflgdon, 
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Ingdon, or celebrated ducbefe of Queen& 
berry ; and whilft I would give Burke and 
Tohnfon as examples of great and general 
pow^^s, I would inftance Elizabeth as a per-- 
fon pofleffed of peculiar taj:.ents for go- 
T^rajgoLent in her day, as the late Lord Chat- 
ham in his ; and fay, that John duke of 
Marlborough had prodigious talents for 
war, while Frederick the Third of Pruffia felt 
the military genius. Truth is, whoever 
Jives in the happy poSefiion of great M£N«> 
TAL QUALITIES may, by turning every 
FACULTY OF i^is MIND to One Tet purpofc, 
form by degnf es that which we call a ta- 
JIENT for fome particular fcience, art, or 
ftudy ; and I doubt not but Mn Pope might 
have been as good an albronomer or chy-^ 
mift as ever he was a poet; fo might Me- 
taftaijo probably, had they concentrjated their 
powers, and faftened them on /£^/ branch 
of knowledge inftead ©f the bough they 
ifhofe J while Sliakeipeare, Ariofto, Handel, 

ipergufon. 
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f dgufon^ muft have been v^at they Tvere^ 
aad that of neceiilty : their genius was too 
powerful for them to flop or turn* 


' ' ■ i ■ ! .■ ■ • J ■ ■ ■ 


PARTY, DIVISION IN THE STATE, FACTIOR 


^•m^tmmmmm 


THESE cannot be iuppofed naturally 
and neceflarily fynonymous, whilft each 
PARTY in its turn calls the oppofite one a 
lAtTION, with intent to difgrace it in the 
eye of fuctt as lament thofe divisions in 
A STATR which force them into the lifts on 

» 

cither fide* When England was rent with 
commotions in the latter end of ktng Chatlec 
^e FirftV rdgn, the firft appellative of fconi 
was thrown by thofe who flocked round the 
royal ftandard at their repubfican opponents, 
whom the cavaliers now firft called round'- 
heads^ from their manner of wearing the 
llair cut ihort^ or at moft curled in one row 

»bovt 


BRITISH STNONTMT; ^o^ 

abovt die ned^ I>ehind ; and 'da obferraUc^ 
the i^id ProteCbmts of Germany ffiU hope 
finne merit may be claimed by bdog fixn 
out of powder with lleek roundheads^ and 
fijr the moft part a bi:^ht biafs comb ftuck 
behuid ; while gentlemen in Italy and Spain 
are yet gmng by the xuaae cf cavaStri fince 
the hcdy war, to which tluy ment on hodb- 
bad^ while plebdans walked on foot. Bat 
a new diftindion foon broke out in Britain, 
wfaece the laft-mentioned called them^ves 
petitUMmftt ^uid the loyalifb, abhorrers^fixnn 
their repeated expreflions of die /ibbiurreuce 
they felt againft men who difturbed tlidr 
fovereign^s and the public's tranquillity* Into 
die abufive names of whig and tory however 
all others ibon dropped^ and by tbefe namea 
the ariftocrates and democrates of our coun- 
try have till now been imiDwn. Of diefe 
Rapin fays, ^ The moderate tories are th& 
true Engliihmen — have frequendy laved 
the ftate, and will/ave it again (prc^hedc 

- # 

may 
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may hU words prove !) whenever it fiiatt bS* 

in danger either of defpotifra from^the efr 

fcrts of the very violent tones, or of repub-^ 

Kcanifm from the very violent whigs ; for/* 

continues he, " the moderate ftate-whigs 

isriih little mere than to maintaiAt with unre-^ 

mittcid attention the privileges of parlia-^ 

Hient^ and only lean in every difpute to the 

« 

popular fide j while the tories watch vfiih 
equal care over the royal prerogative^ re-^. 
gardful of its rights and jealous of its in-^ 
fringemcnts* Epifcopalians and puritans in 
Kke manner foftened down their diflindiions, 
and Were beft known in the fucceeding 
reigns by name of high and 1q^ church- 
men ; the firft being moft ftrenuous to fup- 

port the hierarchy ; the fecond, vigilant to 
prevent any ftretch of ecclefiaftical power." 
Till thefe unhappy times, Yiomtvtr^anarcbijlt 
profefledly fo called were never heard of 
in any church or ftate. Lord Bolingbroke^ 
who will not be fufpe<3;ed eafily I imagine' 

(it 


BRITISH SYN^a^MX< >i < 

of an kypooitical regard for oar hi^j reli<» 
^OD, iajs in this manner ; ^^ Some men 
there are, ^the pefts of fodety I think them, 
who take every opportunity of declaiming 
againft tjiat church eftabliihment which, is 
recdved in Britain ; and juft fo the other 
men of whom I have been ijpeakingi affed 
a kindnefs for liberty in general, but dlflike 
fo much the fyftem of liberty eftablUhed 
here, diat they are Inceffant in their endea- 
vours to puzzle the plaineft thing in the 
world^ and to refine and diftinguiih away 
the life and flrength of our conftitution in 
£Lvour of the little prefen momentary turns. 
nvbicb tbey are retained tojerve. And what 
would be the confequenqe I would know, 
if thdr end^vours ihould (iicceed? I am 
perfuaded," continues he, " that the great 
politicians, divines, philoibphers, and law^ 
yers, who exert them, hjive not yet prepared 
and agreed upon the pl^ns of a new reli-^ 
Wc?/r, and of fie%v aonftitutiQns in cbureb and 
4 fate^ 


yi4 woanm ^ti^tmum 

/ 

fi(iU. We ihould find ourfelves tber^fertf 
without any form of religioiv or any otU 
goremmenL The firft iet of thefe miffioi^ 
aries would haften to remove aO refirainti 
of religion from the goTemed, and die latter 
iet would remove cr render ine£fe£tual all 
die limitadons and coiitrouls which liberty 
lias prefcribed to thofe that govern, and thus 

disjoint the whole frame of our conftitudon* 
Endre diflbludon of manners, confufion, 
anarchy, or at beft abfolute monarchy, muft 
follow ; for it is probable that in a ftate like 
this, amidft fuch a rout of lawiefs favages^ 
men would choofe that government, rather 
than no govelmnient at ^1." Thus far the ele- 
gant and fpirited difiertation upon i^arties 
bears teftimony to a neceflity for religious 
and civil fubordination, in theft days openly 
denied and combated, to the tertot of every 
fed, the aftoniflimeot of every party. Againft 
the prefent FACTION, then, let ftlt modifica- 
tions of chtiftianity and .^viJiladoa hadeti 

to 
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to unite ; when even this laft quoted infidel 
would, were he now alive, lend hh affi dance 
to crufh thefe profeflbrs of atheifin and yio- 
lence, thefe traitors to human kind, who 
under a (how of regard rob them of their 
deareft rights, and render the royal, the pa« 
rental, the marital authority — for each is con* 
ncGtcd with the other — ^a jell for fools, a 
ihadow of a fhade. 


=f 


PHILANTHROPY, CHARITY, BENEFICENCE, 
GENEROSITY, BENEVOLENCE, KINDNESS, 

FRIENDSHIP, 


I 


ARE not I believe exadUy fynonymous. 
For ever feparatty yet for ever near^ will a 
well-inftrud:ed foreigner find them after 
long refidence in this nation, fo juftly cele- 
brated for its GENEROSITY, yet knowing 
fitde of the joys of friendship— a word 

VOL. II. I now 
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now proftituted to political purpofes ; while 
thofc perfons are by feme new perverfioa 
of language ft y led friends of the people, 
who feek with more than ufual diligence to 
ruin and miflead them — luring them for- 
ward to deftroy that nobility they may now 
reafonably hope, by dcferving, to obtain ; 
and pull down thofe limits of civilized life, 
which like the bars in mufic make all the 
harmony of compofition. The comfort is, 
our • highly-enlightened populace fee and 
condemn their falfehood j nor will be duped 
by.fuch apparent ftiews of benevolence 
in their deluders, whilft all their tables af- 
ford talk of perpetual cenfure, eternal deri- 
fion, accompanied with ftrong defire of de- 
rogating from each exalted charader, and 
giving hints for defamation ev6n of thoffit 
individuals — the very cenfurers would fcarce 
be unwilling to affift, were they fufFeriag 
pecuniary diftrefs. 

But although our age and country ftand' 
, X 5 fore- 
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. ♦ ♦ • 

foremoft in the ranks of beneficence. o( 
which our hofjpitals, piifons^ and fubfcrip^ 
dons for almfgivmg, afibrd undeniable and 

exemplarj proofs; the prefent times are 

• • 

as certainly un&vourable to feienbship^ 
which like the tubefofe diffiifes its fweets 
moft powerfully in a room ; and, breathing 
fteeft in a dofer air, delights to petfume do^ 

r 

meftic apartments, deftined for the comforts 
of fodal life ; while th6 more liberal honey* 
fackle fcatters its fragrance indiicriminately 
on paflers by, like modem philanthro« 
FISTS, who fo extend their undifceming 
kindness to every colour, every character, 
ef ery defcription of men, they feem to love 
the human race, not only nmtb their faults, 
but, afi ladies fomedmes are loved — tYcnfor 
their faults. Meantime that high^prindpled, 
that Quiftian virtue charity, that pure 
love of God and obedience to his vdll, that 
deiire of pleafing bim which emanates in 
tender care of his creatures, that gentle ipi« 
s - 1 2 lit 
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rit vaunting not itfelf, thinking tto evil, en- 
during all things, and feeking not her own, 
feems to have been the growth of a neigh- 
bouring nation, where the poffeflbr of fuch 
faint-like excellence was complimented by 
our countrymen, as well as his own, with 
the titles of ideot, dolt, afs^ &c. We /obis 
accounted bis life madnefs, — ^but " Wifdom 
will at length be juftified of her children ;" 
for whilft his.fubjedts clafled him among 
the vileft of his fpecies, living and dying 
rated him among fuch ; they exalted to the 
rank of heroes and of demi-deities, Mirabeau, 
Voltaire, &c. only for having exceeded their 
competi^tors in zeal and ability to diilem^ 
nate the poifon of infidelity, and its fubfe- 

qucnt, nay its confequent vices — flrife, 
murder, rebellion, parricide. 


PIOUS, 
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nous, RELIGIOUS, DEVOUT- 


THOSE words are certainly in their 
common acceptation very ftrongly allied: it 
does not, however, ftrike me that they are^ 
actually (ynonymous; becaufe the fecbnd 
in particular conveys ideas of a man wholly 
fecluded from external cares, in order that 
he may attend more clofely to the duties of 
religion; yet a long refidence in coun« 
trie^ attached to the church of Rome, will 
now and then exhibit a religieux who ig 
Neither pious nor dIevout. I mean not 
the empty common-place of fneering at re- 
ligious orders, which were originally in- 
flituted vrith good though miflaken inten- 
tions, which have been corrupted doubtlefs 
to. a melancholy date of deviation from 
\dut was at firft inftituted in each, and 
which are now going to be deftroyed with- 

I 3 . out 
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out any good that I can fee mingled In the 
projed for deftroying them. A man may 

. * 

be however a good and ufeful member of 
many fuch an order, without any exemplary 
PIETY or PEVOTION, if he adhere ftriiStly 
to t^ie rules, attend the religious func- 
tions with decent and unremitted pun£tu^ 
ality at their flated times, and fet a good 
example of regular and fteady behaviour in 
a perfon addicted to fludy and eminent 
for learning ; while myftic aqd enthufiaflic 
PIETY often blazes up to a greater height 
^mong Proteftants, who being U(s reftrained 
by ritual obligation than Romanifts are, fol- 
low fanatic zeal, when once in fight of it, 
with a degree of headftrong violence no 
church eftablifhment encourages, or would 
willingly permit, Witnefs the frantic warmth 
of fancy allowed in each other by the foU 
lowers of Emanuel Swedenborg, whofe 

empty heads imagine their founder worthy 

» 

of being not called among the angels only, 

but 
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but of being found capable of being ufeful 
to them as an inftruSor ; while nothing can 
run further from pious awe, that fears ftill 
to o£Fend, than fuch vain and arrogant pre- 
tenfions. 

The truly devout man difclaims them: 
humble in his heart, and firm in his con- 
dud, he %hts or trades, or braves the ele^ 
ments by lea, or adminiflers juftice at home, 
or fearches deep the (lores of hidden know- 
ledge, or fweetens that knowledge by poetic 
numbers, according as his mode of life re- 
quires — ufing his talent to the glory of God, 
and DEVOTi ng aU his powers to bis fervice 
—-He neith^ fliuns the world nor feeks it, 
but as a means of his ialvation ; by uling, 
not abufing Chriftian liberty — He impofes 
on faimfelf no new duties of a keligious 
XSitprofeffed — ^He neither Ifarinks into a mere 
recluie, nor flames up into a myilical and 
madly pious intruder of his notions on 
matiHn^l j but, charitable to all, defires to 

J4 aflift. 
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ai&ft, and not condemn, his fidlow-labonien 
in the trae Chriftian caufe. 

Were I to place the name of Hutton un- 
der this piAure, he would be offended ; * ijut 
I may tell my readeHs how one of his femafc 
miilxonaries for North America replietf to 
Dodor Johnfon, who afking if fhe was not 
fearful of her health in thofe cold countries)^ 
received for anfwer. Why, Sir, lam de- 
voted to the fervice of my Saviour; and 
whether that may be heft and moft ufefully 
carried on here, or on the coaft of Labra^ 

dor, 'tis Mn Hutton s bufinefs to fettle— I 
will do my part either in a brick-hou£b or a 
fhow-houfe, with equal alacrity — for you 
know Vi/ the fame thing vnth regard tp my 
own foul. 

This was a devout woman, of which 
fort I know not how many will be found ; 
but the prascurfor of our Lord preached no 
other doftrine than this, — He did* not bid 
the foldiqrs quit their profeflions, or tell 
^ them 
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them that their ornaments were dipt in blood: 
he only commanded them to do no yio^ 
lence, but reft contented, with their wage^ 
L^cemember. He did not, as it appean, 
cenfider even the publicans* calling as ne*- 
ceflarily deflmdive of ibeir (alration who 
purfued it, but enjoined them ^ to exzSt 
no more than was aj^xMnted.'' He treats 
ed not any honourable defignations of life 
as prc^me, but taught repentance of our 
fins, not of our fituatioiis in this world^*^ 
where Sl Paul likewiie, who was die fol* 
lower, as St John the harim^^er of Jefiis^ 
£iys bdefly, Whatfoever you do, do it to 
the ^ory of God— and tktt fiirdy is true 

DKTOTIOX. 


POET, WEITEK^ AUTBOX^ 


ARE m Acir own ienle of the wordls 
metuaaif not (jmoajmcM i% — the &ft has 
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^ver exalted his art above the reft ; and fb 
certainly does every man of learning openly 
pr tacitly aflent to the poet's fuperiority, 
leaving all other writers who cannot 
make verfes, apparently fo diflatisfied with 
theoiielvesy that even our immortal Bentley 
thought it neceflary to try : and Dodfley has 
preferved a few faint ftanzas, in which we 
may perceive that firft-rate name ftrug- 
gling for unmerited praife in a cold imita- 
tion of Evelyn, rather than not leave him- 
felf recorded as a competitor for poetic lau^^ 
rels, Johnfon, half in jeft half in eameft^ 
when his Imlac feek the entbufiaftic fit, 
and goes on for ibme pages aggrandiz-» 
ing his own profeffioi>, makes the Prince 
of Abyffinia flop him at length with thefe 
words — Enough ! thou haft convinced me 
that no human being can ever be a poet» 
And I well remember one day at Sir Joihua 
Reynolds's houle, fome gentlemen coming 
in with a foreigner, to fhew hina the pic^p^, 

tures, 
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tures, and poindng out Johnfon\ when he 
aiked whofe was that f — ^Johnfon the philo- 
fbpher, fays one in company — ^Johnfon the 
great writmRj cries another intemqpting 
him — Our famous author, fir, iaid the 
mafter of the houfe. ITeft^ce pas la le ro^ 
£T£? enquired our TifitaoL When the 
Dodor came in half sm hour after, I alked 
him which he lored beft of his panegy- 
rifts. — ^I love none of the rog;ues, replied he 
— merrily — and am only forry it was not 
Reynolds who called me the rosr. That 
dog of a Frenchman took it for Bcn^s por- 
trait, Fm aft^aid. Thcle fuperior mortals 
how then fhall we venture to dais ? for fbmc 
might with juftice fed ofiended, cren ia 

m 

the fliades, were they placed as mere equab 
with the reft ; — for though all figh for the 
iacred name of poet, all muft not fit on 
the fame bench I think with Homer, Shake* 
ipeare, ^likon, and Ariofio : and if odier 
^reat Giedb names, with Virg^ Horace, 

Tailb, 
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TaSby Terefice, Camoens, cuui multis alus^ 
ttt contented witk the fecohd row ; per^ps 
the third, ilill increafing like Rhopalic Unes, 
fiioald be filled up by Corfaeille, Dryden, 
Pope, kacine^ Boileau^ Thomfon, Rowe, 
Toutig, Swift, ^ and a Icmg honourable ct 
urlera. I kndw not t^hether the Englifh 
hare itian J of tehat I call iecond rate POETi 
16 hoaft : — onft, unleft Spcnfet may claim 
that poft, are all either firft or third, as I re- 
member; which is the more remarkable, 
beestufe Great Britain e^thibits above all 
cDobtries the comforts of mediocrity in moft 
toattm — climate^ dilpenfation of riches, 
tsdents — every thing but poefy ; and there 
•I reccfUea no c«ie to fill the biteach 'twixt 
l^alkefpeare and Drydeii'-^iiiilerd Edinund 
Spei^er bei alloWed that Honour. 


PREDIC- 
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FUEDICTION AHD PROPHECY 


ARE fcarcely fynonymous ; while the firft 
fi^ems bed appropriated to the word of mere 
man unin^ired, the iecond to the word of 
God — pronounced either by himfelf or 
fome commiffioned mortal. Such are the 
PROPHECIES contained ia the Scriptures, 
many of which are already fo vifibly, fo 
Mncontrovertibly ful&lled, that incredulity's 
felf ihrinks from their Evidence. Among 
thefe are the dcftrudion of Carthage de- 
nounced in the days of Romulus by liaiah ; 
the calling of King Cyms by his name, fo 
long before his birth ; and the final defeat of 
Darius foretold to be effeded by Alexan- 
der the Great, who was bimfelf teftimoay 
of its truth, when advancing in rage ^gainft 

Jeruialera, the high prieft Jaddus, met him 
at the gate, and die world's, conqueror fell 
at his feet to worlhip the Eternal Father, 

wfaofe 
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whofe myfterious name bound on his fef-^ 
vant's forehead was the only armour oppofed 

to Macedonia's monarch whiph could blunt 
his violence. The jprieft then led him to 
the holy place, and fhewed him there the 
book of Daniel's prophecy, written three 
hundred years before thofe great events, ia 
which his conflict and vidory over Perfia 
were fet forth. Meantime the foe of man-> 
kind, mindful of the power which the fore- 
ihowing of futurity muft give to the true re- 
figion, imitated on his part by falfe oracles 
tfiofe denunciations of infpired writers, and, 
availing himfelf of people's natural propen- 
fity to liften after ambiguous phrafes, de- 
ceived his votaries by vain predictions, 
and that in Croefus's cafe fo very notorioufly, 
that (Enomaus the philofopher confiders 
them, in a paflage preferved by Eufebius, as 
mere cheats; whilft he imputes the decep- 
tion to Jupiter, and never feems to fuf-' 
ped, a& Bayle and other modem' fceptics" 
• do. 
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do, that all the deceit was a trick of the 
priefts to gain money and credit from the 
vulgar. That thefe oracles^ whatever they 
were, ceafed at our Saviour's coming, can 
fcarcelv be denied ; — and Pere Balthus, Li* 
brarian to the Jefuits College at Rheims, 
a learned man, who died no longer ago 
than the year 1 743, fays in his Reponfe a 
TEKftoire des Oracles, ecrite par Monfieur de 
Fontenelle, that they were real oracles ; which 
Bouchet's Letters from India confirm, add- 
ing, that the fiune things fliS £dntly fubfift 
in the Eaft — ^among Pagan nations — but 
£ide away in proportion as the Go^l i» 
propagated; an afleition Kiantz corrobo- 
rates in his authentic and entertaimng ac« 
count of the Greenland Angekoks. Certain 
it is, that where there is leaft true fiuth, 
moft cxtedeDce Is beftowed on vain pkedic* 
Tioifs; and this oUervadon b fi> fiire, diat 
Homer makes his Cyclop, whom he de-^^ 
icribcs as emineiidy ^\\AWml. the s^od^ 
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Ic/i PoIyphemCy find out when tTlyflcs d& 
cape$fiiiD — 

This Telemus ^nrjmedcs /orrtM, 
The mightj Se^r that on thefe hills grew old ^ 
Skill'd the dark £itcs of mortals to declare^ ^ 

And leam'd in all vnng^d omens of the air. 

Which Ovid has extended : 

Telemus interea Siculum delatus in seqaor^ 
Telemus Eurymedes quern nulla fefellerit ales, &c.. 

Nor can I fancy the prefent age quite a» 
eminent for its fpirit of orthodox belief, as 
I find it Ikilfiil and acute to dig out declara> 
tions of fomething to come fi:om Lacey's 
Warnings, or Fleming's curious fermon ; 
which, inftead of being confidered as an at- 
tempt to explain the prophecies of St. 
Jbhn^s Apocalypfe, is now half looked up 
to, as being in its own felf prophetic : a 
miftake which would have grieved, not 
flattered the ingenious author, whofe ikill 
in calculation deferves much refped; and 

whofc 
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v^hofe PREDICTION rcfpeding the fate of 
France has been furprifingly verified, as all 
Europe muft allow. Indeed, the prefent 
ftrange. ftate of things around one prefent9 
perpetual temptation to imagine fome ap« 
proaching change. Great events have mark- 
ed every two thoufand years from tjie begin-* 
ning; and when we fee each ftep Time treads 
towards the third grand period, ftamped 
with uncommon prefTure, who can forbear 
recoUedling the idea fhadowed out by the 
primitive Fathers, and maintained with 
firm perfuafion by Laftantius, of thofe bufy 
fcenes likely to precede our laft fabbatical 
days, of which every feventh is perhaps a 
.type ? — The emancipation of the blacks too 
' — great and ailoniftiing work as it is — ^will 
in all human probability be efiedted before 
the end of this century, and remind men 
perhaps of the old Sybil's prophecy, 
which faid fo long ago, that when Afric 
recovered, Mundus would expire : a faying 
then underftood at Rome of the world's 
voLt II. K end; 
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end ;— but when Juftinian*8 general of (hat 
name died in Dalmatia, they confidered th^ 
PREDICTION as fnlfilled. 

But why recur to Sybilline oracles ?— rThft 
Roman Eagle as exhibited in vifion to £f- 
dras, with his triple crown — feeble and 
plume-plucked j — the memorable verfes in a 
fuccceding chapter foretelling that there fliall 
he . feditioa among men, . invading one ano^ 
ther ; that they Ihall not regard their kings 
and princes, but the courfe of their actions 
ihall (tand in their own power ; frfr there 
fhall be a great infurredion upon them that 
fear the Lord ; they fhall be like madmen 

« 

fparing none, but ftill fpoiling and deftroying 
ithem that fear the Lord — Such events com- 
ing to pafs before our own eyes, accompa* 
nied with what our Saviour has bimfelf 
foretold, concerning the diftrefs of nations 
with perplexity — men's hearts failing them 
•for fear, and for looking on thofe things 
which come upon the earth— do certainly 
fuflSce to aftound fome minds ; and form a 

- fnghtful 
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£ightful combination of circumftances. [a a 
country where every one, indoSli doSlique^ 
prefumes to expound according to his own 
fancy, pafTages from holy writ : — and 'tis but 
a few .months ago that there appeared in 
fome public print of the day, the following 
numerical calculationn>f the fix hyndred and 
iixty-tix, faid to be the number of the bead in 
Revelations ; for, (ays St. John, his number 
is the number of a Man^ and by that count 
here it is afcribed to Lewis the Fourteenth 
of France, who laft afpired to univerfal mo« 
narchy. — Vide St. Jobn^s Apocaljpfe^ chap# 
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Now Bifhop Newton, Diodati, and al- 
moft all the learned proteftant Writers, ex- 
plained this paflage by the word Lateinos — 
but it IS the number of a man^ not of a lan- 
guage or nation* I will fay no more about it, 
however, having this moment heard a true 
anecdote related, that feems as if it had been. 
made on purpofe — which it was not— to 
throw a juft ridicule upon me, and upon all 
fuch unknowing and incompetent pokers 
into PROPHECY. An ordinary man in Sur- 
ry here aflced his Curate, if he did not think 
this war would go hard with the French ! 
— Nay, I zmfure it will, added the fellow : 
for I was reading in the Bible but this morn- 
ing, and foiind fomewhere in Ifaiah thefe 
remarkable words — "Mount Seir (hall be 
brought low." Now, fir, you feethe prophet 
muft have meant that Mounfeer ihall b« 
brought low, — Can ignorance or folly go 
further ? 


PREFACE, 
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PREFACE, PRELUDE, PROEM, PROLOGUE, 

EXORDIUM. 


THESE words, though clofely allied in 

fynonymy, muft not be ufed with indiffe- 
rence by foreigners, becaufe their propriety 
depends upon their places. We lay the 
PREFACE to a book — the prelude to a. 
piece of mufic — the prologue written for 
a new play — and the exordium to a rhe- 
torical compofition. Tally calls it dtfficillU 
ma pars orationts ; but, by what I can un- 

« 

derftand, the Latins ufed peroration more, 
and ftudied the art of fpeaking more than 
their mailers the Greeks did ; who appear 
in every thing to have produced more im- 
mediate effe<ft with fmall apparent pains 
than any other fet of men : — *tis fo with 
originality in every thing* 

K3 Sal 
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Sal thought^ and thought^ and mifs'd her aim. 
While Ned ne'er ftudying won the game. Shenstoke, 

Thofe who. follow indeed muft neceflarily 

ftudy, or they will iiot even fave a point j 
while the inventor of the game, knowing all 
its combinations, may like Philidor play on 
the violin while he conquers the greateft pro» 
feflbrsat chefs. But we have fprgot one of 
the words upon our lift — proem — ^juft for 
this reafon — becaufe it is forgotten in con» 
verfation language, whence it \^left out as 
too fublime, while preample is turned 
out as too vulgar I believe, though all of 
thfem were at firft of equal value. If even 
in words therefore this fighed-for cjquality 
cannot be kept, let us not think of it in 
any thing elfe. Water lies level naturally^ 
that is in its natural ftate, but cold wrinkles 
and curls it up ; while heat tofles it into vi- 
olent inequalities. Neither is its natural &2iXt 
fettled by philofophers anymore than the 
natural ftate of fociety j fome authors coi;- 
3 tending 
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tending (among which^ names of no lefs ce-* 
lebrity than Boyle and Boerhaave may be 
found) that water is a folid body of the 
cryftalline kind, put by heat into a pretema* 
tural ftate, like any other mineral, which, by 
^ ftiU greater degree of heat, is driven into 
fuiion likewise ; but muft not for that reafoa^ 
be ranked among real fluids. If water then 
may be denied fluidity by fubtle arguers, it 
may alfo be defied the natural difpofitioQ 
we have hitherto believed it pofleflfed of — 
to keep its level, and maintain a regular and 
equal furface ; and if equality can be found 
neither in the natural world nor the litera- 
ry one (for to prove this laft pofition we 

- » 

need but look over our fynonymes), it will 
with difficulty be detefted in any thing— 
leaft of all in the. place *tis now fought for, 
fociety j where he who finds it will be fu^ 
perior to us all — and then, 

Like following life in creatures they difled, 
. We lofe it in the moment we dete£l. 

K 4 • PRERO^ 
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PREROGATIVE amd PRIVILEGE, 


THAT thcfe words arc not fynonymous, 

^ foreigner foon learns from that hiftory of 

England he is commonly induced to prefer j 

as believing it moll impartial, and feeling 

it moft eafy to comprehend; — I mean that 

written by Rapin, who keeps the line very 

cxa£l between them; whence his readert 

pever can be confounded, or miftake, fo as 

to doubt for a moment that to the people; 

have been granted valuable privileges,^ 

' which 'tis their intereft and duty to keep 

from violation by continuing to deferve, 

and ftudying to maintain them : while th^ 

king on his part enjoys certain prergga-* 

TIVES — advantages not ajkedfor^ as the ve- 

ry derivation implie^s— but inherent in hia 

pffice^ which he cannot part with j; which 

» 

Charles 
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Charles the Flrft died father than bafely /r^- 
tend to part with ; and which Louis Seize 
when he had loft the power of exerting, 
loft his own life, his family's honour, his" 
country's fplehdour, and the happinefs of 
hb good fubjeSs and true adherents for 
eveR May the frlvata lex^ from whence 
the happy Briton derives both literally and . 
civilly thofe rights that render him fuperior 
to every other countryman, be long pre* 
ferved to his defcendants ; while franchifcfs. 
Immunities and privileges ihall be the 
well underftood fynonymy of our highly- 
fevoured realm: — and fince it was from 
breach of thefe by our ill-advifed fovercign, 
when he violated the privileges of parlia- 
ment in that fatal year 1 640, that our rafh 
forefathers derived their excufo for refift^ 
j^nce J and fince even Englifhmen, feduceci , 
by early fqccefs in what was at firfl; a re* 
fpedtable intention to maintain the rights 

granted them by former kings, went for- 
ward^ 
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■vrard, till, not contented with fecuring their 
6wn juft claims from future infult, thej 
ilrack at the monarches prerogative, fa- 
ered as his perfon, and havii^ a neceflarj 
inherence in his perfon, which fell in the 
conteft — may the words nor their meanings 
be ever more difputed, but the element^ of 
our incomparable government — moft re- 
fembling the government of nature itfelf— 
keep their due limits, like thofe of fire and 
water ; either of which let loofe upon the 
other, confumes the whole of the eleweflh- 
tary fyflem, and produces, in the nicely-ba« 
lanced world, either a deluge or a confla- 
gration! 


PREVALENT, 
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PREVALENT, PREVAILING, 


ARE both adverbs expreiEve of predo^ 
minance, not ftrong, but ftrengchening every 
moment The laft word being a participle 
is in common ufe of courfe, and I think it 
lies a ivhole fliade nearer to vulgarity than 
the other. We fay that one prevalent 
idea pofleffing the mind, is a mark* of inci^ 
pietit madnefs; yet that fome prevailing 
opinions fhould keep rule in a man's head is 
necefiary : he will otherwife become an un- 
ilcady. charafter, of no credit to his friends 

and no confequence to himfelf, if from fear 
of prejudices he keeps his mind like a carte 
blanchci for any fool to write what he pleafei 
on ; or like a ihop-keeper's dirty flate with a 
Ijponge tied to it, ready to wipe out one fet 
of notions at any time, for the more conve* 
aienb infertioa of another fet. Friendfhip is 

coi^mend* 


' # 
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commendabley and partiality towards a f^i c -: 1 
pardonable, if not approaching to : i^^ 

worthy. Yet the permitting ah. J. a v 
charader or perfon fo to monopoiizc one's 
thoughts as to prevail over every other, 
and prompt one to talk only of him or her, 
is ridiculous ; and ridiculed even if the ob- 
je£l of bur admiration be fon or daughter, 
although more folly is forgiven to parental 
than to any other fondncfs. A man's ho- 
neft delight in his own calling is eftimable, 
fay we j but 'tis comical carried to an ex- 
treme, becaufe it fhews the prevailing 
tafte too ftrongly. I was once well ac- 
quainted with a worthy merchant, who had 
his own portrait painted and hung up in the . 
compting-houfe \ it was a ftrlking likenefs, 
and we commended it as fuch — " Ay, ay," 
replied the mailer of the houfe, ** you fee 
*tis reprefented writing'--^, ptn in my hand — 
that's like me, fure enough j for though I 
never read your poets mpch, I took up one 

2 pnc« 
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once by chance, and found a fine obfervation^ 
confidering it was vcrfe — 

Nature^s chief mafterpiece is ^mrking wdL 

We muft own/' continued he, ** that that Is 
exceeding good fenfe." 

Another acceptation of the fecond word 

# 

upon our lift, (hews it bj no means fynDny* 
mous with the firft. It might be aflerted, 
that notwithftanding our war againft France 
was undertaken with pure intentions, and 
the difficulty of avoiding it almoft infupe- 
rable, there is poflibility of our not pre^^ 
VAiJLiN'G in the conteft, as the many- 
headed monfter feems invulnerable ibme* 
how. Perhaps becanfe like Achilles ihe has 
been dipt in helPs hotteft river, her nila:8 are 
like him difpofed to devour even literally tfa^ 
fiefh of Idngs and princes, and to fay, as he 
does to the mortally wounded Hector, 

Could I myfidf tlic Uoodj Inmqaet join ? 
No. To tbc dogs dij carcafe I reCjn^ 

And 

4^ 
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'And tis no doubt the opinion moft pr£VA« 
LENT among wife men^ that the Frencli 
ruleris would make no peace more friendly^ 
no compafi: mdre eligible, with any of the 
allied powers at prefent, than that propofed 
by the ferocious hero of antiquity when ex- 
cited by the fpirlt of revenge. Over minds 
Jwelled with vanity, deftitute of principle, 
and burfting with ambitious rage, even ava- 
rice has no power ; nor could peace be pur- 
chafed by gold, which has an almoft uni- 
verfal fway through the walks of civilized 
life — ^where, as our elegant fatirift Gay 
fays. 

If you at an office folicit your due. 
And would not have matters negle£led, 

you muft quicken the clerk with a perquifite too, 
To do what his duty dircftcd : 

Or would you the frowns of a lady prevent. 

She too has this palpable failing ; 
The perquifite foftens her intdconfent— 

%hdt reafon with all is prevailing. 

TO 
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TO PREVARICATE, TO CAVIL, TO EVADE 
GIVING ANSWERS, TO SHUFFLE. 


THE firft of thefe is the politeft; the 
fourth is a word almoft too mean even for 
fo mean a pi^^ice: to cavil is fcarce a 
fynonyme to the other three; although he 
who PKET ARic ATES, hy oiSching up words 
iQ a wroo^ fenie, does inoft undoubtedly ex^ 
pofe the meaning to cj^t^il, and that intea- 
dimalLy. Witiieis the condud of the Ro« 
man ibldier, who being taken prifoner by 
Hannibal, and releafed on lus parole to re* 
turn, took occafion to go back asif forfome* 
thing he had left behind, in order^io evadi 
the oath he had willingly taken : but fuch 
SCUFFLING behaviour was fixm condemned 
' by his more honourable countrymen, who 
ient him to reodre due poniihment frogi 
v^ Hannibal 
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Hannibal himfelf. Franknels of heart and 
opennefs of manners are amiable in every 

fituation we can be placed in ; and coquet* 

« 

tifli PREVARICATION is detcftcd in all ranks 
and in both fexes. Yet I could relate a ri- 
diculous inftance of ill effeds arifing — not 
from ilncerity^ but from leflbns given to in* 
culcate flncerity, where the learner had not 
capacity to be taught. A grave gentleman 
I once knew had a niece whom he loved as 
-his child, and whofe uncommon beauty 
idrew to his houfe a muhitude of her ad- 
mirers. The uncle begged, her to make a 
choice, . protefted he would never interfere 
with what fo immediately related to ber 
happinefs, declaring that ten, thoufand 
pounds of his fortune fhould be hers — but 
infifted on her never prevaricating with 
any man, or endeavouring to detain his 
heart while flie evaded giving him her 
hand. In order to flrengthen his precepts 

. ^ Iff 


/ 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. tif 

by example, he put Richardfon's unmortal 
Works upon her fhelf, bidding her take 
Harriet Byron for her model — And now, 
(ays he-, bq shuffling with friends who 
come hither only on your account ; and I 
ihaQ call you a good girl, difmifs or accept 
Whoin you will. The lovers came, and 
went-^applauding the beauty and candour 
of his fair Amelia j and when his country- 
ieat had exhibited a magic-lanthorn of their 
comings and goings for a twelvemonth, the 
wife uncle TCquefted a new t^te-a-^t^te with 
his pretty niece^ And what, fays he, can 
be the meaning, my dear, that none of thefe 
gendemea's addrefles have pleafed you ? I 
thought young Brillus a very promifing ge* 
nius, and flattered myfelf you would have 
been of my mind. Eugenio, too, a man of 
birth, breeding, and high conne£tions; hand- 
fome, and of good principles j why did not 
that match take place ? And poor Adraftus ! 
the worthieft youth in England, who half 
VOL, lu L broke 
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broke his heart when he took leave of the 
houfe— what can be the meaning of your 
rejecting fuch offers ? did not you like the 
men ? Exceedingly well, uncle, replies the 
girl ; but they all do go away after they have 
fpoke their minds to me, as they call it — ' 
making me a thouiand compliments on my 
iincerity and franknefs, and never coming 
a^ain — how can 1 tell for what ?^ — But I'm 
fure they have no fault to find with me, I 
do as you bid me, and imitate Mifs Harriet 
Byron all I can. It vexed me when Adraftus 
went away fo for nothing at all, and you fay 
it vexed him (fobbing), and I was as kind 
as could be, too ; but whenever I tell any of 
them that I am pre^tigaged^ they fend for a 
poft»-chaife diredlly. 


TO 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 147 


TO PkEVENT, TO HINDER, 


A R £ as bad flumbling-blocks to a fo 
reigncr as pre-engaged was to pretty Mi fs 
Amelia* The firfl of thefe words b fo natu- 
ral to them in its original fenfe^ that they 
are perpetuaUy led to ufe it in a way we 
underftand it not; and fay^ I prevented 
you of that hole in the ground, why did 
you drive your horfe into it ? meaning I 
warned you. — ^Wc reply. No, fir : if you 
had ^ken in time, it miglu have prc*- 
VENTED this -overturn, by^ hindering me 
£nom gcnng that road« The wcH-ds, though 
very do(e, are not howeva pofitively fyno- 
nymoo& We lay^ The pA in the laft article 
was HINDERED fitMn fftaMifliing herieif to 
her own hearths content, only hy her igno^ 
noceof langnagie, and literal imitatiofi of 
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Mifs Harriet Byron, who was really pre-en* 
gaged^ which Amelia was not. — Yet might 
this abfurdity have been eafily prevented, 
at lead its confequences ; had not the uncle 
been as ignorant of life, aa his niece was of 
her book — for then he would not by aC- 
fe£ted fcrupulofity have laid fuch an empjy 
idiot open to her owh, atid to evefy one's 

power of ii\juring her happiilefs and peace. 

». • . » ' 

Partiality w6uld not have clofed the eyes 

of a perfon who knew the world better, . and 
plainer fpeaking- would have been a truer 
obligation than nicety^- which fuch a crea- 
ture could not exped, 4nd precepts, which 
[^fhe could not compreh^ad. 


PRIMARY 
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PRIMARY AND PRIMITIVE 


APPEAR at firft fight nearer allied in fj- 
nonymy than upon clofer inveiHgation they 
will be found ; yet is their appropriation ra- 
ther arbitrary than well grounded* We fay 
the PRIMARY planets, when defirous to di£- 
tinguifh them from their iatellites, which 
)are aftronomically termed iecondaries very 

citen ; and amongft thefe the nux>n (be- 
fraufe our own fatellite) is reckoned the 
£rft, though I believe fome of Jupiter's at- 
lendants are no le(s in fize or dignity. SU 
mon MariuSy a PruiEan, who firft diico- 
Tered them, gave them the names of their 
PRIMARIES, calling that which resolves 
neattft the body of Jupiter Mercurius Jovi** 
alis, Jupiter s Mercury ; then Veuus Jori- 
Jk^ Jupiter s Venus ; Ju|»ter Joviaiis, Ju* 
jkat Jupiter ; and Satumns Jorialis, Jupi- 
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ter*s Saturn: but in the year 1610, about 
twelve months after, when GalilsBO firft 
fpied them, he called them after his patron's 
family name, and they went fome time by 
the courtly appellation of Aftra Medicsea. 
In about thirty years more, however, when 
Antonmaria de Reita, a capuchin fryar, got 
himfelf laughed at for fancying he had 
found five moons more to the fame primAt- 
RY planet, which in honour of Pope Urban 
the Eighth he denominated Sidera Urbanoc- 
toviana, fuch appropriation of heavenly bor 
dies to earthly princes became ridiculous — 
the more fo as Reita had in his zeal for re- 
fearch, and hafte for dedication, miftakcn 
five fixed ftars in the water of Aquarius fox 
circumjovial fatellites. But the Barberini 
Pontiff, too much a man of fcience to be ig- 
norant of Tycho^s catalogue, where thefe 
ftars are marked — and too much a man of 
wit, not to difcern the abfiirdity of fending 
his name down to pofterity on foch occa- 

fipns, 
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fions, deiired he might be taken down from 
the coeleftial globe immediately^ and the 
houfe of Medicis followed his example* 
Of afiei^ons likewife (in the fcholaftic 
fenfe) we fay primary as oppofed to fe- 
condary; not primitive. Tinte and 
place, quantity and quality, are primary 
aSedions : — thofe which derive, from them, 
as continuity from time, divifibility from 
quantity, and the like, are fecondaries :— 
but when we ipeak of gnunmatical diftinc* 
tions the other word is ufed — as world for 
example is a primitive, worldly a deriva- 
tive : — and colours are didinguiflied by the 
terms primitive and compoiite. Dn 
Watts gives his young readers an aid to their 
memory by a fimple ftanza containipg the 
names of the primary planets, and a 
word made of thofe initial letters which be* 
gin the feven primitive colours : violet, 
ndigo, blue, green, yellow, orange and 
ttd under the form of three fylUUes vtbgjor^ 

L 4 which 
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which children will never forget ; although 
they mud remember too, that . green in 
dytitig is a compofite colour, made by dip- 
ping the fluff or filk twice ; firft in blue, 
then in yellow. The verfes on the planets 
are only worth recording becaufe they are 
bis ; but they are worth remembering be- 
caufe they are placed right, fuperior, and 
inferior, according to their rank in our folar 
fyftem : 

Firft Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, 

The Earth then rolls among the ftats. 

And round the Earth the Moon \ 
Venus and Mercury come hext. 
The Sun is in the centre fixt. 

And /nakes a glorious noon ! * 

The lafl; word is always ufed, I think, 
i|)ea]dng of cuftoms in the primitive church, 
Tneaning the earlieft ecclefiaflical eftabliih- 
ment. To fay primary on that occafion 
would miflead, and tempt us to fuppofe 
one higher in dignity than the reft, when 

wc 
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we would be underftopd to fpeak of antiquU 
ty, not rank^^among chiiftian chufches 
exprefsly prohibited from difputing the Iat«- 
ter point, and exprefsly informed too, that 
whichever of them ihould, in defiance of 
that prohibidon, ftruggle for and feize the 
mafteryr over his brethren, Jhould be pu^^ 
niflied by abafement from that exaltation at 
an hour leaft espe^ed : — of which threaten** 
ing prophecy the Romanifts now fed the 
truth and force. In common conveiiatioa 
too we talk of primitive manners, and 
PRIMITIVE hofpitality, when fpeaking of 
only two centuries back I believe ; for few 
writers or talkers do, I fuppofe, pretend to 
extol the mode <^ life in England before 
Elizabeth's reign : and hofpitality is a vir» 
toe merely dependant on manners, capaUe 
of erif>ing only while 'tis wanted : and it 
Ain does cxift in Scotland, Wales and Ire- 
land, where neat inns are yet a rarity; 
and die tcavdler bbeft accommodated in a 
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gentleman's houfe. That virtue is in a 
ftate of melancholy decay I readily allow ; 
-but that 'tis more decayed in England than 
dfewhere, I humbly do yet deny, and fin- 
ccrely difbelieve. That our morals are much 
Xvorfe than thofe of our ancellors I doubt : 
vre now know all the harm that's done, and 
we tell even of more than we know : — ^but 
the old caftle's felf, the wdl, the dungeon, 
and the drawbridge, are (landing proofs of 
the depravity of thofc old ariftocratic limes — 
pro6fs of apprehended outrage and purpofcd 
revenge : fuch are the yet vifiblc marks of 
feudal morality in Bohemia, Tranfilvani^i, 
Poland, and Hungary ; where life is now 
carrying on much after the fafliion it wore 
here in Great Britain about 1570, yrhen 
communication between pur own provinces 
was fcarce, attainable ; and if the feeds of 
true religion were not early fown in men of 
noble families and high fortimq, po check 
from external caufes could bq found, to rc- 
. ftrain 
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Arain hard-mouthed paflion and licentious 
wantonnefs in them ; while ignorance kept 
their vaflals half unconfcious of the indig- 
nities they fubnuttedto, and the wife of a 
peafant was fecured from the defires of his 
patron only by her deformity or his for- 
bearance. Yet although I praife not the 
virtue of primitive times in England, I 
opppfe not the condu^i of our prefent day 
as exemplary: — ^far*from it : — in morals as 
in phyiick«9 extremes aj:e not unjuftly ob- 

« ferved to meet — and ice on the firft touch 

• - 

. feels like fire to the lips. Truth, wifdom, 
excellence of .e^ery kind, refid^ in a middle 
ftate 3 while babyhood ^nd fenility are alike 
incapable of exerting or even comprehend* 
ing them. Not only thefe illands, but the 
whole world ieems verging fail to its de* 
iJine. Our noon — that happy moment when 
no fliadow can be feen, was fhort indeed: — 
Bail>arifm clouded the morning's ray, and 
&«amy vapour from many a corrupt and 

ftagnant 
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ftagnant pool infed our evening air. May 
Heaven difperfe them foon, or haften the 
hour when contention with fuch peftilential 
evils (hall be no more — but righteoufnefs 
ihall dwell upon the earth ! 


^ m i m ' " ' I ■ 
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PRIMATE, ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN, 


ARE nearly, if not entirely fynonymous 
in common coriverfation, and I am not 
enough read in Church Hiftory to know 
which was the earlieft word ufed to exprefs 
that dignity j although one would think it 
was neceflarily arch-bishop, if we find 
St. Athanafius and St. Gregory Nazianzen 
beftowing the title reciprocally on each 
other, as I have been affured they do— for 
that mufl have been fome time about the 

year 350 ; — whereas Ifidore Hiljjalenfis is 
, faid to be the firft who names them among 

the 
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iht Latins, and he wrote his txieatife .on ec^ 
cl^afiical offices towards. 630, after tfhe 
chronicle was finiflied wlueh is laid to give 
the beft account we have of the condud: 
obfenred by the Goths and Vandals : — and 
'tis recorded of this famous Spaniard, diat 
he (aid an idle monk was doubly a finner ; 
in forbearing to labour himfelf after the 
apoftles* example, and fecondly in fetting 
himfelf an example likely to be too much 
followed. Meantime biihops had been the 
infpeSors or ovcrfeers of the chriftian efta- 
bliihment ever fince we read Saint Paul's 
expreis diredions concerning that eccleiia£- 
tical office : they had 'one at Rome, in the 
perfon of Linus a Tufcan, who command- 
ed that no woman ihould enter the church 
uncovered, who wrote the ads of Saint 
Peter, and oppofition of Simon Magus; 
and who is fuppofed by Eufebius (if I am 
right) to be the identical man mentioned in 

die laft chapter of the fecond epifUe to* 

Timothy ; 
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Timothy ; whilft at Laodieca^ whence SainC 
Paul dates that epiftle, there was perhaps 
already a ibrt of hierarchy eftabliflied. . The 
term metropolitan feems to have come 
in much later, immediately after the grand 
council of Nice ; and the bifhop of Aries, 
who contefted that honour with fgme one, 
being referred to a council at Turin, was 
told, that whichever of them could prove his 
city to be the capital of the province, (hould 
be called metropolitan. After this, and 

out of this, cam^ the word metrocomia, 
or principal borough, having other bo- 
roughs or villages under its jurifdi^tioij — as 
lunderflood DoiSior Johnfon, who was zea- 
lous in his wiflies to fix that diftin£tion 
upon Southwark, but neVer could poflefs 
himfelf of fads : he faid, however, the ftill 
remaining title of rural dean in our lan- 
guage, was a remnant of this old Chottpif* 
copus. Primate is a word now chiefly in 
ufe when we fpeak of Ireland ; but at the 

time 
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time England waa ^Tidcd into ecclefi^fticai 
provinces^ in the year 1152^ the arciu 
BISHOP of Canterbury, as chief metropo- 
1.ITAK, claimed to be called primat£ of 
ijll England, while York retained his pre* 
tendon to be denominated . primate of 
England, as before. He ftill takes prece* 
dence next to the dukes of the blood royal, 
and goes before all the officers of (late ex^ 
cept the lord chancellor, pofleffing befide 
empty honours, the power of a palatine 
in one county, and jurifdidion in crimi* 
nal proceedings: while the archbishop 
of Canterbury holds, by the laws and con* 
ftitution of England, powers fo extenfive^ 
that fince the days of Laud fcarce any one 
has been ever railed to the dignity, till4ie 
was well known for a character of peria- 
nal mildneis, and of principles which in<- 
cline him to moderadon in the exercife of 
Cfaoie prerogatiyes, the voluntary rcRn£ti<m 
«f which contributes not a little to mir 

3 Ji^ppy 
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happy tranquillity^ and takes from all latio" 
nal minds the fmalleft inclination to leflen 
or curtail them* 


"" ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ _ I ■ L III 


PRINCIPAL, CHIEF, MOST CONSIDERABLE 

Oft ESSENTIAL* 


THE two iirft of thefe are fynonymca, 
if our fentence runs thus: — The prijjci- 
PAL caufe of our wars againil Fraofx, for- 
merly^ was a deiire of increafing our comr 
merce and domiaioa ; but now the chief 
reafon for hoftility is the neceflity of fecurr 
ing our own^ and preferving the tfanquilUty 
of Europe. We fay, that the moft essen- 
tial method of keeping peace at home ia 
fa(3ious times, is to be caieful who has the 
charge of chie'F magiilrate, mayor, &c» ia 
th» principal towns ; becaufe his office^ 

being 
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t>eing moft considerable^ maybe fup-i 
pofed to have moft influence* 

The firft word, however, ealily turns into 
a fubftahtive; jhe fecond ftill more fo, mean? 
ing in every acceptation one primarily or 
originally engaged, nbt an auxiliary. A 
prefident or governor is likewife fo called; 
and the mafter of a college >ot hall is ftyled 
PRINCIPAL in Scotland, ^vdiere Dr. Robert- 
fon long wore that appellation, which fuited 
his fuperiority of genius and knowledge fa 
well ; though furely diflicult enough to o1>» 
tain where men of talents are the things 
leaft rarely met with : a fad: foreigners ap- 
pear to know better than our own country- 
men. 

Tbcj will periiaps need infinmadon, how- 
ever, that a ium of money lent to govern- 
ment, for whidi intereft is duly pald^ ihould 
be called die principal. An Englifhinan 
learns nothii^ earlier, or more williiig^^ 

vol. II. M diaa 
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than what immediate^ belongs to calcula- 
tion, arithmetic, or commerce* 


u- — 


■ ■ » ■■ 


PRINCIPLE, ELEMENT, RUDIMENT, PRIMOR- 
DIAL SUBSTANCE. 


mkmmmmm 


^ OF thefe words in common converfatron 
we make little ufe, but 'tis becaufe converfa- 
tion feldom difcufles the truths erf natural- 
philofophy, or traces the maze of metaphyfi- 
cal difquifitions, elfe we fhould find occafion 
for them all. A foreigner yet in his rudf- 
ME NTS of our language, will find little 
temptation to inveftigate the primordial 
SUBSTANCE I believe, or fettle the point 
whether principle or element flood firft 
in- the fcale of creation, ^They are not fyno- 
nymous, however. We juftly call the foul ' 
our thinking PRINCIPLE j none of the other 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 165 

words would do in this place : fire, water, 
earth, and air, are elements, while ialt, 
fulphur, and fpirit are denominated in chy- 
miftry the three a£tive principles. In 
logic, we agree that there is no difputing 
with a man who denies principles ; and 
Dodlor Watts, who knew moft perhaps of 
fuch fciences, and taught them beft, wifhes 
always to avoid difpute j though arguments 
intermingled among fads, make, as he fome- 
where fays, that ufeful converfation which 
improves the mind and re<^ifies the judg- 
ment. In morals, the firft word ftill takes a 
wider field, as caufe of adion, fpring of 
thought, and fource of good and evil. A 
man's condu£t may be wrong, fay we in 
common chat; but if his principles, mean« 
ing his original germ of charader, be good, 
he will return to virtue : if on the contrary 
his principles are corrupt, the very gooi 
be does will blight and wither, like fruit 
iipoQ a ratten tree. Hus acceptation of the 

M 2 term 
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term, however^ deferves an article apart, as 
for example-r- 


I 1 1 1 <. . -"ig 


PRINCIPLE, TENET, MOTIVE. 


OF two words here, Mr. Pope lays fatir 
rically in his ethic epiftfes, 

Manners change with climes. 
Tenets with boofcs, and principle* with times^ 

This^ hotwithftanding that he means to 
urge it as a reproach to human nature, is* 

in fome refpedls virtuous, and in ibme cafes 

« 

necefTary^ 

EXAMPLE.. 

Re who fliould be induced, by a defire of 
appearing condflent in his manners, to drink 
as much unqualified ipirits during his refi*- 
dence in Malta^ as he once found it convex 

nienC 
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nient to do when upon a dlfcovering party 
to Hudfon's Bay^ would fpeedily, by an in- 
flammatory fever, or remotely by a difeafed 
liver, find caufe to repent that manners had 
not changed with climes, I believe. And fure- 
jy, if books had no more power over opinions, 
<han Do^or Johnfon believed elo(|uence to 
poflfefs over a vote in our houfe of commons; 
jf no writings had force to diflodge tenets 
obftinately held ; 'twere vain to try the arts 
either of convi^on or perfuafkm, whilft 
rhetoric would be rendered ufelels, and logic 
ridiculous. Principle itfelf, which ought 
to be the only motive of ^gtj adtion, and 
is fo in a well-regulated mind, which moves 
merely by the rule mentioned in a late 
article, of doing every thing to the glory of 
God, and benefit of one's own £quI — even 
PRINCIPLE itfelf muft a little yield to the 
times. And few will doubt but that Tillotfoa 
and Ruflell, were they now living, would be 
high churchmen and toriesj for, though 

M 3 .firm 
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^rm in a juft perfuafion that unlimited 
power in either church or ftate is dangerous 
to man's fr^e y/ill, and a curb upon the ex- 
ertions of genius — they would in times like 
thefe, when democratic rage produces the 
^me evils, combined with a thouiand more, 
he willing, and even hafty to throw \ht 
weight of their influence into the oppo- 
site fcale— pr^fcrving, fo far as in them lay, 
authority from being trampled on,, nobility 
from being defpifed, all ranks of fubordina- 
tion broken, and even the juft rewards 
of induftry plundered from honeft traders, 
who had gained them; Such contempt of 
order, fuch breach of honour, fufch viola- 
tions of decorum, call for a phalanx of op- 
pofition to the torrent, and turn even whig-- 
gijm to loyalty. 

With regard to the fynonymy of the 
words, that is not ftrid, or even very clofe. 
We fay that Cleon's principles are ex- 
cellent, although fome TENETS he thinks 

proper 
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I^opar lo hold are not quite defenfible ; yet 
96 we are well affured his motives for 
writing oil that fide the queftion are free 
from vice or intereft^ it would be unfair 
hailily to condemn his book^ merely becauie 
the opinions it contains are not the iame as 
our owiu 


StK. 


PUBLIC AMD GENERAL- 


APPEAR far from fynonymes to a fb* 
reigner, who ihould regard newfpaper ad- 
vertifements, which inform the public 
in GENERAL where goods are to be 
fold. 'Tis difficult, however, to make na- 
tives of a country where the prefs is not 
free, comprehend the mifchief tbefe ephe- 
meral produd:ions do to our language ; for, 
while diffufmg knowledge in general, 
they corrupt the public tafte, and pro- 

M 4 mote 
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« 

mote a love for trafh in ^ converfation thai; 
Icffens the market for real fruits of literature. 
La Bruyere, ia his Mceurs 4u Sl^cle^ makes 
the like complaint oifadaift^ apd platitudes^ 
as the French emphatically call them, getting 
into bis tongue, and taking up attention 
from thofe who fliould know tetter. The 
word PUBLIC is almoft always ufed in oppo- 
fition to private ; the antitheiis with oene» 
RAL would not be ftrong enough, h Jingle 
bad book, fay we, does little harm, when 
loft in the general mafs of literature ; yet 
The Fable of the Bees, written to prgve that 
private vices are pubi^ic benefits, is of a 
moft pernicious tendency indeed j for there 
is little need of inducement to vice or difli-r 
pation, and the idea that fuch are beneficial 
to the ftate, affords flicker to wickednefs lan- 
der the maft^ of patriotifm. 

The beft way of anfwering Mandeville is, 
to fhew that he has artfully omitted draw- 
ing the line between competence and \}xxr 
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ivy ; for, if by dwt of fophifby he eta 
once perfuade men diat bread iumI fmall 
beer fhould be coofidered as indulgencies 
unbecoming a human being, as he makea 
no Icruple to call them, we muft defpair of 
pleafing God from the firft, andi fairly bury- 
ing our talent in the earth, incur the ceiifure 
pronounced by our Saviour upon them who 
accufe the AU-^ver of a hateful churlifhnefs, 
/ knew thou wq/l an auftere man^ &c. 

Much of L^w's Serious Call is written in 
the Mandevillian fpirit, and, though done 
with better intent, is likely enough to produce 
fomewhat of a fimilar efFcft j but whilft, 
as authors, we muft ever efteem fuch men, 
and, as people of vigorous and powerful 
ipinds, we muft for ever rcfpefl; them, let us 
never take for teachers people, who, as our 
blefTed Mafter expreffes it, bind heavy bur- 
thens on the fhoulders of others — and griev- 
ous to be borne — but they themfclves will 
pot move them with one of their fingers* 

That 
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Tliat priv^U vk€8 xneahtime are a /caiife oF 
PUBLIC ruin, the prefent ftate of a Acigh- 
bonrmg nation proves ; that private virtues' 
are a pirBXic benefit, our exemption from 
fimilar diftrcfs proves likewife? Tfee domeC- 
tic purity of our own court, miniffry, nobles, 
arid clergy, compared with the' grofs fenfu- 
aKty, luxury, and oppreffive pride, of thofe 
in fimihr ftitions at Paris a dozen years ago, 
formed a happy contraft, acknowledged everf 
now by all Europe in GENERALi acknow- 
kdged at this hour of agony, when virtue 
alone can have power to fave any quarter 
of the globe from deftruftion. 


TO PUZZLE, PERPLEX, CONFOUND, EMBAR^ 
RASS, TO BEWILDER, ENTANGLE, or 

ENSNARE. 


THESE words are ufed fynonymoufly 
every day, though of various derivations, 

3 an^> 
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and, if we would be ftrid, perhaps fhould 
be appropriated thus, or nearly fo : For a 
hard queftion puzzles a man, and a vari- 
ety of choice perplexes him : one is con- 
founded by a loud and fudden difTonance 
of (bunds or voices in a (lill night ; £Mfi AV 
UAssED by a weight of clothes or valuables, 
if making efcape firom fire, thieves, or pur- 
fuit; likely to bewilder ourfelves if we 
run into a wood for iafety; entangled 
among the briars if 'tis too-dark to pick the 
way, and pollibly caught by accident in a 
trap laid by the near inhabitants to en- 
snare wolves or other creatures into a pit- 
fall. Meanv/hile every one of thefe verbs 
is more elegant in familiar diTcourfe than 
the firft of them, whofe original fenfe, or 
root, as the grammarians call it, is very vul- 
gar; the pozing, or POSING a man being of 
exceedingly coaiie people^s ufage, and a good 
companion to thofe who complain that they 
are hampered^ gravelled^ or hobbled. The 

truth 


/ 
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truth is, that to fpeak genteelly few ever 
mifs, who have been early taught to think 
genteelly J for whilft a gentleman refleds 
how he fhould be embarrassed with the 
care of a fick lady, if his horfe was entan- 
gled in a net, and all of them bewilder- 
ed in fome foreft little known, which fud- 
denly prefents itfelf to his imagination, and 
perplexes him" to think how he fhould 
get difengaged from a fituation fo truly 
CONFOUNDING; the fervant who waits 
behind, confiders how he fhould be Puz»- 
ZLED to get out, if his companions fhould 
in a frolic throw a hamper over him, I 
fuppofe full of hay upon his head, or tempt 
him into a bog or gravel-pit, leaving him 
to hobble out as he could. 

'Tis vulgar thinking which makes vulgar 
fpeaking, certainly. The French wits of the 
lafl age, when elegance was at its acme in 
Paris, taught us to fay that fuch an affair 
v^as on the carpet, from their expreflion 
I . fur 
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fur U tapis. John Bull ufed to find bis biK 
finefs on the anvil. The picque and trifle 
on the cards, wherever originating, but cer- 
tainly from France firft brought over to Eng-« 
land^ turned intQ clubs and fpade^ on theif 
arrival here ; nor had the graceful, the po-' 
Bte Mi'. Addifon wholly delivered himfelf 
from national roughnefs, and ftrange inde^ 
corum, when he told us 

That the ways of Heaven are dark and Intricatey 
Puzzled with mazes^ and ferflex'd witk error. 

In this pafiage, indeed, befides the mean-* 
nefs of the firft verb, there is a worfe fault— 
the fenfe is falfe, or at beft encumbered ^ for 
granting the obfcurity of Heiven's waysy 
and their intricacy too, which no one wilt 
deny, they aire not puzz-leD fure, nor 
yet PERPLEXED J however we mortals may 
be PUZZLED to difentangle the chain, or 
PERPLEXED by our own errors in handlidg 
the links. I am perfuaded thiat the pioua^ 

and 
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and philofophical author of Cato never 
meant to charge error on Providence — It 
was an overfight in the conilrudion of that 
beautiful paflage, in a ibiiloquy which, 
among the nobleft produ&ions of Engliih 
poefy^ ranks particularly high, and is juftly 
efteemed one of the moft vigorous efforts of 
phiiofophy atid fancy combined. 


. I I I ■ . • n 


QUACK, MOUNTEBANK, EMPIRIC, 
CHARLATAN, 


ARE all titles beftowed on the venally ex- 
perimental phyfician who oppofes himfelf to 
the theoretic ftudent ; which is implied in the 
derivation of the word empiric, as I am in- 
formed. Charlatan is derived imme« 
lately from France^ remotely from Italj^, 
where ctarjatano means a prating, cackKng 
creature, and anfwers to our term ^ack% 

the 
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tlie duck being a noify, bo^iftful, impotent 
animal, and like enough to the man who 
MOUNTS A BANK if no ftage can be obtained^ 
and fets forth his own perfedlions widi loud 
voice, and empty oftentatious manners* 
Calepine fays, the race of thefe pretenders 
in modem days ihewed themfelves firft dt 
Cerotana, whence their name ; but ciarla-^ 
TAN ieems leis ^-fetched and moft naturaL 
In AureGan's time, the £unous quack doc- 
tor Manes, author of the Manichean Herefy^ 
which he gathered from the 2U>roaflnan doc* 
trines in the Eaft where he was bom^ was 
fent for to ewe the ion of Varsmes, King of 
Perfia; to whom having given flrong afibr- 
aooes of die prince's recovery, his anival 
was moft wdcome. l^dicines compofed b]i» 
lum were admimfiered; and the tmhatppf 
fitflicr had the mSsfixtnne to iee his fen ex- 
pire in a Ihoft dme;, c^thdrefefts, havit^ 
fooB piodooed a smtiEcatson in iht homd$* 
Vannes h ow eiu har^ged Ac ZMFtnic; 
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then flayed him ; when ftu£E[ng his ikin vrith 
chafi^ he recommended folid knowledge for 
the future^ inilead of mere pra&ice, and 
founded a college of phyiieians in his ca^ 
t>ital. 


to QUAKE, TO TREMBLE, TO SHUDDERji 
to SHAKE OR SHIVER, AS WITH FEAR 

OR COLl>. 


^mA 


£ explanation here is neceflaryj bt« 
taufe the two laft verbs are of an active fig^ 
flification^ and often ufed as fuch } to shake 
a ftick at you for example^ or gHiVER the 
glaffes all to pieces ; in fuch fenfe they are 
not fynonymdus with the three firft. But 
give me two ihirts this morning, (aid King 
Charles, when he went to execution, for I 
|>erceive the weathei is uncommonly cold ; 
•nd if I am feen to shivsr from ths fenfe 

of 
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of k, thefe rafcals will try to make mankind 
believe^ I shook for fear.of tbem. Our firft 
word upon the lift is always either fublime 
or ludicrous, I think* An earth quake is 
perhaps one of the grandeft among terreftrial 
images: A little Italian greyhound Quak- 
ing by an Englifli fire in May for want of 
warmth, or a traveller trembling and 
QUAKING with fear of fpifits when he fees 
the parfon's old white hotfe grazing near 
the church-yard in a dulky nightmare among 

» 

the meaiieft. Cowardice is by confent of 

• * • » ' 

all the^world, as it fliould feem,the ftanding 

jeft which diverts mankind in every part ci 

♦ * 

the globe that they inhabit : and even on oc-^ 
cafions where bravery would be madnefs^ 
and impiety alone could f^and unimprefled 
with fome degree of terror, as in the cafe of 
Don John's fervant in the Libertine, when 
the very ftones are moved by his mafter's 
wickednefs, the galleries laugh to fee a ftl* 
low SHiVEHiNG with anxious care for his 
- 'VOL^ii. N own 
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own perfon, while 'they coalider fainl a» in 
at vrorft a fecondary degree of danger^ I fup^^ 
pofe. And 'tis related, that when ott^e of 
the young men at Otaheite, placing his hiuid 
tinder the dream of captain Cook's tearkettte^ 
icalded his fingers in a terrifying manner, 
his comrades convulfed themfdves with 
laughter and delight at his expref£ons of 
fear when be next faw the hot water pour-» 
iog ; and although nothiag could be better 
grounded than the caufe of fuch agitationi^ 
they found the joke irreiiftible) and were 
never tiyed of reputing iu *Ti$ alfo ohfcrv* 
cd by Erafqaus,, aad confirmed by travellers^ 
that the great ape of Borneo is afraid of a 
fnail, and ttiat his comical contorficms wheA 
(huddering at the fight of one, fetthewsJfer 
|H[0ttentot!S o' laughing. 
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QUERULOUS, UNEASY, TROUBLESOME, 
IRRATIONALLY COMPLAlNINGk 


ON thefe adverbial' adjedtives and their 
life, foreigners may have, frequent opportu- 
nities to contemplate in our country, whici; 
is above all others eminent for fretful com? 
plaints, and querulous eloquence, Ever 
quick to fpy, and fad to lament their trou- 
blesome grievances, our people never fin4 

either their climate, their women, or their 

• * • * 

government good enough* for them ; irr A- 

TrONALLY COMPLAINING of a lot Caft fo- 

a|s to obtain fuperior felicity, yet delighting 
only in. thofe uneasy conveVfers, ,whp fet 
every thing in the moft unfavourable light— 
thoTe authors who affure us of our infallible 
ruin. *Twas thus Browne's Eftimate ran 
through fourteen editions — ^for having ac- 
f ufed, Heaven knows how falfely, the Eng- 

N2 lift 


t*i 
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lilli nation of felfiihnefs, cowardice, and efic- 
minacy in the year 1 757, giving, the palm 
of heroifm, difintercftednefs, and manly vir- 
tue tQ the French. *Twas thus the fophif- 
try of Prieftley, the calculations of Price, and 
the infolence of Paine, obtained attention, 
only by that certain charm, that ftrange un- 
accountable picafure our people take in hear- 
ing that they are undone; while fuch is our 
love for evil fpeaking, that foreigners have 
received penfions from this country merely 
for having fpoken amifs of it. Such too is 
our QtJERULOUS temper, that we are very 

aptlRR^ATIONALLY tO COMPLAIN in the 

wrong place, and confider as misfortunes, 
tilings which arc not really either good or 
bad in themfelves, but totally neutral, if not 
approaching to praife worthy. Thefe dif- 
pofitions to fretful malevolence and empty 
lamentation remind one of a wench, for 
the violation of whofe perfon and freewill 

Lord about twenty-five years ago 

was 
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was tried, and not hanged, chiefly becaufe 
the glrrs virtue feemed to be as much alarm* 
ed by a magic-lanthorn with which he en- 
deavoured to amufe her in her confinement, 
as it was offended by the lofs of her honour, 
her reputation, and her peace ; " for,'* faid 
fhe, " I faw we muft all be going to hell di- 
re£tly, when they fhewed me the devil and 
the baker fighting on one of the walls of the 
room I was forced to refide in/* *Twas thus 
theftr^fs (he QUERULOUSLY laid on trifles, 
loft her a good caufe, and faved the life of 
one who deferved to lofe it. Meantime 
the whole nation behaves juft as perverfely 

every day — nay worfe : and to fuch trou- 
BLESOMEand irrationally complain- 
ing fpirits we muft reply in the good Fry^ 
ar's words who comforts Romeo -^ 

A pack of blef&ngs light upon thy back, 
Happiaefs courts thee in her bed array ; 
But, like a mifb^hav'd and fullen wench. 
Thou pout'ft upon thy fortune and thy love x 
T^^ heed^ take heed, for fuch die miferable*^ 

N 3 QUIBBtEj 
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QUIBBLE, PUN, CONUNDRUM, PLAY 6w WORDS. 


THOSE who delight in this fpccies of 
faHe wit, will allow, that though the reft de- 
pend upon the play of w.ords, they arc 
not for that reofon fyaonymous each to 
other. The conundrum is loweft of th^ 
low in this pitiful catalogue^ becaufe pre- 
vioufly compofed with apparent ftudy, and ^ 
a-propos to nothing fpoken of before, it burfts 
out witli its petty call for admiration, afking 
a fudden queftion — Why are my old ruffles 
when, they are darned, for example, like cjead 
men ? Wh<en all are at a Aand, the ingenpus 
inventor replies to his own enquiry. Why, 
becaufe they are men ded. This i^ one of 
the beft. A c^uibble is better, becaufe lefs 
cxpeQed. When Tom D'Urfey was afked 
to divert the company with fomewhat of 
^ia,t kind for which he was fo famous : You 

. . muft 
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ttiiiA ^^t me a fubjefl then, fays Tom. 
His companions, after heiitating a mome^it, 
laid. Take the king. — ^And we all know, 
replies the punfter, that the king is nofuh^ 
je&. Dodor Johnfon, who aflerts that a 
QUIBBLE was to Shakefpeare the fatal* Cleo- 
patra for which he loft the world, and was 
content to lofe it, detefted punning, yet 
always celelirated a reply in which the 
PLAY ot WORDS was certainly all the 
merit. I never heard it but from him, who 
told me that a lawyer, when defied by the 
oppofite counfel to produce a precedent in 
anfwer to that which be alleged from 
Burny fuddenly replied, I can quote inftant^ 
lyan opinion to the contrary, and quote 
it from Kill Burn too. 

Italians have no diflike to wit which fa- 
tigues themind fo little ; yet is the %)anifh de- 
vice upon their town Nola^ one of the moft 
excellent among diefe frivolous fooleries, 

N 4 becaufc 
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becaufe 'tis quibble, pun, conundruin--*all 
in one. 

Quicn la ve, No la ve ; quicn Nola ve, la ve. 

It won't tranflate. Such things are like- 
lieft indeed to amufe a. grave nation, for 
there is no humour in them ; and Milton, 
who had perhaps lefs pleafantry about 
him than any man of eminence upon rer 
cord, made incomparable puns ; witnefshis 
QUIBBLING epitaph upon the uniyerfity 
carrier, befides fome difgraccful paiTages of 
the Paradife Loft. Excellent fpecimens of 
this mock rainbow wit . may be found 
among the old ferious ftudents of a college, 
who miftake them for fallies of gaiety, and 
ftrokes of humorous facetioufnefs, I be- 
lieve. — Doctor Lee, the aged mafter of Ba* 
liol, ii;i his very laft hours, hearing people 
round his bed whifpering one another how 
fuch a friend was married the day before. 
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Odd In a faint voice : He ufed to eat eggs for 
fupper every night, fo I hope he'll find this ' 
yoak fit as eafy. 

Here was an inflance of promptitude in 
reply, and retentiooa of the human faculties^ 
till ninety years old, that I fuppofe can fcarce- 
ly be excelled in the hiflory of human na- 
ture. — He died of weaknefs in four hours 
sftcr^ 


QUITE, CLEAN, COMPLETELY, PERFECTLYi 

ROUNDLY, 


ARE nfed for each other every day with- 
out being exadily fynonymous : the fecond 
gets out of falhion very fafl though, and 
will foon be quitj^ difcarded, as not per- 
F£CTLY delicate ; and while the fchool-mii^ 
trefs or mafler of little children tutors them 
to eat their meat up clean, the inftmaors 
of youth more advanced will exhort them 

not 
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Iidt to prbinife HOUNDtT, unkfe in a fitua* 
tk>A fo ful^ their deckred intents com* 
PLETELY, becaufe nothing is a more pemi- 
CtoOT habit than that of raifing hopes c<*ver 
i!nea«t to be gratified, or more deftru^iv* 
to the happincfs of private life. The pro* 
Tnifing fquire, in Tom Jones, is On6 of 
IFidding's beft charadlers m my mind, wh^ 
have feen fo tnany legacy, place, > and pky^ 
houfe hunters robbed of their time and 
peace, only by the momentary hafte of 
fome old gouty uncle to purchafe obfequi- 
oufnefs in return for expedation — fome 
theatrical manager who fighed for a fudden 
^^baiaige of flattery with an author he 
ithoti^it on no more ; or fome mlnifter who 
IbeUeved an election vote bought cheaply 
hy a pi-omiCtt^ finile or fqueizre of the 
land, wfakh a country gentleman unskilled 
dn fuch conten^ible coquetry^ tranflates 
iwtb a happy reverfion of iwealth and ho- 
imatsr^dsxd fo is ctxMPhErzLY fooled. 

r 

QUITS^ 
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CLU I T S, E VE N, 


ARE nearly fynonymous, to be fure ; yel 
we oftener fay quits, Q)eaking about peca-» 
miary mattef^— and even upon other oc- 
cafions. — The /w t-alionis is the original 
ftandard of juftice in every uncultivated 
mind, and retaliation the firft law among 
children, favages, Sec* — If you fliafce the 
ladder when I ruii up to rob the apple*- 
loft, ril fhafce it for you when you run up, 
and then we are quits or even : — but be- 
fides that I did not fall down, by good luck, 
and poffibly you may^ this defire of being 
EVEN with one another, puts a certain flop 
to all morality aad power of mending matiw 
nere. Such was the condud Froiflard re- 
lates of the French, when in the y^ar 1 34^, 
or thereabouts, their populace, imtated by 
ill condudt in the nobles, protefted they 

would 
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would not leave one of them alive ; and 
rifing upon one gentleman in particular, 

bound and roafted him on a fpit in the 
kitchen of his own caftle, forcing his 
kdy and daughters to eit his flefli. — The 
nobles however refolved to be quits 
with them ; and when they got the upper 
hand, fays Froiffard in his Chronicle, the 
punifhments they inflidted were in propor- 
tion to thofe fufferings they had endured — 
thatyS, ainji lis font tous ^ITTES is the ex^ 
preffion. 

Haid Louis Seize been no better a, 
chriftian, he might perhaps have been 
QUITS with his* enemies; and ihould 
his fucceffor feel more inclined to be 
;even with his enraged countrymen, 
when he gets into power, than difpofed 
to mitigate their iiercenefs and conciliate 
tfieir eft^em^ I think he will fay with 
Young^s Bufiri^ — 


Like 
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Like Death a folitary king Ffl reign, 

0*er filent fubjedls and a defert plain : 

Ere brook their pride I'll fpread a general doom. 

And every ftep (hall be from tomb to tomb. 


RACE, BREED, FAMILY, LINE ; ANCESTRY, 

DESCENT, 


A SYNONYMY not quite fafe from ex- 
paniion in the hands of a native of Wales, 
where the Englilh always confider it as 
rated beyond its worth : — ^yet do tbty ftu- 
dy diligently the prefervation of a horfe's 
BREED, as if they thought fome excellen- 
cies tranfmiflible from family confidera* 
tk>ns, and that a long line of ancestry 
is deiirable in brute animals, which certain^- 
ly rife in value proportionate to their 

RACE. 


When from the mingling dud Oiall rife 
A RACE of dogs as good and wife- 


lays 
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fays the learned G. Harris in his cfMtapli' 
on his old fiicnd's dog Pompey. Why then 
ihould it be efteemed philofophical or inge- 
nious to find rcafons for defpifing descent 
in Man ? feeing that 'tis one of the eariieft, 
the beft chofen, the ^ leaft diiputable of all 
diftindions. Descent does not like rank 
depend on kingly breath : descent derives 
its dignity from higher fources ; descent's 
an attribute, no fatellite of fovereignty ; de- 
SCENT demands refpeft from human crea- 
tures, as having been honoured with atten- 
tion even from God.— And that fo furely, 
each page of Holy Writ fliews how the 
moft atrocious crimes alone were capable of 
fuperfeding that primogeniture held in old 
days fo facred and fo folemn, that Efau*8 
puniftiment for contemning it was terrible, 
when, like a true democrate of the prefent 
day, he philofophically preferred the folid 
comforts of a mefs of pottage to all the airy 
advantages— fuch he thought them doubt- 

lefs— 
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le& — of a parentV p8t>phetic faieflin^^ Not 

has it ever beea obferved that tho£e who 

defpifed de^cbnt, prided tbemfdves ia 

any thing much better $ or forbore ende*- 

vouring to found a family, although they 

were themfehres of meaa originaL Leo the 

Fourth, who was hafty to. abolifh the order 

of patricians at Rome, was yet willing to 

call the city he built, or rather fortified 

againft the Saracens^ incurfi^is— Z.^(?^x j 

defirmg apparently to continue his aflumed 

name^s remembrance: and how has the 

Houfe of Auflria had reafon to repent their 

fpirit of crufhing the old families under 
their dominion in various parts of Italy ! 
One fiar exceeds another flar in glory, fays 
Saint Paul : why then thefe painful efforts 
. to render the human race all alike ? Car* 
ndions are good to recdve impreflion, dia- 
monds to make iu Let each fill up the place 
affigned to him by Providence ; and let tis 
not, like the ffidiy dreamers jnx^phefied of 

3 It 
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by Saiot Peter^ become defpiftrs of£gnUies^ 
Time i$ the only river where heavy bodies 
fwim^ and light onea (Ink ; nor can it be de^ 
nied that an old family which has long 
preferved its name and charadlery muft 
have pofTelled a very folid one, or in the 

« 

courfe of fo many centuries it would have 
been fhakeri away. New-made nobility 
ihines from its luftre frefh out of the mint s 
old anceflry fbews its venerable mil ; and 
by true connoifleurs a Queen Anne's far- 
thing is preferred to a George the Third's 
guinea* 


RARE, CURIOUS,. UNFREQUENT, SCARCE^ 

SELDOM FOUND, 


ARE all epithets fynonymous if fpcaking 

of the fifli preferved in flate, which were 

fome years ago difcovercd by Vincenzo 

5 Bozza 
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Bo2za in a mountain near Verona; and 
ferving as a proof of the deluge, becaufe 
fbme inhabitants of the fouthern fea$ be- 
ing observed among them, fhew^ there 
muBt have been a wonderful concuifion 
of the terraqueous globe before tfaofe wa^ 
ters could have forced tfadr contents into 
the hollow bofom of a rock now feventy- 
two miles diftant from any ica« To this 
accident the writer once alluded in her pfe* 
fice, when ihe pabliflied Dodor Johnioa^s 
letters and Ibme of her own; — and al- 
Ifaoogjb the Critical Review of April 1788 
1^ Ihe intended to devote and furpryc^ 
there certainty was meant at moftamodeft 
cooleffioii, that the trifiii^ anecdotes dmfe 
leHen coittained were vahiable but as thejr 
were conneded with his r^anieu We have 
read of one aiirhcr prderred ir^ the amber 
of another^ bcfcie now; and hare laid widi 
Kir. Pope : 
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Such things we know are neither rich nor ka&Eji 
But wonder how the devil they got there ! 

And I fee not why this pafTage fhould havq 
been unintelligible. A cart-wheel is cer^ 
tainly no scarce or curious thing in it' 
felf, yet has been seldom fqund ftuck 
in a rock under ground, as it is at 1 ivoli ; 
where thofe who fee it are led to wonder 
how long it could have been there, how 
many ages would take to turn it into fton^, 
ice. and fo go on fpequlating upon the 
antiquity of the Earth. 'Twas thus I ob* 
fervcd that triflea* obtained attentioi) by the 
place thqy flood in ; and fure the criticifhis 
upon thofe letters to Dodor Johnfon have 
proved the allufion juft : they were worth 
criticifing only becaufe they were written i^ 
anfwer to Jbis. 


KASHi 
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RASH, HASTY, VIOLENT, PRECIPITATE. 


ALL dangerous qualities of the mind^ 
«xprefled by adjedives not far from fyno* 
nymous ; yet although it would be a hasty 
decifion to fay they^^ere wholly fb, we 
fhould juftly provoke laughter by c^ng 
fiich a flight error precipitate, as the 
very word itfelf implies danger of a more fe- 
lious land than is tempted by giving offence 
to the cndcs. Truth is, mankind have a 
natural tendency to for^ve thefe &ults in a 
charafler, chiefly becaufe of thdr aflbda«- 
tion with youth and hardihood : — ^yet have 
I not feidom feen rash pretenders to mu- 
fical, or, what is much worfe, medical fkill, 
who fiicceed beyond delert, though long 
pafl that lovely feafon of life which gives 
to every thing a tind of its own greennefs, 
a portion of its own im^eafing vigoun The 

O 2 young 
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« 

young fellow who has once found fucce(s 
when he acknowledges himfelf to have beea 

V 

RASH, is likely.enough to encourage him« 
felf in HASTY praftices, till he becomes. 

VIOLENT in his nature, perhaps precipi- 
tate in his end. Phyiicians have told me^^ 
that the tjuack bleeders, or toothndrawers, 
who rarely mifs their aim, would, if once 
well iidlru6ted in the art of furgery, trenv*- 
ble to recoUedJ: the riiques they had fco-mer- 
ly run of endangering,^ by their prhjCI- 
pitate condud, Uves of immietifc value 
to fociety ; and Prati the raufical compofer. 
fsud once in my hearing at Leghorn, that 
no profeflional powers then alive were equal 
to a fong the famous was to exe- 
cute that night : yet, added he, 'twill be ao, 
difficulty to her, who has not knowledge 
enough for finding Out the danger (he is' In 
of failing at the attempt;— fo (he will not fail, 

» 

I fuppofe. Prati predifted right ; the finger 
was infinitely applauded, and immenfely 

p^udft 
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psddr But thefe are die accidents which 
lovr&^ in common eyes the value of learn* 
iiig^ and give all praiie 4x> that genius 
which fo readily diicovers its own fufficien- 
cy, .and the little neceflity of ftu^ying h^rd 
to obtain/fame or fortune} while hash en« 
terprife can violently feize the fruit by 
fuddenly climbing the tree of. fcience with* 
out fear of breaking its bQUghs, and with- 

out thought of falling, by fuch hasty mea-^ 

fures^ in a precipitate manner to the 
ground. 


TO HAVE R\THER, TO PREFER, 
• TO LIKE BETTER. 


JOHNSON Ikys the firft of thefe is not 
Englifh, and I truft he's right ; yet Shake- 
i^peare's plays and common ufage ihield it 
from ciiticilmi and foreigners are fafe when 

^ O 3 they 
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they fay, that although Dante was a grealef 
fitoetical genius than TafTo^ and ought to be 
JREFERRED to him, yet ftill they had 
RATHER read the Gicrufalemme, or even 
, Metaftafio's Dramas, than his great work ; 
and when they ftudy Englifh, they like 
BETTER to read- Young's Night Thoughts 
than Milton's Paradife Loft. 


fro RATirsr, to confirm, to settler 


ARE not exadly fynonymous, while 
tve fay that reports are confirmed, treaties 
RATIFIED, and affairs settled. In cafes 
of importance infinitely higher, our church 
willingly confirms him who has s£t«« 
TLED in himfelf a fixt intention folemnly 
to RATIFY, at years of difcretion, the cove- 
nant tkkeii with . HieaVen by his fponfors, 
in that vow which they made in his nam« 

when 
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Wken (irft admitted among Chriftlans by 
tiie ceremony of baptifmi 


JlEADY, PROMPT. 


^m 


It M M iife bf thefe wolrdd 18 fixed for 
iaught I fcfc folely by cuftom i yet fo far arc 
they from fynonymy, that the firft fecmi' 
ialways to imply excellence^ while the dthet 
ufually contains Ibmewhat of reproach. 
You were too pftowpx m your replies, fays 
Dryden ; and Prior tells us 

How rofe fome iret>ei flaT^i 
Prompter tio fink the date, than he to iMb, 

But without going up to written authoHtles^ 
We praife the girl that is ready with her lef« 
fon, and deteft a Prompt mifs who kee|)s 
an anfwer or excufe at her fingei*$ tfid% — n 
we iay — to fling in the face of ktt gf^iremefs* 

O4 IfWA 
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Lord Bacon fays finely^ that imidi heading 
makes a full man, conference a ready 
TOan,^and writing^ an.exad man. The other 
word in this place would miflead one to 
think he meant a filf-fufficicnt man, which 
was furtheft from his intent. I lay the 
greater ftfefs upon this article, becaufe deri- 

Tation would in this uncommon cafe draw 

* 

French and Italian ftudents to the coarfer 
word ; and I believe the true reafon why 
their broken Englifh founds lefs unpleaiing ' 
to a Britifh ear, than the firft efforts of a 

German, may be refolved fimply into this 
caufe* 

We have almoft always two words, one 

of Roman, and oiie of Saxon etymology, 

fignifyin'g nearly though not exadly the 

fame thing. Our neighbours tiatttrally 

.choofe atizx which is moft congenial to then: 

owji tongue, and the ciaffical one is dine 

jtim^ in t^a ,the mofl deHcate ; for this rea- » 

,fon the xniftakes are totally different. A 

: 8 Tufcan 


BRITIMI SYNONYMYi aoi 

Tulcaa teUs you lie will go through Hais^- 
ftead becaufe of ix& pro^nquHy to Hendon^ 
though not exadly ia the road — ^this word 
lying clofer to him than ncarnefi \ — while x 
German will ix^fmeared infiead of anointed 
perhaps, and that eTen upon a folemn oo« 
cafion« Thefe are equally wrong :-^the 
fecondis^ however » lead inoffenfive. Ia tha 
two words before us — as every rule has its 
exceptions — the Latin word is the word. 


•^ ■ ' ' '* T ■ 


REASON, UNDERSTANDING, JUDGMENT, 

SAGACITY. 


OF thefe the metaphyfical daftindions.and 
diflferences are endlefs, and, to fay trath^ dif* 
cover more the sagacity of mortak to 
form and trace them, than any extraordl- 
nary clearne& of REAsoif, or even il^eitgth 
of UND£RSTAKSiNG. Qfie thing feemft 

cert^n, 
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certain, and 'tis this : A powerful ipeakef 
or wife writer having sagacity to difcem 
how neceflarjr it is to make coarfe Ininds 
comprehend and approve his tenets, will 
Ihow great judgment in forbearing all 
allufion to fclences they cannot compre- 
hend, becaufe fuch lights only dazzle, and 
do not illuftrate ; and I really think the ex« 
uberance of imagination and dignity of fen- 
timent, which adorn the political pamphlet^ 
of Burke and Johnfon, will, whenever they 
do die — if die they can — ^prove the und&* 
fcrved caufc of their mortality. — ^That oyfter 
lives not long which breeds many pearls ; 
and the famous race-horfes Eclipfe and 
Childers became from too great fuperiority 
ufclefs to their owners, when no competi- 
tor could be found to take the field agsdnft 
them. Who now reads Boyle's Medita- 
tions, pregnant as they are with thought, 
and fraught with fancy? Swift's Medr- 
tation on a Broomftick laughed them out 

of 
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of doors ; and although in fo doing it did 
the world no fervice, it fhewed his ncMioa 
f)f proper words in proper places very com^ 
pletely. So did his unadorned Condud: of 
the Allies, which, for that very reafbn pot- 
fiUy, ran through eleven thoufand copies 
in three months, when readers were kfs 
numerous than now. With regard to fo- 
reigners, they will foon fee that sagacity 
difcems what 'tis the province of reasoh 
to approve, and of judgment to dillin- 
guiih ; while thofe who zSt according to 
all of thefe, are men of found UND£it« 
standing. The tale told by Baretti, 
from Gafparo Gozzi, in a book little read^ 
elucidates all our fynonymy very well, and 

nay lighten the weight of a dull article or 
chapter. 

I was walking then, fays the gay Vene- 
tian, upon our Rialto yefter evening, and 
ftopped to obferve a blind old man, led 
by a beautiful woman in the prime of life. 

She 
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She wifhed to ihew him the way, I founds 
down that fide of the bridge where its fteps 
are frequent and low ; but he would nced« 
force her to keep that other part of the walk 
where there are few fteps at all, and thofc 
few very high and inconvenient Her SA- 
tJAciTY was obvious; for where the grada- 
tions of defcent were regular, even a perfon 
who 6ould fee was in lefs danger of Hum- 
bling } whereas, no warning given -by the 
•guide herfelf, whofe judgment Was indu- 
tAtable, could poffibly avail in a place where 
ihe fteps were all unequal, and large inter- 
ivals every now and theii. It was neverthe- 
lefs out of her p^Wer to perfuade h^r ftub- 
born felf-willed companion* So while Ihe 

Wai$ endeavouring, though weakly, to draw 
him oneway, he with ftrength adequate to 
his pervetfenefs forcibly and quickly puUeci 
her tkc other, till down they both dame head- 
long ; and rlfing up, each mutually accufed 
ihe partner, as having caufed a difafter 

which 
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wbich no fpe^ator of common under* 
STANDING could help feeing muft nec6& 
faril jr happen to both j for fuch was the wo^ 
man's fidelity, fhe would not, though vexed 
xuxd mortified, leave him, ag h^ often wiihed 
her, wholly to himfelf. So I went along, 
continues the author, thinking what a foolifli 
fellow that was, and how happy he ought 
to have made hiinfelf under the guidance of 
fo kind and lovely 9 perfon ; till on a 
fudden it came acrofs my head to refle£t. 
Why fhould I trouble myfelf about other 
|)eople's affairs ? Have not I, and h?LS not 

ft 

jcvery human being, a blind old blockhead, 
and a charming clear-fighted condu£trefs in 
our own brealfts?— one who is inceffantly 
warning her perverfe companion of thofe . 
dangers he is ever defirous of plunging 
into ? Yet how feldom will he obey thefe 
ufeful admonitions of re as on ! How often, 
as in very fpite to her, will he choofe the 
path he ought above all others to fliun, and 

break 
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break both their nofes with the fall Kis fta^ 
pid obflinacy occafioned ! 

So far the ingenious Gozzi, whole power 
of attradHng general notice to his book, con- 
fifts. chiefly in drawing unexpedled infer- 
fnces from vulgar and common occurrences. 
'Twas by tfiis art our Whitfield obtained 
followers — imd 'th natural j for whilft an 
arrow's point conveys the final eflfedl of our 
ihooting, a feather guides it to that mark 
propofed ; and if flight things may thus* be 
found ufeful in furthering thofe of more 
importance, who knows but this little work| 
flimfy as it is, may boail fome utility ? an 
ample compenfation, furely, for all the cen« 
fure and |ill the fatire it may provoke* 


KSLTGIOSf, 
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RELIGION, WORSHIP, 


ARE fo far fynonTmous, that both ima 
ply that immediatie duty to God which h€h 
himfelf enjoined in the four firil command- 
ment9 of the Decalogue ; while the fix others^ 
laft in plac^y though more in number, relate 
to moral obligations, and refer to the articles 
Virtue and Morality, What God has fo 
united, therefore, let not man put afunder ; 
for it is virtue to maintain religion facred 
in a great community, and 'tis a moral oblU 

potion each to other, that good example be 
fet of attending public worship* Myftic 
piety is not unfrequent in England, which 
has of late been too much divided between 
infidelity and fanaticifm ; 'tis orthodox ^rit« 
ing, true Chriflian preaching, and devoutly 
attentive hearing, that is wanted in our 

)fland, where the church has no power but 
^ of 
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of well doing, and ought to fee for that rea- 
fon obedient fubmiffion follow each ecclefi- 
aftical precept — ^where the court and miniftry 
alFord examples of goodnefs unthought of 
in Qtihqr natiouiST— where the bifjhops and 
dergy reaUy do poflfefs ^ degree of leaminjg 
vsfiddi our neighbours have no chance to 
come in fight of — where deeency marks 
the clerical charafler even in the Joweft 
ranks, and every houfe — I Jiope I may add 
every cottage of ten pounds anAuai y^ue 
through Great Britain, coatdns a ^ible, a 
Teftament, and a Grammar, with one per- 
fon at leaft capable of reading them to the 
reft. 

Great and inefilaiahle privileged dicnied by 
tibe Rconifh church, that now ru^s to. ruin 
in coniequ^ice of fudi worldly caution; and 
will perhaps learn firom her prefent diftrefs, 
1x0 w the knowledge of true religion is 
neceflary to its veneratipn, and how thftt 

ignorance flic long encouraged will at length 

loofq 
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loofe Its blind rage againft that veiy WOR- 

SHIP it wfts intended to ihield — vrhilft 

\ - 

Our chutchi fiscure on Truth^s firm rock. 
Still mock$ each facrilegious hand; - 

Proof erenagainft ELECTHtc fhocky . . 

Our Heaven-defended fteeplee ftaud. 

Popular Ballad,. 


REPLY, REJOINDER, ANSWER akd RESPONSEi 


O F thefe fynonymes the firft feems the 
polkical term. Caius fpoke well in the 
houfe this morning ; but Marcu$, who rifes 
like a giaiit on the r^ply, obtained moil 
attention and applaufe. Rejoinder is aU 
moft wholly a law term, and response 
feems dedicated to the fchools* Conyer* 
fation finds answer fuiSicient, and delights 

in recording thofe happy ones which con* 
tain a pungent Talt in them. , There are, 
.. VOL. II. P however. 


i 
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tbwever, fome fhades of difFerence. Whetl 
Queen Elizabeth afked hef ftegled^d • c%)ur« 
tier on what he was employing his thoughts^ 
one dd^i and received this unexpeded re- 
turn to htf enquiry^ — ^^ Madam, I was 
thinking on a woman^s promife ;*' x^t call 
!t a fiiarp and biting answer* — But when 
the Conqueroi^s favourite advifcd lus mailer 
to make an early peace, faying, / would ao 
£ept the& terms if I were Alexander ^ and the 
king gave him the wcH-known retort of-^ 
So would I accept them too, wete I Parme^ 
nio : it feems lather a feoffing iEPLt, pro- 
Tokei by the pertnefo of a fellow who pre- 
fumed on the prince's tame endtn'ance^r'— 
'Tis obfervable enough too^ that this bitter 
taunt was a Greek one j fof their answers 
and epigrams are generally^ fo far as I can 
find, more elegantly fimple than piercingly 
keen, and have little of that effbdk which 
penetrates one*s head^ when darted by Mar^ 
tial's peUi like a ray of ligHt^ and ^rves at 


1 * 


to\ie^8 heatt like a dagger^ wheti urged by 
the hands dF BoIIeau^ Youngs or Swift. 

Whfen Mademoilelk de. GoUrnay, one of 
the beft Gteek and Latin ftholars in France, 1 

When learning thete flood on its pinnacle, 
had been tfeafing Racan the poet with ex^ 
plaining to him^ whb knew no more on tf *^ 
than toyfelf, fome epi^ams in the Antho- 
logia fbr which he had no taftq \ tormenting 
him with extolling their fuperior rf^erit, and 
J)rcferting their fimplicity to all modern ex- 
cellence, he grew tired; and telling hei? 
twas time to go to dinner, fhe ordered it 
up; and helping her friend to fome fpup, 

* « « 

which was, it feems, particularly infipid and 
flat : Mademoifeile^ faid he, cejl icy une 
foupe dignc de vous^ une foitpc vrayment k la 
Grccque^ 

e * I' ' ■ * 

This was a witty remark, to which, the 
lady made no re^ly. 


• • 4 




f.jch 
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JIESENTMENT, DISPLEASURE, IKDIGNATIOSL 


PAINFUL afFeSions of a feeling heart, 
and too nearly fynonymousj though the 
f}rft word is mofl: expreilive of that deep 
fenfe of injury fo likely to pervade a gene- 
rous mind — even in fpite of true Chriftian 

9 

)iumility, which 'tis our duty fteadily to 
maintain: for though ingratitude^ or un* 
merited infult, juftly incurs our very ferious 
DISPLEASURE, they, ought not to. excite 

* « * 

lafting RESENTMENT towards the guilty 

individual, but only fuch honeft indigna- 

TiON againfl the vice, as. msiy guard us 

from all fedudion to fimilar offences. 

A wife man, however, will make haile 

• . . -/ 
to forgive, becaufe resentment is a pain- 

ful fenfation, and he defires to feel himfelf 

at eafe; a great man pardons readily, be* 

caufc he finds few things worthy of his fo- 

n#us 


• •— -X" 


BRITISH SYNONYM7. at^ 

xioug afiddcep RfeSEKTMBNT; actd 2^ piou^ 
MAN wiU never refent at aU, refleding how. 
XBUch he has himfelf to be fdrgiyeo. ^ / 


I iM II II I ' ri f eaa 


REVENGEFUL and VINDICTIVE. 

X 

THE firft of thefe words exprefles the 
diabolical quality ofteher as an adjedive^ I 
think ; the fecond is commonly ufed adver* 
blally, which difference alone hinders thdr 
exaA fynonymy, Catiline is'a fad R£« 
VENCEPUL fellow, fays one, and of a tem- 
per fo cruelly VINDICTIVE, he lets no of- 
fence pafs by him unrequited— thinking 
perhaps to put himfelf m the place of Hea-. 
ven, aiid difpenfe puniihments at his own 
pleafure; not refleding thathe who mad? 
man can alone diftinguifh guilt from' error 

4 

ih many cafes ; that to him is juAly refervecf 
the privilege of chaftlfing} and that from 


N. 
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«»--;»* 


his b^piiid& and lu» perfe^ioo no 
can bc^ inope difiandy remoyed, than ho 
who is dUpo&d to be^TiKX^ICtiYit tow^aida 
a companion in frailty, and of a i^eyeng&i 

f UL temper while ranging through Ao 

« 

walks of common life, 

Tis charged on foreigners that they feelj 
K£V£KG£ ; and thofe philofophers who are 
willing to conlidcr Virtue and Vice as am-* ' 
bulatory, lay the fault Upon a w^^nxi climate^ 
In Italy, however, 'tis mei-ely the mild^eft 
of their criminai law, fo flow, to piiniflij, , 
fo eafy to elude, that leaves ev^ry man to 
be judge and executioner in his own caufe j 
and how an EJnglilhman wquld endure to. 
hear of his only fon's murder by the han4 
of a worthlcfs rivfl, wjj^l I hope ^d tnift 
never be known in Great Britain, whercj^ 
confcious th^t his country will make a 

• ! ' ' • ' . • ' r * l' 

dreadful example of his iujurer, hf haa. 
only to lament a lofs fo heavy an4 grievoua, • 
Were the murderer furred filfntiv tp ^cap^,. 

^ ^: 'fit 
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cr be openly protcded at the door of a 
church, or in the palace of a rich nobleman, 
we fhould fee if John Bull were lefs vin- 
dictive than Pietro the Italian : I fear he 
would, like the laft named, watch thf^ rogue 

out of hi8. lurking-hole, • and ftab him when 

I 
he could. . ^ - 

It does indeed appear that one fet of peo- 

pie are little better or worfe than another - 

fet — by not tire as we call it. 'Tis the in-* 

.» • , "^ • • • . I 

fluence or neg\e£t of religion land the law$ 
that Qp^r^tea upon our condud ; and, with 
regard to . individuals, few Vm afrai^d sure 
guided by principle, and a fteady .care to 
ple^fe God in all their a,ftionsj without 

* ' ' ' : } . ' . • _ . '^ ' •* " 

which vivifying caufe, our morality is mert^ 
l^abit, .and pur virtue fuch as a change c^ 
thpfc habits Wrould entirely do away* 




P 4 ■ REVERSE, 
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REVERSE, CONTRARY, tXCRGUE, 


'^wr^r 


ARE not fynotiymous certainly ; neither 
would the laft word have found a place here 
i coti des autres^ if I had not fancied that 
fbme people one has feen, whp wifh not to 
be thought ignorant, imagined exergue to 
be the reversB, or contrary, or, as we 
fay, the wrong fide of a medal or coin. It 
\i not fo, however 2 fcholars could tell them 
that it means little more than the J^atiix 
fecit in Greek ; and that being comnionly 

• • « , ^ 

written on reverfes, though fomgtimes it is 
found on front fides too, it has bipeh mif- 
taken as meaning reverse, The fymbol 
of Rome often obferved oh old gems, &o« 
|s an E}|;£RGUE : fo Is the carnation in Bcn^. 
vcnuto Gafofams pidures j fpr though ther? 
may be a written exergue, *tis oftener ^ 
fort of hieroglyphic, Evelyp writes the wor4 

fxurge, 
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exurge^ but I believe *twas Marmonter$ 
Tale that brought it into Engllfh converfa- 
tion language ; it ufed to be a mere book- 
word. The other two are nearer to each 

■ 

othen We fay familiarly, that licknefs is 
die REVERSE of health, for example, and 
youth the reverse of age: but Ms more 
elegant to call vice virtue's contrary, I 
jRippofg becaufe of their ftanding in oppofi-i 
(ion. And a mean woman once in my fight' 
jTet a whole company into laughter, whehij 
her patron afking of what profeffion her hui^ 
band was, that he might ferve her — adding^ 
But he is an apothecary— is he not ? Ihe re-*. 
j^Ked, ** Oh no, Sir, quite the revbrss.'* 
Foreigners will fcarce perceive how cc»ni-» 
ealiy abiurd the reply was, till they are toldi 
Itlat fhe ought to have faid, On the con- 
trary, my hufband keepra puUic-^houicT— 
for fo he> did— a bufioeis diilinA enough 
£roi]i, and oppoilte enough to ^hat her fiiend 
imagined. But what could be the ki^vekss 

of 
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of aa a|)otfaecar7, ^ them all o Vondering 
till fhe informed theni« If the comuHiTeurg 

# 

objedl to what I: have faid concerning the 
EX£jiGU£, they jnuft remember I fpeak to 
learoersi not the learned, and I think my 
account a good one* Exergue is a device^ 
a viilble metaphor j and I really know not 
what to call the LN.R.L upon the crofs, or 
the S»r«QJl. upon the Roman banners, i£ 
they be not written exergues.. Mottcca 
are they not ^ for to be a motto, fome word 
IS ;necefl?uy, and.ow word is beft.j when; 
there are more, 'tis better to fay fegenday in 
pure ilii£i:nefs. The Bourbon mottO: wai 
J^^^raw^—Shakei^eare alludes to it in the 
hiftodcal play8,-^Tbe HamihOxls is Through^ 
illuding to their coat armour} the.Dou^* 
gWs For'ward^ii I remember. Sentence* 
ihew lefs roiearch :-^as under th^: Bertie 
lirms, three battering ratns^ we read, FirtiSt 
j^n^U fi$f^/ior j under the Salifbury lony in 
^)e faille tafte, Sat tfi froftrafi^ l^^om^ pxiA 

4' th« 
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the like x but R.I.P, which diAingviihes th^ 

toxnb^ of Romaniftg in our churches^ is aa 
IJCERQIJE, mcwingMequiefcat inpace^ which 
I know not why is fo peculiarly appropri* 
ated to one feft of Chriftians more than 
another. We ^\ alike ikfire to reft in peace^ 
jind in cur, confecratcd ground fo may thejr 
ever reft I who ygt imfeelingly exclude u» 
from theirs ijpon the continent.— But furcly 
the ftprm which gathers over all our hcads^ 
?Hid h»s already Begun to f^^ll on theirs^ will 
piHte a'})- it&i^* ^H ranks, aji denominations 
pf Chriftians to defend that religion cfhhr 
bltihed in the facred blopd of our common 
Mafter, and to protect his, worfliip with ali 
it? d^c rites ^4 fpleipn appendages^ 


. - t I 


ttl^DPLES, 
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kiddles/ REBUSES, JENIGMAS. CHARADES, 


HAVE doubtlefs a very clofc affinity 
without being fynoaymous terms. The 
firft, of Saxon origin^ feems to imply, firom 
ancient ufage of the word in England, 
fomewhat like a trial of fkill — as th^ Die qui" 
bus in terris among the Romans. Riddle 
me this, : and riddle me that, is a common 
verb in our old poems, for £xplain me this, 
and expound m^ th4t« So late as Miltoa 
weread— ! : 

•Be left abftrufe, my' fiddling days arc'o*cir^ 

« 
* f . ^ * • 

firom the mouth of Sampfon Agonifles. A 
RIDDLE however, now, in mere converfar- 
tion language, means little elfe than aq 
JENIGMA, ahd little more than what P^$» 
Boubouri^ in Lis Mimeim dc Trcvouu^ de« 
fcribes as ^ fubtle and ingenious difcourfc 

Including fome concealed meaning. 

, . a When 
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When Hempe is fpun^ 
£ngland*8 done^ 

^as an aeaigmatical prophecy^ Lord Bacon 
fays^ which the riddkrs of his ti&^ con« 
ftrued thus: That after ^nry^ . fdward, 
Afary, Philip, and Elizabeth had reigned — * 
England fhould be no more — or England 

* • 

ihould ceafe^ was the word : — and fo it did,* 
fays he, in • a manner, for after that our 
king's ftyle was Great Britain — the ini- 
tials, of their names having completed the 
word as then fpelt Hcmpe. 

Enigma is I learn of Greek derivation, 
and the oldeft books give us the beft exam* 
pies — Sampfon*s in the book of Judges — 
and mythological ones innumerable at a 
time when almoft all literature was drawn 
from -ffigypt, the true land of myftcry and 
hierolyphic^ ' *Tis now a mere fport and 
play of words, and ranks aiQong thofe fpe« 
cics of falfe wit which arc commeisdably 

exploded. 


cxp^o 'Ad* Yet Diuniy the agrcleable coi2ii« 
fellor at Paris, aftsr he waft blinds f^nt Me^ 
nage thefe twt> tintfsi havittg pteVioufly 
bent told tbtt his friend was laid tip with 
Aegput^ 

Qui mab noftira tlilit pfieft^nti dote ^Icbat. 
Ede titi nomtn^ dostibt talis erit. 

To which Mfeflage ihftantly rcJplifed by 
the fervant who wmted^ 

CEdiik>d^ih tectlm facto, l^iimet sg^r uterqiie 
Pes mthu Caligat lumen utriihiqiie tibf. 

« *rhc anfwer is prettidft, 

tn GKdipiis alone I read 

Our miferies unke4 f 
My lamenefs ^as to him ^ecr^ecl^ 
His eyes like yours benighted. 

t coiitd do liothtng wifh the. ftloDL£ It^ 
iclf —Mi-i Qny did me the hdntJur to turn 
it tbaM} 


H« 
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* ' tic ^0 our ills upited bare^ > 

The att of divination knew ; 
. If you Ac prophet's name.declatey 
ni hail jou prophet too. 

And mhilc tlie world owes, him Iblid obfi- 
gatioQSy let him neither be angry nor 
afhamed that it fees he can trifle to oblige 
or divext a friend* 

The REBUS meantime^ fuch as Menage 
or Camden defcribes, is a (lill meaner con<» 
trivance^ m things now iland^ - than the laft 
mentioned ; yet an acquaintance with them 
may ailift men in decyphering old &milies^ 
which fhewed their names by devices j as 
Sir Anthony Wingfield, who with the crofs 
and red tofe, which latter denotes a LanoaA 
trian Partizan^ gave a- wide extended wing^ 
with thefe four letters round, F.E.L.D4 
while Fuller of Rofe-Hill chofe for hijs n^ 
iu/^ device y or exergue^ / 

Jto/i HHh Ihve we/i^ being implied.; Thefe 

tricks 
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tricks were taught us in the eailj x^es hf 
the French, among whom tfaejr arc ftitt 
oSXtA Rebiii de Picardie. But they have been 
always in the world, I believe; nor did 
Lucius Eorus, nor Julius Casiar hffiifelf, 
fbom a contrivance of the fame nature, 

* 

when the hiftorian gave a flower fignifying 
bis appellation, as Benvenuto Garofani, the 
painter in the fame country, did a good 
thoufand years «after : — and 'tis faid by the 
connoifllburs how Julius Cskfar put an ele- 
phant upon his coin, becaufe Cseiar means 
elephant in the Mauritanian tongue. Nay, 
I doubt not but the C%ar^ which means 
Cafar^ gives a true rebus at this very 
day in the order of the Elephant, upon 
that very principle. The difcriminating 
difierence feems to be this: the riddle 
may be profe, and the fubjedt is totally at 
his choice who makes it. The jenigma 
fhould be verfe, and a ihort diilich is mod 
claiUcal: while the rebus muft include a 

namCf 
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name^ wbich to the exergue Is not ne- 
ceflary. 

Charade is a new device of the fame 
kind. I never heard its origin, but know that 
when the Spectator had driven out this laft 
abfurdity, and Garrick helped its exit by 
his revival of Abel Drugger ; ingenious 
dtilnefs invented a new one, and covered 
our fans, fcreens, &c. with charades 
newly brought from France. The fubtlcty 
here confifts in making two different qua- 
lities agree in a third ; one is fufficient for 
a fpecimen : 

My firft runs at you^ 
My fecond runs into you, 
, My third rUns through you, 

is. as good as any of them : 'Tis buck^ibom 
anfwers the defcription. * 


VOL. II. Q^ RioicytE^ 
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RIDICULE, RAILLERY, DERlSlON, BANTER^ 


ARE much too nearly allied-^yet natu- 
^fally at a good dxflance from flri£t fyno^ 
"nymy; the fecdnd and the fourth being 
agreeable fources of amufenient and inno- 
cent mirthy while the other two are odious 
and terrifying. Yet nothing is furer than 
that a man, or fcience, or a quality of the 
mind, or a flight aficdation in the perfen 
of a friend, which has been only once the 

fubjed of BANTER Or RAILLERY in a fet 

of gay companions, becomes quickly a 
theme of derision to fools, who leara 
laughing more eafily than difcemment in 
the choice of objeds wheVe ridicule is 
juftly permitted, Addifon, though pot 

fefled of humorous powers beyond every 

* 

. other writer in our language — Shakefpeare 
alone excepted — dcteftsr all drollery on fcri- 

. cus 


^ k 


\ 
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ous fubjeds^ and fays in his Freeholder, that 
a quotation out of Hudibras fhall make 
fome blockheads treat with levity an obli- 
gation wherein their welfare is concerned 
in this world and the next. Such rail- 
LERY, adds he, is enough to make the 
hearers tremble. And I do think the ifpirit 
of DERISION (become either fo natural or 
fo infeftious among Britons, that the very 
babies of our ifland are tainted with it) 
never did find a w^ay to gain applaufe as 
now in fafhionable circles, till my Lord 
Shaftelbury had fhown us how happily and 
airily we might laugh at Heaven and its 
judgments : for although the noble author^s 

own fhafts of ridicule were feverely and 

» > 

with much humour retorted upon him again 

by Mandeville, in the fir ft dialogue of his 

fecond volume, where the laugh and parody 

are admirable ; and although numberlefs 

good anfwers have been made to the Cha« 

ra^eriftics, one in particular, very little 

0^2 read. 


»«l 
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read, inanoyel called The Cry; my heart 
prompts me to fancy, and experience con- 
firms the nation^ that fince that book ap- 
peared, whkh taught mankind how ridi- 
cule ^one was to be confidered as a teft 
of truth, every charader, however venera-r 
ble by virtue of condu£t or dignity of fitu- 
ation — every tranfaiSiion, however trifling in 
itfelf, has been torn out and hung before 
the public^ eye to excite D£RISIon of au- 
thority, and promote banter where *ti8 
diiBcult to imitate merit. 

South fays, that it was out of Titus's 
power not to be derided, but in his power 
not to be ridiculous ; and this is the beft 
comfort foi thofe whofe delicacy has fuf- 
fered by modern wit. Yet a man may lofe 
his eye from the ftroke of a boy's pop-gun, 
if. not aware of its fuddcn approach j and 
'tis obfervable enough too, that as the pre- 
fent are beyond all preceding times fruit- 
ful in farcaftic merriment, fo I recoUeft no 

- .. age 
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age lefs fertile of elegant humour and harm- 
lefs gaiety than the prefeiit. Broad mirth and 
co^uie reprefentation of mean manners, and 
the rough fcenes of life, beft fix the atten- 
tion of high people to the ftagc, where they 
contemplate the tricks of Mifs Hoyden and 
Mifs Tomboy with the fame difgraceful ear 
gernefs that detains a lower fet with liquor- 
ifh hope of feeing fom'ewhat at a printr 
ihop window capable to inflame appetite ia 
uniutellefkual and empty youth, or to re- 
ftore it in debauched though half inert old 
age. Such is the retrograde prc^efs of 
falfe refinement, and ill dlrefled opulence : 
— rjuft theme of indignant fatire to thofc 
who write, of pointed raillery to fu(^ 
as have talents for converfation. 


Q, 3 »^^» 


f 
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RULE, SWAY, G0VI;RNMENT, 


ARE not pRcifely fynonymous, thoug]| 
fimilar. Sway has by far the gentleft 
meaning of the three ; its derivation frop 
-i German vvord Jcbweieny expreflive of un^ 

dulatory mbtion, ipnpUes a degree of foft* 
ineffi little confonant to the other two j an4 
wfe fity without impropriety eivil or grains 
hiatical, that in thofe countries where ahfok 
lute 1R.VILE fits defpotic on the lips, almoft 
\ippn. the eye of the fovereign, a favourite 
imay flill bear confidcrable sway, aod guide 
to his own fancy the fcept|-e of govern^ 
M£NT. If we turn our looks towards tfaf 
verbs formed from thefe nouns, we may like- 
wife obferve minds of peculiar make, which, 
though they refift beijig bu][-ed, will eafily 
permit their opinions to be led, and their 
judgment swayed; and 'tis well known 

tM 
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that men cf this defcription muft be co« 
VERNED by influence : for, as a great ftateH- 
man of old fays, " If you will work on 
any man, you muft either know his nature 
and faOiions, and fo lead him ; or his 
ends, and fo perfuade him ; or his weaknefs, 
and fo awe him ; or his interefts, and fo oa- 
TERN him." 'Tis therefore that I now 
eeafe to wonder what thofe people would 
have, who complain not otily of the authority 
but the influence of eoVERNMENT. There 

\ 

are but three ways to choofe ont of: we 
inuft be each wholly independent of c^er, 
and, acknowledging no head or heads, no 
fubordination, no fociety, live like fomfe 
folitary Indians, in a ftate of total freedom 
from every divine and every human -tie ;-^ 
Or we muft be GOVERJfEDySwa^Aa^—either 
by RULE, as a huft)and in his houfe, where 
all acknowledge his authority; or like a. 
wife in her family, who sways by influx 
ence, and holds her limited power by per- 

0^4 petual 


2iz BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

petual attention not to diiguft by it8 too 
rough exertions. Deljpotic fovereigns ate 
obeyed as the man is in this cafe : — limited 
Ifxonarchs arc contented to carry every 
point as . 4 woman in her circle, 

And win their way by yielding to the tide, 

4 



only adopting Ikill inftead of ftrcngth. Nor- 
den tells us, in his account of Cornwall, 
(bmething concerning the Pendre ftone 

analogous enough to our government 
here in Great Britain. 

*' It is (lays he J a rocke upon the' toppe 
of a hill near Bliflbn, on which flandeth a 
beacon, and on the tpppc of the rocke lyeth 
ji ilgne^ three yardes and a haulfe long, four 
foote broad, and two and a haulfe thick : 
and it is ib equally balanced that a touch 
may mpve it, whereof I have had true expe« 
rience* Yet whereas a man with his little 
Jing€r can eafily ftirr the fame, the Arength 
of many men cannott ever move it or re* 

V 

If 
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If therefore people fancy there is fome^ 
thing great in rcfufmg to be awed by ma* 
jefty, or ruled by power, let them at 
leaft, like their own huge and rugged mafles 
of ftone in Wiltfhireand in Cornwall, fhew 
themfelves eafy to be swayed with a foft 
touch and gentle hand, nor complain alike 
of influence and of authority ; fince we fee 
clearly that fome government is necef- 
fary to every country : and how fociety is 
carried on where all will bear rule, and 
none will fuffer it^ a neighbouring nation 
fhews. Let ours take warning from the 
dread example, reflecting that thefe monu- 
mental Hones would not have flood fo 

■ 

long, had not their balance been fo nicely 
kept. The venerably ancient, the almoftr 
felf-ei^ijdent rogk of royalty may yet, as wc 
fee, be at length deftroyed by mean but 
lonff continued efforts to underQiine it; 
though, when, it fplits, infulting curioiity h 
wounded by the fragments, and c^lm fpec- 

tator« 
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Utors He cruihed beneath itt fall: while 
tbcfc apparently works of art, as Bryant 
judges from their repetition, muft, when 
tbiy fmk, drop all at once together-^fo clofe« 
I7 unked are the fuftainers and fuftained. 


I J . r ■ >■■ ' I ' 'I' ■». . 1 1 ,, 


RORAL AND RUSTIC 


^"^m^tmWfi^ 


MUST neceflarily feem fynonymous to 
foreigners, who fee them ufed perpetuaUy 
for each other in our bed authors — or think 
they do— becaufe the words are commonly 
appropriated with a fele&ion exa£fc enough, 
England, fay we, affords more fituations 
that one may juftly^ term RUKAL, than any 
nation or country in Europe ; for in France, 
Italy imd Germany, at leaft, you ire always 
too near, or too far from a great city \ fo 
that the prominent features of every land-^ 

icape exhibit either wildiaeft aj^roacbing 

to 
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to barbarityi gr elfe cultivatiofi^ refembUag 
» garden more thaa fidds; — whereas in 
-Gre^t Britain, where opulence ia more 
difiufed, and knowledge lefs concentrated^ 
Nature accepts the character of individualfi^ 
Had every plac? poflefles fome. agreeable 

ornaments which tend to its embellifh- 

> • 

ment— though no fpot ja by the accumulg- 
tion of fuch ornaments made more fplendid 
than beautiful. Rural elegance is the 
pride and plcafure of our happy ifland, 
whence EU STIC grofTnefs and rough fer- 
nery are (o nearly expelled, that you feek for 

« 
them in vain at a great diftance from the 

capital, among Ithe lakes of Weftmor eland, 
or along the .-ea-coafts of Devonshire* 
AVli^nce our fafUdious travellers, perhaps, 

Tif'd of the tedious and dilicUlVd good, 
^eek for their folacr in nckaowlci^d ill, 
• Parser, aadtoS, and pain. 

Gb AH Alf's TlLEMiCHCi* 

Wc 
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We dlmb the Alps of Switzerland and 
Savoy^ or journey nnind Ae Hebrides in 
. fearch of contrail: and variety, ddiighting 
to penetrate t&e hidden recefles of Nature, 
and 

Call her where (he fits alone, 
Majeftic on her craggy throne. 

Such views indeed produce magnificent 

ideas in the mind, but they are ideas of 

God, not man* lie always feeips debafed 
• . . ' ^ 

on fuch a theatre, and, to fay true, ge- 

nerally adits his part upon them with rus- 
ticity enough : while foreigners are often 
heard to admire our peafantry both in the 
north and weft of England, each with his 
^atch, his little fhelf of books, trimmed 
hedge, clean fhirt, and planted garden; 
enjoying that rural fimplicity, and ele* 
gant competence — ^glory of Britons ! — great 
and enviable refult of equal kws and mild 
adminiftratlon ! 


Let 
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^37 


Xet them remember dien tbofe laws^ thc^e rig^ts^ 
That generous plan of pow'r delivered down 
From age to age by their renowrfd forefathers^ 
So dLcarly bought, the 'price of fo much blood. 

Addison's Cato. 


TO SAUNTER, TO* LOITER, TO LINGER, TO 
DELAY, TO BE SLUGGJSH, DILATORY, 

AND TEDIOUS. 


UN PLEASING qualities varioufly ex- 
prefled by all thefe verbs and adverbs, x^ich 
are flearly though not clofely fynonymous^ 
We apply fome of them to perfons chiefly, 
9Lnd fome to things. 

What plagues, what torments are in ftore for thee. 
Thou SLUGGISH idler, dilatory flave ! 

lays the Turk in Johnfop's Irene. He had 
indeed an averfion to fuch people amount- 

4 

kig almoft to antipathy^ though he conti- 

dered 
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t 


dered himfelf among the tiumber, aiid t>atfed 
his life in forming and breaking refolutions 
of adive diligence^ He faid that the verb 
SAUNTER came oritginally from Sainte Tirre 
the Holy Land ; for that in crufading times^ 
when a fellow was found loitering about^ 
unable or unwilling to give account of him- 
felf and his defigns, if afked whither he was 
going, the ufual reply was, a la Sainte Terre : 
and from thatcaufe, people who LI^GERED 
about a houfe, trefpafling upon that hofpi- 
tality which, in fuch days was with difficulty 
refufedy were called by corruption Sainte^ 
terrers and saunterers. Delay, mean- 
time, is a word that may oftep. be ufed in 
in excellent fenfe as a p^ of policy and 
military Ikill : witnefs the condud: of Fabius, 
who we are told faved Rome by procrafti- 
nation, and drawing out the war into length; 
fatiguing his enemy and wearying the pa- 
tience of troops, who fighting in a foreign 
land need no enemy but patience for their 

utter 
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litter extirpation ; while thofe who die can 
aever be replaced, and ev^ry village afibrds 
refuge for the afTailed, and ruin to the ai^ 
failants* 

Fottuiie, in great matters as well as fmall^ 
refembles the market: if you can wait a 
while the price will fall. That delays are 
dangerous is on the other hand no falfe 
proverb: but tlie meaning here is, when 

you come to the moment of execution, do 
quickly that which you have coniidered lei- 
furelyj for as the motion of a boy^s top 
turned fwiftly round appears to ftand ftill^ 
fo no fecrecy can be ever comparable to cele^ 
rity in- bufinefs. That arrow is fureft Xof 
hit the mark which is moil fuddooiy an4 
fwifdy fhot. 

I iaw a pretty quibbling epigram once 
upon a man who^ name was BaddeUy^ and 
who owed the writer money, if I remember: 

'^it ran thus : 

Delay is bad— aod I may laf. 
There's nought bot^bad in BaJdelay. 

3 SEPITIONS, 


7 
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SEDITIONS, TROUBLES, FACTIONS, 
DISTURBANCES, 


ARE nearly allied certainly, yet not 
quite fynonymous ; for troubles fpring 
up many times in ftates from caufes not 
eafy to cure — as tedious wars abroad, which 
caufing heavy debts at home, produce diC- 
trefs from mere inanition, like the alkaline 
fever brought pn a human body by too long 
' abftinence from food* There are likewife 
TROUBLES enough from repletion^ when ill 

* 

humours are afloat. But nations not kept 
Ignorant of the difeafe or remedy, will be 
little fubjefl: to disturbance, even £h)m 
the worft of thefe caufes; having learned 
from knowledge of pad ages, or experience 
of prefent, that unlefs the (late is intrinfi- 
cally poor, and fo enfeebled froi^ lofs of 
commerce that it can with^diHicuIfy ireilore 

itfelf 


^ Itfetf to health itid vigour, or fuddenly of- 
fended by innovations, *twill not be eaff 
to exdte sfiiittiON among the common 
people, who are always more diijpofed to 
quiet thaii thei# agitators e^cpei^ed to find 
them; flow to move, although powerful 
when once fet in motion ; and ever more 
inclined by natiire and cuftdm to obey the 
King de faSlOy than aiiy iiewly fprung-up 
bcJdy of npblesi or felf-created demagogues 
delighting in confufion, in \vrhich our eiv- 

lightened comtnofialty fee far off that they 
(hall only be made inftruments of advance^ 
meilt to fellows no better than thcmfelves, 
vrho for the purpofes of paction climb on 
the fhouldefs of the people to reach at and 
deilroy the King's prerogative* A monarch 
is fafe againft all fuch, however, while fao 
pofieffes the good^^will c^ his common peo- 
ple ; and every child's Pantheon can remind 
us, that when the inferior deities, nobles jpl: 
the (ky, made a fa&ious comHOi»tion to 

J8: bind 
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bemg long liflened to, ambttioujly fententiour^ 
has been c^ late derided by the appellation 
of a man of sentiment — in allufion, as I 
fuppofe, to Mr. Sheridan's play. Favourite 
dramas have, among theEnglifb, a temporary 
influence over language that would amaze 
©nc. The Duke of Buckingham's Rehear- 
fal drove out of fashionable company thc» 
filly phrafe of Egad and all ibat ; and I havcf 
been told that Dryden's Sir Martin cleared 
the elegant tables of their then favourite in-^ 
tercalation In fine ^ Sin New ones meanwhile 
^ring up every day, like thefe, dully to take 
Ihcir turn and be forgotten, to the no fmalf 
incumbrance of converfation, and fatigue of 
line's ear ; for living, as Collins faid^ under 
the dominion of a word, whether senti- 
ment, or rage^ or ^^, ox pkdg€ Qnisfdf\ 
or whatever abfurdity determines choice, 
muft furely be a defpicable mode of prov^ 
ing our good breeding, which rather con^ 
fifts in |he art of baniihing fuch pedantry 

than 
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than inviting It Indeed the pedantiy of a 
drawing-room is no lefs ofFenfive than that 
of a college^ or an army coffee-hpufe, or a 
merchant's compting-houfe ; — all are tedious 
and difgraceful, and (hould be fwept awa/p 
Let the players fet the example, and, by re- 
forming the defpicable cant of their green<» 
rooms, ihew themfelves fit to mend the foi- 
bles of the age. 

When the old poet Maynard came to 
Paris a little while before his death, what« 
ever he faid one night aimofl when hit 
friends and he met at a tavern, fomc or 
other of them cried out, Ce mot la n^efi 
plus en ufage. Wearied at length with their 
fa&ionable criticifm^, he called for a fheet 
of paper, and wrote thefe verfes upon it 
impromptu ; 

£n chpveux blanks il xne £»vt done afier 
Comme uo enfaot tous les joura SL f ecoI< $ 
Que je ferois fou d'apprendre 'k parler, 
LorAjue la xnort vient mooter la parole J 

R 3 How 
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How fcnfclcfs were I to he carried along 

In grey hairs to your new modifli fchool \ 
Sure death would a day fooner palfy my tongue^ 

» • . • • • 

Should it prove nie fo errant a fool. 




SIPN§, PICTURES AT SHOP-DOORS, MARKS, 
* TOKENS, PAINTED NOTICES IHAT. 
SOMETHING IS SOLD* WITHIN. 




THE firft is the popular word for what 


I • • k« 


the others rather defcribe than exprefs. 
|5wift fays fomewhat haftily, that wit and 
fancy arc not employed in any one article, 

fo much as in the contriving of signs to 

•» ... 1- . . . 

hang before houfes. I rather think that it 

requires fome wit s^nd fancy to explain the 

' ■ •• • . . 

meaning of many yet unintelligible ones j 
though the Spedatoi:, and fince him. the 
Lookei?-pn, in a ps^per fuggefted by a friend, 
have thrown much light upon the fubjed ; 

a very 
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ft very trivial one to people like that friend 
capable of benefiting literature by things of 
greater importance. 

In the thirty-fecond number of the laft- 
mentioned paper, however, we firft are in- 
formed that *ti« to the heraldic diftindion of 
the neighbouring noblemen that we are 
obliged for the multitude of monftcrs — as 
the Red Lion, the Black Swan, Blue Boar, 
&c, a Swan fable, a Boar azure, a Lion gules, 
&c. being the coat armour of fome rnan of 
confequence in the neighbourhood. This it 
fo true, that the Harcourt Arms, the Pemr 
broke and Marlborough Arms are even now 
hung as signs in the vicinage of Blenheim, 
Wilton, or Nuneham. The Gyeen Man is 
however an exception : he is I believe an al- 
lufion to Bold Robin Hood ; and if the fize 
of the pidure admits, Little John is com- 
monly vifible in the perfpedive. ' The Two 
Maidens at or near Kennel worth, one with 
a red rofe, and I think dreiFed in pink too'; 

R 4 the 
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th$[ Other with a white rofe, are apparently 
che Princefles Marjr and Elizabeth, fet up 
by foijic wife fellow, who refolved to enters 
tain the partifans of both families at his 
houle, if poilible. Signs ^d tokens of 
every foyt, however, arc going out, in pro* 
portion as literature cpmes in, i'^ormerly 
brothers or fri^nd^^ married find fettled 
in different and diftant provioces, fent 
TOK£|fs to each other, as proofs of theit 
yet continued exigence and welfare { but 
pow the conveyance of letters by regular 
pods is eflablifhed, fuch marks ^re ren^^ 
4ered unneceflary. The cuftpm, however, 
fiill obtaitis iii Poland, I undorftand, and is 
fcarcely worn out in Morayia* Signs at 
Ulegunt traders* will very foon be put of 
tcuftom, 1 fee plainly. Brewers weie wont 
to fet up ati Anchor or a Peacoc]^, &c* but 
they ai^ falleQ into difufe ; ^4 I recoiled 
Op siGHf at any banker's now, unleft the 
7})ree Squirrels ftill ^and ia view at Tem-? 

s ■ pi? 
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pie Bar j which, from the analogy perhap* 
between that hoarding animal and a money-* 
dealer's ihop, may have been longer preferv- 
cd than the reft. 'Tis now growing ^imiliar^ 
I obferve, to write the Prince's Head, or Ae 
White Lion, inftead of painting them j and 
fome wonid certainly be with difficulty ro- 
prefented to the eye, as a Nimble Nine- 
pence, which was nothing more, probably, 
than a little coin twirled about as the defig-i* 
nation of a gaming-houfe. The Round of 
Beef at ibme cook's Giop near St. Giles's 
tempted Co:i the merry dancing-mafter, of 
Sections memory, when he faw thefe words 
under, Qood boiled beef bot every day, to 
liib the top of the b out, fo that it flood 
thus, not every day ; and the people did not 
know where to apply for their dinners ; fb 
looked them out another place for that pur- 
pofe^ 

ti0Ns too, as the Lvnb and Stan- 

dardy 
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datd, from a verfe in St. John's Apocalypffc | 
the Dove and Mitre, which ftill remains at 
Hereford ; with the Nun and Crucifix, &c. 
wear out every day, as religion grows more 
delicate and lefs fervent among us. The 
Hare running over the Heads of Three 
Nuns, which ufed to ftand at Charing Crofs, 
was manifeftly nothing more than bad fpelW 
ing, "Nuns of fome religious. orders wear a 
MjIir ' cloth or cilice next their fkin, for 
purpofes oi mortification, and this article 
was fold at the linen-drapers', who furnifh- 
td the whole of their drefs ; but the praftice 
growing obfolete, I fuppofe, and the idea ftill 
continuing of fome connexion betwixt a 
nun and a HjIir &in, they thought it a 
HARE fkin, and fet up (be figure o^f that 
animal accordingly. 

Enough on this fynonymy of signs and 
MARKS and TOKENS at Jhop^doors^ whence 
they will foon be baniihed, I believe. Under 

the 
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the article symbol much will occur of f$r 
rious matter ^/oArifiej by Tifible'FipURSC, 

ItfARKS, and TOKENS^ 


3=C£ 


SILLY, IGNORANT, SENSELESS, 


f 

I 


ARE not fynonymousy except in the 
inouths and opinions of fuch as are sense*- 
I^ESS by nature, or ignorant with regard 
fo language, Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, and 
I have read it recorded by, fome of his bio- 
graphers, that the heaping loads of litera- 
ture on a head unfumiihed with the pra^- 
cognita of knowledge, a senseless foul, at 
he often called fuch people, was like fetting 
diamoiids or other precious jewels in lead^ 
which could but obfcure the luftre of the 
fione, and ma^e the pofTeffor afhamed on't. 

Had he lived ^l Italy, this obfervation 
^a4 been loft ; for as among ouf countrymen 

may 
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may be fennd many men of very meaii and 
limited powers, who yet are excellently 
taught, and for that reafon far from 1 6 no* 
RANT, although SILLY enough on occafions 
^here no fcience comes in play, and mat- 
ters of mere common fenfe are made the 
iubjed:8 of converfation — fo in Italy, where 
little cultivation is thought neceflary, *tis 
exceedingly rare to bear a gentleman, or 
lady difgrace themfelves by a senseless 
or weak manner, either of aftiiag or ctf 
ipe^ng, however ignorant they mary 
prove of what we EngUOi confider as al- 
moft indii^nfable literature— th« knpw- 
ledge of our Own tongue, for example, juid 
Ho much of gtogratdiy as may keep us from 
Jbeing told impofiibilities, and then laughed 
wSL An in{lance will contribute i^ex|4aiQ 
my meaning, in thcfe pofkionst 

The Spaniih ^mbaflador to our court in 
'Charles the Second's time was accounted, 
and juftly, a man of large capacity, deep 

political 
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pdlitiical thinkings ad;lve iri bufinefs, and> In 

a wordt £u: too cunniag for our thoughtleff 

monarches counfdlors to cope with; but 

although nothing lefs than silly, he fel 

thofe o'laughing at his ignorance to 

whdm he was himfeif fuperior in parts and 

judgment, when the Royal Society being 

defirous of putting in pradice Torricelli's 

experiments, thought the Peak of Teneriffe 

a good place to prove their efficacy, and 

deputed two members to folicit from his 

excellency letters of recommendation for 

the Canary liles. The ambaiTador meazVf 

time, never doubting but that their intention 

was to fetch away wine, not knowledge, 

enquired what quantity they propofed bring-^ 

ing home j to which when the deputies rc-^ 

plied,, that their bufinefs was only to weigh 

.the air upon tlie mountain's top, he drove 

them from his houfe like madmen, and ran 

himfeif to Whitehall, crying out that fome 

crazy Englifbmen had infulted his avoca« 

tion. 
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tlon, and begged permifnoH to weigh tnf 
air in his maftelr^s doiiiinions — as if fiich 
^rngt wei!e poffible. Charles and his bro-^ 
fhkVj ^ho were no mean philofophers^ con^ 
cealed, from good breeding, their contempt 
of this IGNORANT Spaniard ; but the im* 
pbffibilitjr of weighing ait* fooh became i 
hack joke among the courtiers to divert the 
king in private* But why look fo far 
back ? An intelligent ndblcman from the 

Continent afked me not more thah feveii 

< 

years ago, where that Mr. Londini lived| 
(hat made fo maiiy aiid fb good mufical 
Inftruments, particularly the piano e forte^, 
which alway? borfe his name iri front. This 
was being fomewhat behind hand with 
the reft of mankind, no doubt, yet was' 
there no intelle£tual weaknefii difcoverablc, 
but the contrary ; and a man lefs siLtY 

' tr SENSELESS than he have I not oftcW 

' knowh. , 

t^f Englifh flmplicity combirifed with 
7 found 


m 

IbumI learning, numberlefs examples crowd 
about one^s remembrance, and prefs for tha 
place of diflin(3:ion. The firft that presents 
itfelf is that of a gentleman eminent' for 
claHic knowledge, a capital orientalifl:, and 
a perfon to whom the laft related ftory will 
be moft welcome if he reads it« Returning 
from India once, he ih^wed me a curious 
gem given him by fome prince of the coun-^ 
try, its colour a rich heavy green, its 
thicknefs aflonifhing, and the degree of 
tranfparency vifible in fo folid a body— 
wonderful. I admired its imcommou beau* 
ty and value, and loft fight of the pofleflbr 
for three or four years ; at the end of which 
time chance threw us once more iuto the 
fame aflembly-room, but in a different part 
of Europe. I hoped his gem was fafe* 
Oh yes ! replied my countryman, 'tis cut 
into a ring now, and has half ruined me 
in paying for the inftruments it broke dur- 
ing the operation ; for, continued he, 'tis 

very 
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veiy near a duunoiid itfelf : but we fplit if 
up at laft^ and I made fuch a jetreller — 
naming him — engfave a figure on it, that 
it might be interefting. What figure ? faid 
I anxioufly. Why, *faith, madam, I cannot 
tell ; I have fcarce looked at it Ance ; but 
it was what the goldfmith thought pro- 
per — for there fhould be fometliing on a 
ring, you know. Was not this condud 
and mode of rcafoning senseless? Doc* 
tor Johnfon's ftory of a young woman he 
once knew, who laid by the bones off her 
own plate at dinner, when flie had been 
eating chicken, to feed a friend's horfc 
whom fhe expected to call in the evening, 
©fed to fumifh us matter of difpute. I 
thought her an ideot^ while he contended 
that fhe was only ignorant oF what a 
milliner's 'prentice had no means of know- 
ing. She did not betray fymptoms of folly 
in her bufinefs, faid he, nor yet dream of 
laying up oats and hay to feed the lap-dog 

— how* 
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-^^hjSa^^Yer fhe might miftaki^ the nature of 
an animal who came little in her way, and 
i^ight be carnivorous for aught fhe had op- 
portunity t6 obfefve. Something however 
muft| -I beli€ve^ have been radically and 
from the beginning defective in a mind fo 
SBNSEL£SS| that it could not at the age of 
twenty years procure to itfclf better infor- 
mation than this. 


■^i— ■ 


TO S^LIP, TO SLIDE. 


THESE verbs arc fo very clofely allied, 
that foreigners will be in perpetual danger 
of choofing the wrong ; yet like reafon and 
inftin^ as Mr. Pope fays, they are 

For erer feparate, yet for erer nean 

The {jnoaymy u by no means exa^, 
YOt. II. S and 
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per confequcncc ; for blockheads only will 
fail to* be furprifcd when they fee an eScQ 
produced without an apparently adequate 
caufe. And here, although I may jnftly be 
charged' with^j/?//jr^ my ground and slii>- 
-IKG away from the fubjed, I cannot for- 
bear relating a ftory, which, if it has not al- 
ready got into print, may ferve to fhow the 
•juft amazemehtof favage nations at Eut* 
^opcan ingenuity. — An Englifli gentleman 
•Walked into the woods of America with a 
friend, taking as a guide with them how^- 
ever an Indian youth. In the courfe of the 
iday s anuiiement they feparated, and one 
x)f them finding fome curious fruit or ber« 
ries, fent them to his • companion by the 
lad, ' with a note of their number traced by 
his pencil on a bit of paper. Some being 
.loft on the way, he who received the pre?- 
fent reprimanded the bringer for eating or 
lofmg them, and drove him back for fnor^. 

'The gentleman fent him again with the 

* 

number 
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.number marked on. the notC| which proved 
the bay had played the fami^ trick ynih this 
iecond parcel as with the firft^ and pro- 
cured him a new fcolding« The Indian 
now fell on his knees, and kifTed the paper^; 
which, fays he, I found out was a witch or 
conjurer the firfttimej~but now he has 
proved his^ power fupernatural indeed^ be- 
4:aufe he tells that wbkh be did not fee : for 
^vhen I flung away thefe laft berries foi^ ex^ 
periment fake, I took care to sup the note 
under ajione^ that it might imi know whaX 
was palling. 


^fm*^^mt^mm^m 


SLOPE, DECLIVITY. 


MANKIND having obferved, no doubt, 
how beautiful nature is in her fpontaneous 
undulations ; how graceful is the slope; 
and how elegant the dbclivity ; thought 

S 3 they 


a6» BRITISH SYNONYMY, 

they would embellifli their inclofures Vflth 
artificial imitation cf fuch charmsi and c6ti*p 
trivcd the terrace built upon a sjlope in the 
very early day^ of building and horticul- 
ture* Semirainis's hanging gardens are an 
inftance of this amufement's antiquity ; the 
glactjF in fortification afTords daily propf of 
its ufcfulnefs, while thtjli^f>ery turf betrayis 
the aflailants to their ruin, and well deferves 
its name ; which fliould not be confounded 
with that of counter/carp^ this l?dft i^Iating 

merely to th^ointed fhape or form of the 
glacis ; and is taken firpm a woman's fhoe^ 
or plog ; contra fiarpa* So fafliionable 
were thefe acclivities in our own pleafure-? 
grounds, forty years ago, that we find Pope 
ridiculing theqi in his admirably EpiiUe 
4ipon Tafte : 

And when up ten ^jpt^Jlopfs ypuVc draggM you|r thighsj 
Tuft at his ftudy-door he'll blefs ypur eyes. 

Such pcrverfenefs was well exploded j 

and 


BRITISH SYNONYMY. 2^3 

and a more pleafing though lefs elaborate 
imitation of nature called in to fuppiy its 
place. The Ifola Bella upon hago Maggiore^ 
notwithftandingi owes its peculiar beauties 
to a funUar conftru^ion of terrace and turf- 
a£cent ; nor can any di(po(ition of ground 
produce an effed equally (Iriking and lovely 
* — fo certain is it that we fhould 

Confult the genius of the place in aU ; 

nor haftily condemn an ornament, whichj 
though incapable of embelliihing one ipot^ 
may yet increafe the elegance of another :— 
the leis haftily fhould we condemn this, as 
it is generally thought a line laid 


33& 


SLOPING OR OBLIQUELY 


MAY be confidered as more beautiful 
i>€r fe than a ftraight one. We leave the 

S 4 waving 
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waving or curve line, emphatically acknow* 
ledged, fince Hog^h's timeg as the prccife 
line of grac$, out of the queftion j indeed 
neceflarily, becaufe thpijgh sloping it is 

not OBLIQUEt 

EXAMPLE, 

The fun's path (as the Zodiac is pppu*- 
larly called) defcribes that eminently pei> 
fe£l line whof? curve is confjdered by Ho^ 
garth as eflential to true beauty, whilft the 
angle ^that line makes with the equator 
Js- juftly called the obliquity of the 
ecliptic, which fome authors — Chevalier de 
Louville in particular — wifli to believe di*- 
minifhes perpetually. -rr Had his calculation 
of half a minute loft every fifty years been 
exa^^ however, 6uv fphere would have 
been no longer an pblique one j and we 
who inhabit the temperate zones would 
no longer havp experienced the inequality 
ef nights and days. 


SLY, 
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SLYt ARTFUL, CUNNING, CRAFTY, INSIDIOUS, 

KNOWING. 


THESE odious adjedives, alike defcrip- 

tivc of one mean pcrfcflion, arc furcly not 

£ir from an exad: fynonymy. Yet the 

truly ARTFUL man, whofe long pradlice 

makes him an adept in the crooked paths 

which lead to the temple of thb left-^hand- 

ed wifdom, will not only be crafty ia 

his deep-laid defigns to arrive there, but 

cunning enough to conceal his intentioa 

offtartingat all^ and insidious to catch 

and overthrow his competitors in the nure, 

by keeping at a diftance peihaps, and 

watching the otherBT £dl with what Milton 

(b finely terms sly circumlpedion, when 

he deicribes Satan as the original inventor 

c€ thefe qualities, found by him efficacious 

to 
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to obtain our firft parents' ruin. Thofe 
who by legerdemain bcft pack the cards, 
however, are often moil: unfkilful at the 
game ; and I have read in fome old Englifh 
author, that the cunning fellow's mind 
is like an ill<-built houfe ; full of convenient 
clofets, and fecret paiTages, with excellent 
back-Hairs ; but never a good room or hand- 
fome entrance. Doctor Goldfmith, in his 
charming Vicar of Wakefield, fays, the 
KNOWING one appears to him the foolifh- 
eft blockhead of all, when his life and fyf- 
tern come to be reviewed : He tricks his ho* 
neft neighbour once o'year at the fair, yet 
is always himfelf leading a life of anxiety 
and efca^— dying at laft probably in fome 
prifon ; while the farmer he cheated -grows 
rich, and happy, and fat, and gives good 
portions to his family, without having ufed 
^ny arts but induftry, or ftudied inven- 
tions except how to pay his debts pundu- 
3 ally, 
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ally, and buy goods at the beft maxket« 
The word knowing is however a vulgar 
«ne» as it belongs to a pedantry in ufk 
among gamefters, horfe-jockeys, &;c. 


^^ ■ ^iJ^^^— »— ^■^■^^p^^MWWM^— ^i^»^i^»^— ^»» «■ ■ > ■ mm J ^i 


•NEAKING, CROUCHING, SERVILE j MEANLY 

OBSEQUIOUS. 


IN thefe fynonymes, as in fome few 

others, we fhall find that although, the 
words of claflic derivation are neateft and 
moft elegant, the Saxon ones carry a 
ftronger energy and bolder expreflion.— 
Pope choofes the meaner word for that very 

reafon, in his poem to Lord Oxford, where 

« 

he fays. 

When Injtereft callM offall her bheaking train, 
And all th< obliged defert-*and all the vain. 

Servile 
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Servile would have been too foft to ^x- 
prefs his juft indignation at a condudl ex- 
ptrienced by many people befides Harle/, 
the nation's gtcat fupport, as the poets dc- 
lighted to call him. Many fcntences, mean- 
time, might be contrived to call thefc ad- 
verbs very clofe together without imputa- 
tion of tautology, were we to fay that thoft 
SNEAKING half-neglefted flatterers that 
cling round all who have either fortune or 
power, hoping by mean obsequious- 
ness to obtain their favour, are ever fi;rft 
and likelieft to carry their servile talents 
lo another houfe, when they fee that fliut 
up, which once was open to receive arid 
entertain them as friends. He too who 
frights a whole family by his vehemence, 
and tyrannizes over a fickly wife, and poor 
dependant fifter, who marrying ill in her 
early youth came back a widow in five 
y^ars^ with two babies deftitute of provi- 

fion, 
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fion, and is forced to cultivate a crouch- 
ing temper, to procure , from this wretch 
a precarious fubfiftence — is probably, when 
you have followed him to another table, 
the' 'rnoft SERVILE admirer of fome haugh-- 
ty demagogue, head of his party, wh« 

Bawl fo» freedom in their fcnfclefs mood^ ^ , 




3S/ Milton fayE ; and, ' whil^ they exert the 
fevcireft difcipflne in their own families, 
profefs an ardent love of liberty ; defiring 
however, as it fhould feem, nothing much 
more or better than the power of exerting 
rough r«Zf, though they will not fUbmit to 
endure even the gentleftyw^^* 


SOIL^ 
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SOIL, EARTH, GROUND, 


ARE not fynonymous. We lay the wifcft 
man now on earth, not on ground, be- 
caufe we mean of the whole earth col- 
ledively when fpeaking thus in hyperbole. 
Yet foreigners will immediately recoiled 
Pope*8 verfes, which run perfedly right too^ 

as contradictory to my affertion : 

Led by her h;ind, he faunter'd Europe round. 
And gather'd every ^ice on Chriftian geoukd* 

Here, however, is no contradiftion ; \i$ 
hyperbolical certainly, but the ground is 
pointed out. When we fay, Such a country 
is our native soil, 'tis always half in a figu- 
rative fenfe, as if we GREfV there, and could 
not, like fome vegetables, bear tranfplanta- 
tion. The word is peculiarly energetic in the 

moutk 
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Qiouth and from the chara^er of Eve, whofe 
inexperience calls forth alt our tendernefs, 
when fhe exclaims, 

Muft I then leave thee, Paradife ! 
Thee, native soil ! 

Thofe who are fpeaking with agrictffifts 
will obferve, that soil is the word in ufe 
when we defcribe the nature of its two fy- 
nonymes, improperly fo called; but they 
who pay juft attention to man's original 
and proper employment, know that when 
they till the ground, various kinds of 
SOILS are prefentjed to their examination, 
among which that we call loam is fuppofed 
to poffefs the properties of real and ge-» 
nuine earth above all the reft ; and 'ti* 
obferved, I think, .that the fuperftrata are 
commonly moft excellent in hot countries, 
the fubftrata in cold. 

SAXONTy fo named perhaps from its 
numerous and beautiful precious Jiones^ 

« 

though lying north, contains a wonderful 

quantity , 


272 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

quantity of phlogiftoii below, to compenfate 
for thofe clear frofis which pinch the fur- 
fuze of t!ie EARTH in that diftridi ; and one 
of thie blighted gems I ever beheld was 
found in a much colder climate (till — La 
Terra di Labrador. This curiofity was fhewn 
me in the Emperor's mufeum, where the 
gentleman who accompanied us about, took 
the kind pains to inform me of the fadl and 
^reafon; faying, he doubted not but the 
SOIL there, meaning near Hudibn's Bay, 
might by dint of cultivation produce much 
riches; and what I fhall have the honour 
to tell you concerning France is (continued 
he) worth your remembering — that where 
the fuperficies of the ground is fo fine and 
fertile, the fubftrata deny all reward to the 
toils of us deep fellows, in a manner not to 
be credited but by thofe who are fkilled in 
the nature of earth and its various pro* 
perties : the reafon, he added, at lead the 
immediate reafon, is want of neceifary phlo-, 

gifton* 
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giftmu If our good German fiicod be now 
afive^ he may delight to draw a paralld 
fiom the SOIL to die minds of thefe French* 
men, and kindle in himfelf a hope, that thefa: 
fire, lying all near the top, may foon blaze 
itfelf away ; while the concentrated warmth 
of Aufirian courage i^ long be likely to 
invigorate diidr meafures, thdr country and 
Its inhabitants, as the fteaify heat of col* 
leded embers is feen to remain losig after 
the flame is conlbmed. 


3OU&CE, SPRING, FOUNTAIN, W£LI^ 


ARE not fynonymous to the natoralifis^ 
dioogh neaaAj fb in conreriatioo* We call 
dide FOOHTAiKS, however, wfpch pbj 
lb beantifiilly befixe St. Peter^s dmrch at 
Rome; and the cztiaocdiiiary water vduch 

roL. II. T takes 


^4 
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takes fire vnxh a candle at Brofeley in "Eag- 
land, we call the burning well. The hoc 
SPRINGS at Bath meantime, and the mine* 
ral ones at Aix la Chapdle^ are juftly famous; 
while we join in obferving how ftrange it 
is, that fo 'great a river as the Nile ihould 
flow from a source fcarce difcoverable 
by travellers* Source and. spring are 
ufed figuratively too with great familiarity, 
hut we don't fay well at all, except in, a 
politive fenfe; and though we agree that 
our King is the fountain of honour, I 
recollect no place where the other word ad- 
mits of fuch ufage. Source of my life, 
and SPRING of all our anions, are commea 
figures in 4ircourfe as in writing. 


8Tjri.i, 
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STYLE, MANNER. 


ri^Mtai 


1 MAVE tcad fomcwhcre a pretty ob(cr- 
Vation, that to write si good style muft have 
been originally as coarfe and as pedantic an 
cxpreiSioni as we now think it, when a 
rough man, inftead of pr^fing Cramer^s tafte 
and fkill, ^ys he plays a goodjiddle^ or plies 
his Jlick to a miracle \ — for the style was 
once the inftrument ; and I doubt not but 

♦ 

there may be ftill many a reader it Briftol^ 
who delights to think how Miis Hannah 
More is a Jinc lady at her pen^ upon the 
fame principle ; while wits and fcholars and 
critics arc admiring to fee fuch valuable 
dioughts delivered in fo admirable a stylb» 
There is however a manner diftin^ 
from STYLE in every art, ib &r as my weak 
fight can penetrate into thdr arcana; feme* 
thing like the difierences in natural hiftory^ 

T« where 
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where the animal of one kind is refemblcd 
by fome particular creature of gnothcr-7- 

' which is, notwith^^nding that refemblance, 
referred yet to another clafs. Johnfon's 
STYLE, for example, k my Lord Bacou^s^; 
but he caught a fhade of Brown's manner 
in the expreffion. 'Tis well known that 

' Teniers poflefled a style Qf painting all 
his own, while endowed with a peculiar 
power of imitating almpft every other pain- 
ter's MANNER ; whilft, in mufic, daily liiit- 
takes are jniade by thofe who flatter them- 
felves they are compofing in the style of 
mafters, whofe MANNER.OQly, and perhaps 
the worft part of that top, is all they have 
obtained. Singularities are foon picked up 
jeven by thc;moft.curfory obfervers, if very 
prominent ; and numberlefs have for that 
re^pn been the parodifts of Johnfon, and 
the imitators of Sterne ; whilft Young re- 
Cards counterfeits by his difficult abd angu- 

lar 


•"«»■. 
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hit Iharpnefs, and Swift eludes them by his 
fmooth and voluble uniformity. In modem 
times, at leaft during thefe laft few years^ 
the literary conteil between Delia Crufda 
and his admirers filled the newfpapers, ma- 
gazines, &c. His cluftering garland of or- 
namented diftion pleafed fo well, that arti* 
ficial flowers fji)rung round us on every fide, 

* 

till the temple of Flora was opeile^ in vain, 
for none would go in. 

IMflfufion and diverfity delight from tb% 
idea of abuMbmce which they' convey j— 
' but if there be not a portion of thinking fiif- 
ficient to invigorate fuch expanfe, it muft of 
neceflity difperfe, and diflipatc its perfume 
in the air. Evaporation would mend the 
STYLE of Delia Crufca, as cold condehles 

« 

the virtue of rich wines, by freezing all the 
aqueous* particles, and leaving the noble li- 
quor untouched apd pure— a cordial in the » 
heart of the calk. Sugh chymiftry would^, 
however, ruin his counterfeits ; they would 

T 3 tiira 
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turn all to iced water, and that water diity 
when agsun dUrolved, 
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SULLEN, AUSTERE, CHURLISH, SOUR, SURLY, 


This unplealing fynonymy. (hould not, 
be dwelt on — but that our foreign readers 
will be apt to fay, An Englifti writer ought 
not to have paflcd over lightly, qualities fo 
dcfcriptive of her country raajjpers. ; and to 
this charge I wifh not to plead guilty, Mean^ 
while the words are really not fynonymous^ 
We fay a sullen girl when young, is li^elj? 
to end her days a sour old maid ; and that 
a CHURLiSH boy, who eats his apple behin<i 
the door, refufing a fhare to his fchool-feU 
lows, gives intimation of being at the clofc; 
of life, either an austere father, if he mar-i. 
Ties early, or elfe a surly old bachelor, if 
he never marries at all» ' 

5q 
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So certain is Ity that even in the ibere 
converfation ufe of thefe words, both age 
and fex may be faintly difcerned at a di(^ 
tance. Tempers of the kii]id here defcribed 
^e likewife attributed to Englifhmen in ge- 
peral, not without reafon, as our national 
^}lBrz£kcT is well painted under the name of 
our great minifter Ou'dinal WoUey, by 
^hakeipeare, who fays he was 

* 

Lofty and sour to them who lik'd him not^ 

But to fuch Iriends as Ibught him^ — fweet np fummer. 

The nation too colleAively, as a nation^ 
does I fear lean towards a rough and sour 
di^ofition, like their indigenous fruits the 
bullace and the eiob apple. Induftry ever 
feels a fort of pleafure in its acquired right 
to be rude ; and plenty produced by artifi-' 
cial means produces £iflidiouihe(s BOt ob« 
fenrable in countries which owe thar cpu* 
leoce immoBatelf^ not remotely^ to Heaveiu 
They are for that realbn diipoied to fenfti* 

T4 aHty, 


2?o BJIITISH SYNONYMY. 

alitj, li^ut witjh gratitude : we grow A9s.teeb 
and tljianklefs: tbeytljiink too much with 
Mr. Pope, that f enjoy is to obey ; and they 
ptadife little obedience e>^cept to that agree^ 
Jable precept. We find; fault even with the 
enjoyments we poflef^, and delight moft ia 
thofe who condemn the very luxuries w» 
cannot endure to relinquifh. 


% r — x>a. 


SUSPICION, JEALOUSY, 


ARE not fynonymoue) while wqmen iSill 
coniider the latter as half a complimetit, the 
former as a crueland heatiy offence. 

Oh fly. I 'tis dire suspicion's mvtn \ 
^ And meditating plagues unfeen. 

The forcerefs hither bends ; 
Behold her hands in gore imbrued ! . 
Look how her garments drop with blood 

Of lovers and of friends ( 

But 
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Btit we need call no help firom poetrf to 
exprefs abhcmrence of a su^prciotrs cha^ 
ta&er, while few things touch one more 
tenderly in life, or its beft rcprefentative. the 
theatre, than a generous unfufpedting cha- 

ft 

raster wrought up to jealous anguifh,— 

Ofmyn and Othello, as I have feen them 

both exquifitely aded by Mr.^arry, car- 

« ., 

tied away much, of our compaflion, I fe- ^ 

member, from Zara and Defdemona ; — and 
this is fo true, that mifers^— meanefl of man-^ 
kind — ^are notorioufly moft difturbed by bafe 
SUSPICIONS 4 while they find it perhaps 
moft di£5[cult of comprehenfion how any 
reafonable mortal can confeis himfelf Weak 
enough to fufier pain from fo empty a cauie 
as that of jealousy. Again, it were per- 
haps too hard even for the gentleft pldlaa« 
thropift not tdFeel fome little pleafure when 
he fees the suapicioua fellow over-reached, 
while few heatts ar<calloiia to the torment 

produced 
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produced by jealousy in a feeling tc;m-i 

jppr J and Metaftafio fays weU» that 

• • • 

Chi ciecamente credQ 
Impegna a ferbar fede ; 
Chi fempre inganni afpetta^^ 
AUetta ad ingann^r^ 

r 

• t 

He who blindly trmfts will find 
faith from every generous mind \ 
Ife who ftill expefls deceit^ 
Qply teaches how to cheat. 


■^T 


=?=3^ 
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SWEARING, CURSING, PROFANE OATHS IN 

DISCOURSE, ■ 


. FORM a horrible and hateful fynony my; 
yet although this unaccountable fin, this fin 
without temptation, fince no appetite is gra- 
tified, or hope enlarged by it, obtains la 

evtry 
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every Chrifltian country, although uncoq^ 

ne£ted with power, pleafure and righes, the 

three grand feducers of mankind, we m^j 

iafely aiTert, ' that ours is leaft infe£fced with 

it of any country I Jxavc travelled through ; 

in ^ach and all of which fuch profane 

phrafes, whether oaths or not I cannot 

fay, are fo exceedingly frequent, that oneV 

heart hardens into a difregard of them at 

laft. Words fo (Irange and fhocking are they 

too, that our veriefl blackguards would fhud« 

der at them ; and I once faw an old rafcai 

ftand in the pillory at Charing Grofs, with ^ 

label, on which was written Blafpbemy^ over 

his head, for having ufed an expreflion hn 

miliar in the ftreets of Naples and of Rome 

as our English G — d — in thofe of Weft- 

minfter or Southwark. With this bitter 

mode of CURSING our neighbours on every 

trivial oSence, foreigners juftly reproach us ; 

while they terrify their hearers by calUng the 

inoft fearful imprecations upon th? blefled 

faints^ 
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hmtSj angels, dtcca/cd martyra, &c for not 
proteftitig tbem from ill fortune, or for not 
procuring them fome good, of which they 
ieem £> very little deferving. When I have 
ftprored an Italian fervant for fiich bla(^ 
phemcfus folly, the anfwer has been com<« 
jnonly. Oh, I am a Venetian, or t am a 
Neapolitan— we all do fo ; ^nd one fellow 
told me this ftory £ot a truth : — That his 
^firi^nd, a poftillion from Naples, having two 
grave gentlemen in his chaife, Priefts I be- 
lieve, they promifed to pay him double if ^ 
he would not swfak. The bargain was 
complied with, and fome miles were tra- 
Tcfiedj.when they perceiving he could hard- 
lyifit his'horfe, afked if he were ill:— III! 
d^ar* mafters! fa^s the man, to be fure I 
jam; have you endeavoured to burft me 
with paffion, and do you afk what ails me ? 
Givemepermiflion but ioxone round oath, 
and I i&all perhaps recover.—- They gave 
leaVe laugjiin^y. 

And 
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And noiVj cries the fellow^ may every 
bleflTed foul fince Adam^s time^ roy own 
father^s in particular, be plucked from Hea« 
3iren, and plunged in everlafting torments ! 
The journey was then continued* 

Meantime it a^^ars, that jfolemnity of 
dflcveration goes faft out of UStAofi upon 
the cQCktlnent Juftinkn, who inftitut^d th(S 
fa;mous code^ ijnftitut^d lUtewiie the cuikmar 
of swEA^iijrG on the Evgngelifts ; and iaid 
OA that meoiorable oc^afio^y that when that^ 
pradlice £bauld be changed or flightody con*: 
fjuiion y^ouM epfue in the Chriftian worid«^ 
France has got rid of the cuftoni, aad con^ 
fufion does feem to come forward with hafty 
itrides. 


.. ^ 
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tU BRltlSM SYNONYMY* 


SYCbPriAltt, I'AkAsiTE, INFORiillER* 


W E are always told^ and truly I flip* 
pofe, that the fiffl of thefe words was ori«» 
ginally a name bellowed on a government 
runner at Athens^ where the duty on figs 
being eafily eluded tempted rafcally in- 
f o,ltM£lts to make a merit and a profit of 
their difcoveriesj the word sycophant 
being derived from two Greek words indi- 
cating a perfon who laid an information 
againfl his neighbour for exporting figs^ in 
a time of fcarcity, contrary to law. — The 
Romans however, from whom we had it, 
lifed it our way, as fynonymous to flatterer 
and PARASITE, I think. The modem Ita- 
lians call fuch a fellow Cavalier dei Dente 
humoroufly enough; and Martial feemed 
to know how thofe fellows lived in his day, 
as exadly as Doctor Goldfmith defcribed 
7 them 
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them fifteen or twenty years aga I re« 

member, however, when they were much 

more j&equent and common in our counby 

than at prefent, and known at every great ' 

Englifh table by the ftyle and title of Led 

Gaptauu General independence, and a 

broader ftate of equality, make fuch creai*^ 

tures grown rare in a commercial nation, 

except in diilrids remote from the capital $ 

aad it will fhortly be confidered perhaps as the^ 

province of antiquarians to explain the deii-: 

vaticm of this laft term, though it lies no deep- 

cr than this : — ^At the clofe of Queen Aimers 
Wats, our armies were difbanded, and the; 

officers mmed loofe upon the world, where. 

fbme £ilened on their own, fome on their-. 

neighbour's £iniilies, and every man o€ 

large property had a captain who lived with. 

him in a ftate of convement fiiendihip— , 

to be taken or left at pleafure of the mafier,, 

like his kd-borffj and thence came the- 
phrafe. ^ 

SYMBOL, 
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SYMBOL, TYPE, EMBLEM, FIGURE, SIGN, 
IMPRESE, DEVICE, &c. 


THE firft of thefe words feema be(t 
tdapfed to cottveriations upcm ancient lite- 
latufte. We fay the Egyptian Hierogly- 
phics welfe SYMBOLS) fometimes of the 
l&ings tfecy meant to bring before oar 
minds, fometimes of thofe things* virtues ot 
aitilbQtes — becoming by this means both 
piffcare and charader ; the firft exotei4c, fot 
i3i to underftand j the fecond efoteric, in-' 
vended for the ufe of fcholars only. Types 
are feemingly more fliadowy than sym-' 
BOLS are, on one fide — ^yet lefs fo on the 
other. The brazen ierpcnt was a TYPEs>f 
our Ssiviour's crucifixion, and of its immc- 
diate benefit to thofe . who look up to it* 
lirHh faith, wounded by the fiery ferpent, 
j^t wounded in^vain, — ^The facrifice of a' 

' c lamb 
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lamb without blemifh was typical in like 
manner of our redemption by the blood of 
Jefus J and perhaps it may one day be 
found — for types are no types till what 
they prefigure is embodied by time— that 
Chrift's injundions to prevent his apoftlea 
ftruggling for the higheft places ' at a feaft^ 
meant to contain a typical fhadowicfg 
out of what is now realizing amohg^ the 
churches they founded, where 'tis methinks . 
fomewhat loudly faid to the once haughty , 
Romanifts, — Give this man place ; — and they 
do atShially and literally begin nvitbjbame to 
take the lower room. Of emblems facred 
and profane there is no end ; every prayer- 
book exhibits the ox, tfie eagle, the man, 
and the lion, as attendants on the four 
Evangelifls ; nor does even a fign-painter 
or a houfe-psunter in London negled, when 
he fets up Saint Luke at his door, to place 
the ox's head at his right hand — although 
he may not be aware perhaps^ that thefe 
vol.. II. U animals 
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anlmds were origiqally the old EMBLEMS 
by which were diftinguifhed the four prin* 
cipal tribes among the Jews j Judah, Reu- 
ben, Ephr^um, and Dan. Thefe fame 
beaftsy befide,, we may obferve drawing the 
myftic chariot feen in vifion by Ezekieli 

4 

chap. i. yen lo; and Chriilians adopted 
them^ doubtlefs^ becauie the fame creatures 
were exhibited in the Ifle of Patmos ta 
Saint John, as he tells us — Vid. Apoca-* 
lypfe, chap. iv. ver. 7. The republic of 
Venice ftill venerates the winged lion as an 
SMBLEM of San Marco, but it was from 
Dodior Johnfon that I learned the follow- 
ing verfes upon the fubje<3: j he faid they 
were very ancient, and very imperfefl: — 
but bid me write them thus : 

Hie Matfheus agens homincm generalfter impfetf , 
' Marcus in aka freroit, vox per deferta lecnU \ 
Jnra facerdotia^ Lucas tenet ore juvencij 
More valans aqjiilae verbo petit aftra Johannes* 

In 
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tn thefe lattet days the tafte for £M* 
ilLEMs and emblematical DEViCEis, which 
are all of oriental original^ is fallen into 
decay from the mere prt)pagktioh of litierafa^ 
turci as beacohs are tifelefs in a broad noon-^ 
day fun : the lall I recolIe<9: Was when the 
famdUS witty Lord Chefterfield Was fent 
ambaffador to fonie foreign court, I forget 
whichi — ^The noblemaii Envoye de Louh 
^iftze At thd fame place^ being Called upon 
for a heldth', drtok that of his mailer undei^ 
the EMBLEM of the fiih — tiakcin by his pfe^ 
decfeflbt — (The fcehe of our ftory is laid at a 
public feaft) — when the RufEan ftinding up 
begged leave to toaft his eniprefs undet the 
Emblem of a rifmg Moon. Next canle Great 
Britain in turn ; &nd it was theti Lci'd Chei^ 
terfield, though tlnaccuftomed to fUch t)S« > 
VICES, fhewed his promptnefs ci iiivehtion^ 
by feying readily, 111 giVe yoi^, gentlemen, as 
my king's emblem, then, yo/bua the feadtf 

tJ 2 fT 
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x^Heavtns^ cbofen bofl^ at wbofe command the 
^n at^flmoonjioppcdin the midji of their career. 
JIow ipgenions that reply was, and how 
a-propos, time has fhown; it has ihewn 
too, how ugNO^ the very Place de Caroufdi 
fo .named from the caroufals and pageants 
made by Lewis the Fourteenth in honour of 
his then ^vourite miflrefs Ma^emoifelle de 
la Valiere, his haplefs fucceflbr was I^ooted, 
Infulted, cannonaded, purfued to death, 
and filtered though iuQocent^ to conVlQce 
mankind that the hand of the Lord is not 
{hortencdj as fays the Scripture, How little 
does the.prefent day of perturbation and dif- 
trefs, cQnfufion and perplexity, in Paris, 
refembl^ thofe moments of triumph, when 
her protud monarch, after mortifying th( 
Pope, and ^ maflacring the puritans, fat on 
his triumphal car, with his new impress 
the fun glowing at the back on't 4 and, dif- 
miffing the old BourbOn legenda^ Orbi bonus^ 

took 
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took that which ofiended all Europe to re- 
peat, viz, Ntcpluribus impar ; and on which 
Benferade made thefe verfes c 

^0 His Majejiy of France reprefenting the Sun. 

Je dottte qu'on le prenne avec vous fur le ton 

De Daphne ni de Phaeton, 
Ltii trop ambitieux, elle trop inhumaine \ 
II n'eft point la de piege ou vous puiffiez donner 

Le moyen de s'imaginer 
Qu*une femme vous fuit, ou qii'un homme vous 
mene ! 


Nor Phaeton's raflinefs, nor Daphne's cold pride^ 
Will dare in the train of this pageant to follow. 

Since what hero would venture your chariot to. guide. 
What female would fly from our modern Apollo ? 

And fo certain is it that all thefe gaieties 
had for their objedl the ' diverfion of La 
Valiere^ and the quieting her confcience to 
a temporary repofe, that Prior, who was 
witnefs to fome of them, records in his So« 
lomon maoj gaudy amufements given bj 

U3 that 


J 
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that eaftprn mQnarch to Abra, mpft of whlcl^ 
vrere copies from what he had h^mfelf wi|-i 
nefTed of the French king*$ gatlwtrie$ a^ 
glories, when he fay^ 

I. court her. various tn each {hape and drefsy 
That luxury can fprm, or tafteexprefs. 

With regard to the other two words of 
0ur fynony my, SIGNS and figures, moft 
oriental writings, and in particular the H^ly 
Scriptures, ,are found full of t^^em. The 
woman in the Revelations^ who fits upon ^ 
fcarletrcoloured beaft, is exprefsly faid to b© 
thfit great city which r^igneth ov^r tb^ 
kings of the earth — a difcrimination that 
could agree only with Rome at that period^ 
chap. xvii. verfe i8. This is a figure; 
fo wa. U>e Roman eagU m rffion .0 Efdr.^' 
book II. chap. xi. ^nd xii. where the re- 
public — ^with the voice proceeding from her 
hfidy not her bead — the empire under the 
^Velve Cj^fars, and the pap^py wkh tripte 
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crown, are cliearly figured out and ex- 
plained. But the rainbow in Genefis is a 
SIGN promifed by God as an everlafting 
TPKEN that he will no more drown the 
world ; but that, whilft earth remains, feed- 
time and harveft, and cold and heat, fum- 
mgr and winter, and day and night fhall 
not ceafe. Vid. Genefis, chap, viii. verfe 
j2 ; and chap. ix. verfe 15, In confequcnce 
of this^ when Jefus's difciples (Matt, xxiv.) 
defire to know what fliall be the sjgn of 
his return, and of this world's final deftina- 
tion— H5ur Lord confirms the faying of the 
Old Teftament, and adds — (although he tells 
them how the fun fhall be darkened, and 
the moon fhall not give her light, with, 
other dreadful occurrences)— that as the 
days of Noe were, fo fhall the coming of 
the Son of Man be ; for as in the time of 
Noe they were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in marriage, till the Flood 

« 

came and took them all away, fo fhall it be 

U 4 that 
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' s that our Saviour's fecond coming will equal- 
ly furprife and take men unawares. Now 
one would fuppofe tbat utterly impoffible, 
were fuch truly unequivocal signs as thefe 
literally to precede his approach ; the world's 
end muft tHen be apparent to the moft ftu- 
pid of mortals, and believed by the moft 
incredulous ; but ftiould ,thefe tokens be 

FIGURATIVE and EMBLEMATICAL, fllOuld 

thofe empires and monarchies who take the 

Jun and moon for their emblems be dark^ 

< 

ened, iand diminifhed, and turned into 
blood: ftiould Mr. Fleming's manner of ex-^ 
plaining the judgments upon France be 
jtpund as ingenious as his calcuhtiohs have 
hitherto appeared tp be accurate j the pow^ 
/trs from Heaven may indeed be Jhaken^ 
and all the signs promi^d by our Saviour 
Jiimfelf, his praecurfors and his followers, 
may come upon the earth, ^nd yet his ar- 
rival be no lefs fudden and unprepared for 
•—like a thief in the night — while fummer 

and 
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and winter, feed-time and harveft, may yet 
continue their uninterrupted courfe ; which 
could never be, methinks, were the third 
part of the fun to he literally fmittcn, fo 
that the day fhine not. But thus have signs 
and FiouR£s been always miftaken ; while 
each predicted event has failed not to ar- 
rive, yet each efcaping notice at the mo- 
ment of its arrival ; for was it not thus 
with the Jews upon Meffiah's firft ap- 
pearance in the flefh ? — Every fcripture wa$ 
fixadtl y fulfilled, but they perceived it not— 
jSo will it be again — for Heaven and Earth 
will at length pafs away ; but one tittle of 
that book we kiiow will never pafe away. 


TALE, 


(t^s British synonymy. 


TAI^, STQRY, l^OVEt^, I^OMANCE, 


ARB not fvnonymous, though verynear« 
}y alUed. A taj:.e of late in con^mon con-* 
vcrfation feems to Imply a fhprt narrative^ 
of which the texture is flight, but the ap- 
plication neatly fitted, and the whole* fliould 
;iIfo be related in eafy verfe j *tis fuperfluou« 
to add that the adors fiiould not be of the 
higheft or upper ranks of life — lefs ftill of 
heroic or fabulous race, Prior has written 
ibme admirable ones, but none which exhiw 
bit *a reach of mind, ?ind knowledge of 
planners, fuch as Mr, Pope difplays, when, 
to relieve his readers from a rhyming fey- 
mon on the yfe of riches, he f;iys, 

But you arc tir'd, Til tell a tale. — Agreed, 

He does then proceed to tell the moft ex* 
cellent, the Rxoft captivating to mc of all 

TAI^ES; 
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rpALES ; and often have I regretted that Ho» 
^arth did not live to make a feries of prints 
from it, as I w?ll ^remember my father pro^ 
ppfing to him, and his agreeing, upqn my 

■ 

repeating the verfes, which he had nevcr^ 
heard till thexi, but admired (he moment he 
did hear« 

A nxere story is in familiar acceptation 
always underftood, I think, to be told in proie^ 

_ « 

Its merit is firft a happy choice, plenitude 
Q^ incident without co^fufion,and of adven- 
ture without grofs improbability, becaufe 
of the old precept tncredulus odt. Among 
the crqw^s qf stories related for our dai- 
ly amiifement, I know none which poileC- 
fes thefe peculiar charqis in equal degree 
with the firft volume of Mifs Lee's Recefs. 
iior whether it be, as Dodor Johnfon laid, 
that our miuds comprehend few of life's 
•poflibilities, or whether it he that life itfelf 
affords little variety, every one who has 
;ri^d ^aa tell bow much labour it will cof( 

to 
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to form a combination of circumftances^ or 
STORY, fo as to have at once all the graces 
of novelty and credibility, and delight fan* 
cy without immediate violence to reafon. 
The old ROMANCES fhockcd belief much 
lefs when they were firft written than nhey 
do now, when daily manners militate 
againfl every page ; but chivalry was once 
fafliionable enough to make their wildeft 
exploits otily juft improbable among plain 
people, as the Recefs is at this moment ;— 
while, as Sir Philip Sydney exprefles it, 
Man's high-erefted thoughts were then 
feated in a heart of courtefy,** and the hel- 
met was hungoiit at the hall-door, as ail en- 
fign of hofpitiliiy ;* while every knight was 
fure of a reception, every fair lady certain of 
defence ; when r amour de Dieu et des Dames 
was the modifh ftudy, interrupted perhaps 
by Perceforeft, or books of a like tendency, 
among noble readers — ^till induftry and- 
commerce coming forward, ran their level- 
% Ung 


<r 
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ling plough over the high-raifed ntoki of 
focict79 and made evca that de%fatftd^ 
that exquiiite novel The female Quixote, 
almoft obfplete. The noveSifi indeed/ who 
copies after manners merely, as Burney, 
Fielding, SmoUet, and a long etcastera, 
muft content their love of fame with a 1m 
mited exigence, and muft be iatisfied with 
old ag€---*not expe&ing immortality^^4ike 
portraits dr<tflbd according to the £ifhioa 
of the day, where the refemblance h 
ftrengthetied by it at firft^ but. &de» a^way 
gradually with change of times and cus- 
toms, till to that very dtefs the pidure 
owes its ruin. RichardfcKiy RouiTeau, and 
Sterne nuiantime, to whofe powers of 
piercing, or Toothing, or tearing the humah 
heart, all imitation of manners becomes 
fecondary — even adventure and combina- 
tion of STORY fuperfluous — ^will continue 
to be wondered and wept over while lan« 
guage lives to record the names of Clarifla, 

Julie, 


^uke, and Le Fevre. So laft, and fo wifl 
fever laft the Pieta of Annibal Garacci, the 
Sigifmtinda di Futino^ atid €ruido*s Tefidet 
Mother watching her expiring infant at 
Bologna. Another clafs there is of writers 
,who delight hot in difrobed tneaning, fo 
wrap it in a fidtion. We call thefe .moral, 
.or political^ or mythological roMai^c^s; 
and bere^ after the great names of Feneloa 
and Johnfon^ who purchafed juft praifc by 
his . Priiice of Abyffinia, as the Biihop by 
his Telem^quei come in Sir Charles Rani- 
fey, and the learned Cornelia Knight* jS/> 
travels of Gyttis, and her Marcus Flaminius^ 
are books which all who read admire ; and 
all who negle£t to read, lofe much infiru^ 
tioa and delight* 


TASTBi 
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fASTE, INTELLKCTtJAL RELISH, KiCfi PER- 
CEPTION OF £XCELLENCE» FINE DISCERN' 
«1ENT. 


• It I ■<>— fc 


THE firft is the true word, which in 1 
breath exprefles what all the reft, although 
fynonymous, defcribe by circumlocution*— 
The firft is the word profaned by £0 many 
coxG<)mbs, who repeating opinions fr6m meil 
wifer than themfelves, profeft a taste for 
what they do not even underftand — poetry^ 
painting) or the beauties of nature, which *ti$ 
the peculiar province of poets and painters to 
defcribe. Italians have, however, little need 

of counfel here : they never, I think, pretend 
to have a taste for any thing they do not 
fincerely delight in, and have no notion of 
Valuing themfelves on their nice perceP'* 
TiONs of Rafaelle's excellence, or Petrarch's 
fonnets ; and they wonder rationally enough 
|iow Engliihmcn become endowed vtdtb 
7 . fuch 
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fuch fine discernment of matters which 
depend exceedingly upon habits of life^ on 
cuftoms peculiar to every country : they do 
not think it neceflary to admire Pope pr 
Shakefpeare as a proof of their taste, and 
they are in the right. Pope gives them no 

I 

real pleafure as a poet ; and they think truly 
enough, that, as a moralift, Seneca gives 
better precepts. Shakefpeare is intelligible 
to them only in the parts they like leaft. A 
man with bad eyes looking at a pidure of 
Rembrandt, i6 on the footing of a foreigner 
reading our hiftorical plays — ^Whatever is 
brightly illuminated, * fays he, feems coarfe, 
and the reft I cannot difcern. A Britiih 
reader, were he equally honeft, would con- 
fefs that Dante he does not underfland, and 
that Petrarch gives back to his mind no 
image of his own, but one as roniantic and 
grotefque as that of Amadis de Gaul ; where 
the love is no more unnatural fas he would. 

< « 

call it)i and tbe adveatures more diverting; 

ATufcan 
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A Tuican meantime is entertained by the 
one^ and enchanted by the other, only be* 
caidfe he underflands and feels both, as we 
underftand the Dunciad and feel the invo- 
cation — Oh for a mufe of fire \ &c«. even 
into our very bones. 

Confuk the genius of ihe place in all. 

*Tis folly to fix any other criterion of true 
TASTE ; for although many people from 
many places may agree in praife of one 
poet^ one painter, one flyle in mufic, drefs^ 
or gardening — ^"tis ftill fome accident direds 
the congrefs, becaufe, on a RnSt fcrutiny^ 
you will find all their opinions inflindively 
different. National charader admits modi- 
fication doubtlefs, yet is it never altered 
fundamentally; you fee the indelible im- 
preflion made by the hand of nature at the 
beginning fcarce ever totally efl^ed. Laws 
may unite Idngdoms ill one common in« 
terefl^ 

But minds will ftiU look back to their own chxAcei 

TOL.IU X nor 
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nor can adventitious circumftances deffte^jr 
the germ of difference. This gei m is moft 

N. 

vifible in taste, I thinlu A Scot or French- 
man will no more think like the Englifhman 
mtbin thirty miles of whom he was born 
and bred, than will the fait of ©ne plant be 
miftaken for that of another growing elofc 
to it, even after they haye . both been tor- 
tared into various forms and ihapes by the 
operations of chymiftry^ 


£ven from t&e tomb the voice of nature cries^ 
Even in our aflies live their wonted fires. 


The native of a warm climate delights to 
loiter in a vaft but trim garden, where a^, . 
full but gentle river glides flowly down a 
broad green flope, into a dark oblivious 
lake at the bottom, almoft without appear- 
ittg to difturb it ; while fuch a tranquil fcene- 
fooths the fufpended faculties of reafon,- and 
induces a difpofitioa towards calming^ all 

jrelllefc. 
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teftlefs thoughts from the conlideratioii of 
Time's etetnal fltix — and the fweet verfe . 


Labitur et labetur in omne volubllis setum 


IS the Only poetry Capable of deepening thd 
impreffion of fuch a landfcape^ 

Meantime IVlr. Gilpin would foon tell us^ 
and truly too^ that the charaderiftic beauty 
bf a waterfall is riot its gloffy fnioothnefs :— 
*^ no } a rapid ftream broken by rocks," fayg 
hCj " arid forcing its way through theni with 
impetuous and ill reftrained fuiy, is the inter- 
efting feattire in a fcene removed from mor- 
tal tread, A tafcade like that defcribcd but 
now^ hk% no merit at all J the lake would 
be better without it, and every painter would 
be of my opinion,'^ He vCrouId no doubt, 
Mr. Gilpin j but the inhabitant of that warm 
tlimatc I was mentioning, did not retire 
there with an intent to paint the view, but 
to e/ijoy it. Defcriptions vary according to 

X a the 
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the defcriber's turn of mind ; whilft each 
arraigns the taste of him who fpoke kft 
upon the fubje^i though perhaps all are 
right. 


TfiMDENCY, COURSE, DRIFT, 


ARE not fynonymous ; the derivation of 

each explains its immediate and peculiar 

« 

meaning. A bowl has tendency to fuch 
a pointy but the fhip keeps her fteady 
coiTRSE we fay to the weftward, while 
the (harp winds fend the fnows in large 
Crifts about the months of December or 
January, fo as to frighten thofe who arc 
obliged to pafs the. mountains at that incle^ 
ment feafon. In a figurative fenfe alfo, the 
literal meaning is always followed, or ought 
to be. 

A candid critic would perhaps exprefs 

himfelf 
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himfelf thus, in fpeaking about the Fable of 
the Bees : ^^ One cannot too much applaud 
the writing of thefe volumes, but the ten- 
JDEKc Y is blam^wDrth]r,becaufe the course 
iDf eveiy argument is intended, if poffible, to 
adduce fome proofs of a pofition evil in it* 
ielf, and terrifying in its coofequences. I 
ihould have hoped, however^ that this was. 
not the author's orlgin4 intepidon, but ra« 
ther m accideQbgil drift -!^b;ad not hia 
Other worlds confirmed the belief of his be* 
ing made by too much fuhtlety a dupe to 
arguments, which, had tbey ^nfeq priipa- 
rMy frpm others, he perhaps would have 
Admirably refuted ; but 

To obfervations which ourfelves we make 
grow too partIaI-«ffor the obfenrei's tike^ 


X 3 THICK, 
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THICK, HAZY, MISTY, CLQUDT, 


ARE a^jediyes applicable to weathe^ 
chiefly.— ^fbr thick, if fpeaJdng of a foUd 

? 

hodfy means denfe, They are words very 
feldbm uftd in a figurative fenfe, ^Ithpugh 
we do' fay fuch a one is of a cloudy tern- 
j^er, and if *twere added now and then, that 
Be U of a foggy one, I fee not piuch amif? 
iti the exprejSion ; it would be defcriptive 
enough of thofe minds where the gloom U 
fefs natural than cafual, proceeding frcmx 
heavy vapours and top long ftagnation. 

With regard to ftate of the air, the firft 
word feems peculiarly adapted to that cali- 
ginousf atmofphere which fills jfliOndon tOr 
wards the loth of Noveniben when our 
Jungs are notorioufly in^peded fron> free 
exertiori, when the whole body in fhort is 
fo generally affeded, that the mincj is fup- 

. ^ pofe4 
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pofcd to fympathize with her companion ; 
and fome people imagine it utterly impoffi- 
ble to enjoy even a bright thought' in a 
MISTY day. Here, however, they are I 
hope miftaken ; for the mental Hi sT will 
clear by effort, whiMt a HAZvnefs in the 
atmofphere is almoft fure to continue as 
long as the wind fits in that particular cor- 
ner which caufed it. Seamen remark that 
* 

the tide has fome eiFed on thefe phseno^ 
mena : but I am inclined to thiiok it rather 
marks the moment, than produces the efibdU 
- Meanwhile pur foreign friends from ItaljF 
and Spain have di%ufts of Englilh weather^ 
iialf ridiculous to us, though ferious enoi^h 
to them. That k fent back Julius Caeiar 
from our coaft I half believe } certain it is, 
that Eutropius mentions it with energy weH 
worthy a modern Italian — 

Subjcfl; to every (kyey influenc€| 


as Shakefpeare fays. 


^X 4 TITLES^ 
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TITLES, DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, 


If fuch magnific titles yef remsun 
Ufit merely titu|ar,t 

S AY S Milton, though a ftaunch repub-r 
lican, thinking 'tis plain that there*& a |iie^ 
rarchy in heaven. Meantime the three 
words on the lift are not fynohymous^ for 
'TITLES and ORDERS are alike distinc- 
tions, intended to ilimulate men to ho- 
nourable exertions ; nor can plain fenfe ap- 
plaud the projed for annihilating them. 

Learning and arms have ever been the 
fources of honour, as commerce has of late 
profefled to create riches even in a barren 
ibil. A wife date will encpurage thefe to 
mutual friendfhip, by fhewing each their der 
pendence on the other, till 


True felf love and focial are the dime. 


Ti% 
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^Tis for the benefit of trade and labour 
that arms are pdnted, liveries are made^that 
robes are woven, and coronets are fijt Thofo 
la our happy country, which 

To adl ranks fpread$ forth ambitioni*s field, 

that toil to weave the ribbon o£ an order, 
know that 'tis pofGble their foQs may wear 
it. How ver^ fenfelefs then were it to hope^ 
that fuch men in fuch a kingdom ever ihould 
be led fo to betray the fuccours of reafon^ 
as like the unenlightened populace of France, 
they would ever defire and eStQ, the deftruc* 

tion of DISTIKCTlONSt QRD£RS, TITLES! 

In art, in nature, never was body found with^? 
out a head, ^ pyramid withput a point, 
*Tis not from partiality to officers that they 
are drefled in uniform, or that they are call^ 
ed lieutenant, captain, general. Yet in theib 
lad fourteen or fifteen months we have beei| 
told, as if ibr news, that titles are tran- 
^t things, and that men ihould defpife 
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them^ Tranfient they are, but defpicT^blc 
fiot ; becaufe they are both ufeful and ne- 
ceflary : and he is the baby who looks with 
jenvy on the crown and ball, feeking to break 
itj and find out what is within. 

• When Fifcher was playing on the haut- 
bois Sit Vauxhall live-and-twenty years ago, 
^ cloWn neaf where our party ftood to liften, 
cried out fuddenly, ** What a wonder the 
folk do make about that little -thing there ! 
why, I could knock it all in bits with my 
<>akftick,'* 

Thus, or in no more enlightened manner 
certainly, pfatesagainft fubordination a ielft 
created politician of our day; who, incapa- 
ble of obtaining distinction among th© 
ranks of fociety, fought like the clown to 
break them all in pieces ^ and fo dejlroy that 
harmony he had not fkill to comprehend, 
Thofe who can procure attention but fronv 
mirchlef, are furely like enough- to feek it 
there. Yet many at this moment muft, I 

.think, 
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think, be looking round them with fome 
^idegree of horror and furprife at their own 
power of Hifturbing the tranquillity of na* 
{ions, when like Sin herfelf, defcribed by 
Milton as feeling fome'^hat of a fimilar fen^^ 
fation, 

■ ■ She cpeu^Jj but tojhut , 

ExcellM her pow'r : the gates wide open ftood^ 
While to their eyes in fudden view appear'd 
The fccrets of the hoary deep : a dart 
Illimitable ocean j nvithout bound^ 
Without dimenjicny where lengthy breadth^ and height^ 
And time and place are lojl^ 


TpLERANCE, TOLERATION* 


A DANGEROUS fynonymy to toucU 
upon, but which will be perfedtly underr 
Hood by foreigners of the Romifli church, 
when I acknowledge their kind and friendly 
jOLERANCE whilft I lived among them, 

who 
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I / 


/ 


who had fo little idea of toleration to* 
wards my religious opinions, that even 
conformity to the rites of their eftablifhed 
church would not, after twenty years refi- 
dence in their country, have procured my 
corpfe burial in any confecrated ground, 
without a form^ abjuratiqn of hcrefy. Such 
I blcfs God is not pur difpofitipn towards 
tbem^ whil^ we haften daily to foften the 
rigour of thofc laws, the feverity of which 
was at firft fuggefted. Heaven knows by 
fear, not by refentment ; a pafiioii brother 
M^rtin^s honfid heart retains not, and yrho 
ih^n dare to confound laxityof principles with 
Chriftian benevolence? Gallic contempt of 
their Redeemer's mi0ion, with Briti(h tender** 
pefs to all who acknowledge and adore him ? 
But ^ great writer, who ijgns dissents i(. at 
the end of an addrei^ tp thofe members who 
oppofed the repeat of the Teft A<a, refufes 
to acj^npwledge toleration as a favour 
from the AnjgjUcan church, and loudly dcr 
t^ dares 
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clares they claim it as a debt ; nay^ gives a 
bint that 'tis they that tojlSrate us^ and 
not we who tolerate them; while re* 
proaching our church with her uneafy fitu-« 
ation, prefled^ as this author truly fays^ be- 
tween the open invafions of Romanifts on 
the t>ne hand, and the undermiiling fubtle* 
ties of Separatifts on the other, he boldly 
predicts its fpcedy fall, and views with faf- 
caflic fneer its prefent ftate — a ftate in which, 
however, I fee no other danger than that 
which threatens every religious eftablifh* 
ment. The laft earthquakes alone will pro- 
cure the coittpletc overthrow of our large 
majeftic venerable oak, which now lays 
bare to view its ill-deferved injuries in many 
a blafted branch j though ttill affording 
ihelter and confolation even to en^jnies feek« 

i 

ing repofe and refuge in his fhade ; pride^ 
profit, and delight to thofe who mark his 
yet undecaying vigour : — and what if nox- 
ious infe^ nourifhed by his juices do make 

their 
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their fpongy nidufes upon his leaves? ga- 
ther not the village boys and girls thefe oak- 
apples to' be gik as trophies, and, wearing, 
them upon the facred day it faved the fove- 
reigo — convert their enmity to ornament? 
Yes ! the diffenters are ftill attentive to dif- 
fcnfon J they cannot be accufed of relaxing 
.from the old Oliverian principle*, however 
their own writers confefs their pradice a? 
puritans may be obferved to degenerate. Ever 
ready to lend their aid againft the church 
of England, fee them as when in former 
. days they fought alliance with that of Rorne 
. in order to haften our partial deftrudion ; 
fee them now blowing forward the cloud of 
^confufion that hopes to enwrap the wholef 
catholic world at once. Oh bitter have for . 
ever been their droppings ! and fatally per- 
nicipus would they be to the old oak ! did 
not his roots- run downward and take pol^ 
feffion at the centre : — had they' been fuper> 
ficial only, ruin might ftill enfue* 

TRUTH^ 
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TRUTH AKD VERACIT.Y. 


THESE lovely, thcfe valuable fiibfbn- 
tives are not fynonymous — at leaft .In <om-^ 
mon chat. We call him a man of ¥£RA- 
''CITY, on v^hofc word wc may rely when' 
he relates a fa<3:, although his ewn &me 
and interefi: be concerned in the rdation : 
but when we hunt falfehood throughall h^ 
doublings in order to deted^ what ihe is ftu- 
dious to difguife or conceal, the iiie£kimable 
prize when once obtained, is truth. To 
tell the TRUTH is our firft maxim learned 
in childhood, never praftifed, however^ ex* 
cept by the wife and brave.—Jnfancy can 
fcarcely be expected to havexourage eaougb 
to hazard a puniflimwit rather than violate 
v&RACiTY ; and age has been.tpQ long iji 
karmog evaik)ns, not to prai^ife them .at 
. : 6 the 
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the clofe of lif^ft : from tke young, and tb6 
mature in reafon, qm alone be hoped atten« 
tion to fuch qualities ; from the laft men- 
tioned we have a right to ^lum it, becaufe 
/TRUTH is that central point in a wife man's 
mind, from which beyond a certain dif^ 
tance he can never deviate — preferving a^ 
never varying centripetal force operating as 
a flrong atka£kion, which holds him firm to 
principle and virtue. — Una refembles a pearl, 
lovelieft in a flrong and open daylight, where 
all her nitid beauties fhew moft clearly,— • 
Duefla is happily reprefented by an opal ; 
prized for the variety and changeablenefs of 
her colours, while mutable elegance flill 
contrives to fubfUtute fome new charm for 
every one that enquiry chafes away. Such 
gems fhew befl by candle light* 

Truth meantime is fought with moft 
fuccifs by him who pradifes and loves vs* 
RACITY; and while fophiftical reafoners 

ftrive 
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ftrive to difguife, to mutilate, or bury her ; 
Beattie purfues, and ftrips, and brings hei 
forth to view. 


TYRANNY and OPPRESSION. 


SUBSTANTIVES of ftrong affinity^- 
though not perhaps exactly fynonymous. — • 
When Caligula wiflied the whole empire 
had but one tieck, that he might have the 
pleafure of cutting it off, he exprefled 9 
TYRANNY the moft diabolical. When. one 
of our own kings, to extort money from a 
wretched jew, caufed him to have a tooth 
drawn every day till the fum was paid 
which* he infifted on the man's lending, 
him,* OB^PRESSION was the true word for 
fuch proceeding j and thefe qualities have at 
length been the entire ruin of focial life. 
Jlad- princes not delighted to exert their. 
. VOL. II. Y power 
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power ^th tyranny and oppreffiony man«* 
kind would have remained contented with 
their original form of government, nor 
ff\ca to clement and peaceful fovereigns 
the caufe they now have to regret the ill 
conduA of their predeceiTors, whilft autho- 
rity was refpeded, and royalty revered* 
No tyrants, however, no oppreflbrs have 
outgone the crimes committed by the new 
law-givers of If ranee. The peuple fouvcrain 
content not themfelvcs with wifliing their 
country^s deftrudtion, and that of all others 
which may come within their grafp : — they 
actually do cut off the head of their own em- 
pire, and ftrike at thofe of their neighbour 
— they mailacre innocent and confciefttious 
pridfts in the very churches, on the; very al- 
tars — to which feventecn helplefa creatures 
clung, and, fmging the 5 1 ft Pfalm— JW^- 
rtrt meij Deui ! — were killed in cold blood, 
giving no provocation whatever. The 
piupU Jouv$raiH ftrip the nobles only for l>fc- 

!ng 


• \ 
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itig GXQh ; and make al length illegal ieikulre 
of a privilege deemed ufurpation even in 
the Popedom: I tnean the privilege of 
loofening all fubjeds from their natural 
bond of allegiance, which power they now 
endeavour to exercife (as if by fome ffarange 
judgment) againft the Pope himfelf— nay, 
nay ! they prefs the point ftill further, diC- 
folving the voluntary contrafts made with 
Heaven, and, by fetting wide convent doors, 
openly claim atithority no tyrant yet ever 
pretended to— even that of breaking the 
moft folemn oaths made by £ree\ agents 
when at years of difcretion — vows not 
made to man, nor in his power to abfblve ; 
while, tearing down the retreats of forrow 
and difappointment, they without mercy 
drive out Innocence to wander, with Igno- 
rance alone for her guide. That fuch on- 
commanded feclufion is evil for fociety, or 
thai fuch contrails are in themfelvea. im- 
pleafing to God, is no excufe for thefe im* 

Y 2 pieties 


%.:, 
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pieties — infpired by rapacity, not zeal. Of 
the nuns in France and Italy, not a fiftieth 
part have read Saint Matthew's Golpel— 
of the friars, perhaps a tenth part :— rthey 
are therefore, as the lady faid to Dod:or 
Moore, bien a plaindre. What then* fhall 
we fay ? Why this — That when Heaven 
is weary with looking on the wickednefs 
of this .world — ^where power concentrated 

too often concludes in tyranny, and 

♦ 

power difFufed degenerates into the moft 
dreadful oppression — where meeknefs 
fufFers ' infult, and harmlefs piety can find 
ho refuge— the crifis muft furely be at 
iiand ; for, as certainly as we know that the 
fafhion of this terraqueous globe will pafs 
away, fo furely do we know that it cannot 
furvive the feparation of its parts. Cohefion 
kept all firm^ diflblution muft follow when 
union is no more. Thus natural caufcs will 
•be found to co-operate with the grand 
fcheme : yet, whilft every prophecy haftens 

to 


' u 
•* 
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•to completion, Incredulity herfelf will con- 
tribute to prove that the laft days are com* 
ing, in which we are exprefsly told ho# 
,fcoffers (hall appear prefumptuous, felf- 
: willed, defpifers of government, being not 
afraid to fpeak evil of dignities, &c. 2 Peter^ 
chap. ii. 


■ » ? j p' 


VACANT, EMPTY, UNFILLED, VOID, 
THOUGHTLESS, 


ARE fynonymous certainly when applied 
to mental capacity:— in corporeal matters 

- • 

the laft word upon the ^ lift can have no 
place, 'tis plain. A fentence might eafily be 
formed fo as to include them all without 
tautology, however. 

Ranelagh (fay we) was nearly empty 
iaft night ; I never faw fo many feats and 
boxes VACANT. Indeed, if the town were 

Y3 not 
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fiot VOID of all other amnfements in fuiOH 
mer, I dunk it would be oftener unfilled 
than it ia. But thoughtless perfons, who 
emmot find entertainment in their own 
minda^ run in flocks to efcape refledion ; 
and To the theatres and places of public 
diverdon are crowded with men and women 
£i1fely called gay, merely becaufe they 
haunt receptacles of people in fearch of 
gaiety ; while true cheerfulnefs delights in 
exhilarating a fmal! circle of friends with 
reciprocation of elegant and playful ideas. 


M^i*. 


VALE, VALLEY, DALE, DINGLE, DELL. 


OF thefe nearly fynonymous fubftan- 
tives, the firfl upon the lift feems the firft 
in rank. We fay the valb of £vefham in 
England, the vale of Arqo in Italy^ the 
VALB of Llwydd in Wales, vale Royal 

in 
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in Cheih)rc«: the othen imply iboialler fpate t 
•*— and I know not how to exprefs myfelf| 
but our ideas always conne£fc fomething de- 
lijghtful to the firft word, fomething ful^imer 
to the fecond. 

The vALtEYS between Alpine heights 
in Switzerland and Savoy terrify the 
mind, whilft they relieve the eye; and 
fliow the cqntrafling power of thofe rocki, 
which, rearing up their heads in fharp 
points — ^far, hx above the clouds-— are capa- 
ble of forming v alleys, and do a^ually 
form them, among the very pinnacles of 
the mountain — places where the foot can* 
not flip, but the fancy can. 

In another ftyle of fublimity, pafling on 
from Arrachar, where the highlands of 

Scotland take a new appearance, and the 
wild fcenery roughens at every ftep, the 
VALLEY of Glcncroe exhibits a theatre of 
horror to thofe who never wandered over 
the Apennines, which in many cafes it re- 

y 4 fembles 


325 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

• fembles clofely — only that, inftead of wind- 
ing up pine-clad fummits, as ia Italy, to an 
incredible height, whence is heard the hea- 
vy roar of waters dafhing through a hot- . 
torn almoft viewlefs, we pace fadly by the 
fide of our Scotch river, and look up the 
denuded hills, produdive of blaiik forrow 

-in the foul, more than of aftive fear : ;or if 
terror does obtrude itfelf, 'tis in a different 
fhape; whilft apprehenfion once let loofe 

• creates banditti j and refleSs upon the hor- 
rid poffibility of outrages committed by fa- 

. mifhed barbarity : for here is no help, no 
hope of a human creature within call, 
where all is even chaotic wildnef^ and fa- 
vage vacuity. How fublimc is the fenfa- 
tion at this valley's end, when we read 
the motto left upon a ftone, Rejly and be 
ihankfid I 

A DALE, my foreign readers muft be 

'told, is deep, but not extenfive: that be-v 
tween Worcefterfhire and Shreyfbury, 

where 
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Inhere the miners tear up their motlfer earth 
' for profit, is beft worth the attention of 
Germans for the fcience* fake, of Italians 
for mere amufement. Colebrook dale is 
really a Tartarus in Tempe : the iron bridgfe 
•there is a juff fource of admiration; the 
nightly fires, of a fentimentNlefs pleafing 
than gloomy;— artificial Strombolr as they 
are, wonderful imitations of Nature's 'dread 
volcanoes. Such a fight reminds me befl: of 
Milton's fecond book,, where Mammon ac- 
tually projects fuch an iinprovement in 

Hell, which this place not ill refembles : and 
let it alfo be remembered, *tw^s the fame 
induftrious ipirit of money-getting pro- 
duced it here on earth. A din&lE is In a 
pretty country juft what a dimple is in 'i 
pretty face j a dingle is an unexpected 
iittle valley in a flat, country. The moft 
perfeft fpeqimen df a dingle is at the feat 
of Mr. Hawkins Brown in Shropfhire or 
S Stafford- 
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SufibrdfliirC) I forget which. A i>Zhh is 
that Di N OXE cumamcnted. Hawthorn DEhL> 
ne«r ^Edinburgh excels in this foft kixu} of 
beauty ; I have feen no fpot of fuch minute 
ekg^ocep replete with fo many charms. 
Sweetneft and amqenity were never, fure, 
fo happily concentrated as in the tiny ipot 
called Hawthorn Dell, fit habitation for a 
Faijpy Qgeeiu 


^^■•^»«a 


»•.,■■ ■' ' ■ .1 V 


■ ' ^ 


VAftlRTV, mYERSITY, FLUCTUATION, 

QliANCE, MUTABILITY, 

VICISSITUDE. 


f^Cft¥3r thefe ^rords though analogy 
tony be found, fynonymy can hardly be 
f^qghc; the propriety depends upon the 
pl^ce in which they ftand : we may there- 
fo^, in order to briag them clbfe together, 
(i?bi^rve| how through the numbcrlefs vi- 

gissixyDBs 
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cissiTUDBs in natuTc and in life, diere 
k yet lefs real change than fluctua^ 
TiON of evcnta, iefs true diversity per-^ 
haps than unremarked revolution. Even 
in the toffiags of that iea, whence the diird 
fubftantive upon our lift is derived, J have 
thought there wa$ not fo much mutabi- 
lity as a light obferver would imagine. 
The fame waves probably for many years 
wa(h the fame coafts — ^The fhells they leave 
behind them exhibit no variety. Fifli 
of the iame kind haunt the fame ihores, 

and no flight of time brings turtle to the bay 
of Dublin, or iaimon to Genoa : — I mean, 
not in fufficient quantity to difprove this 
obfervation ; for now and then an extraor^ 
dinary thing will happen, and flying-fifhes 

from the Pacific Ocean are at this hour 
digging out of a mountain near Veron^ 

Pennant will tell us, that the fame fwallow 
occupies the fame neft every year ; and 
Po£tor Johnfon faid, that no poet could 
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''invent a. feries or combination of incidents 
the. .praecognita of which might not be 
./ound in Homer : and fhould we claim 
an exception or two in favour of ^hake- 
Jfpeare and Ariofto, thofc exceptions would 
only prove the rule, 

Herfchel informs us, that all nature's 
.works are rotatory : if then each ftar, how- 
ever firmly fixed, has in itfelf a motion 
round its^ own axis, the folid contents of 
every^fuch globe may be fuppofed to par- 
ticipate this fpirit of rotation. In our own 
we fee truth and error, land and fea fhift- 
ing their ftations with more vicissitude 
than a£tual CHANGE ; and while the natural 
fun rifes to one half of us mortals, while 
it fets to the others, we difcern in like 
manner whole regions immerfed in darkr 
liefs at beginning, now brightly illumi- 
nated with Revelation's beam ; and the tra<^s 
of country firft irradiated, funk into fad ' 
opacity. 

This 
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This i^ms indeed the ^evjCning of our 
Earth's natural day— 

Night fucceeds impervious night. 

"What thofe dreadful glooms conceal. 

Fancy's glafs can ne'er rfcvcal : ' ^ 

When fliall Light the {bene improve ? 

When (hall Time .the veil remove ? 

When fliall Truth my doubts difpel ? 

Awful period ! who can tell ! 

HawkeswortiI* 


VENAL, MERCENARY, CORRUPT, 


ARE three adverbial adjedtives approach- 
ing to fynonjrmy, and that nearer, as it 
fhould feera, in nature than in commofl 
life. An individual (fay we) muft be cor- 
rupt indeed, before he can become fo ve- 
nal as to hi^e or fell his perfon in a mer- 
cenary manner for the purpofes of atio*- 
ther either in love or war ; cpnfidering that 

money 


334 fitllTlSH SYNONYMY. 

money infach, j^ys him aft his fole i«if(rard : 
and 'tis the fame with our political opinions, 
which whofoever fells is jtiftly confidered as 
guilty of proftituting the mind } — while the 
wretches before mentioned fet to fale their 
corporeal powers^ like Hayes in the mar- 
kets of Cairo or Conftantinople, where hu- 

■ 

man creatures of both fexes are publicly 
purchafed for ufes of bufinefs or pleafure to 
the rich and fenfual Afiatics. 


A 


s 

VESTURE, CLOTHES, RAIMENT, 


AR£ fynonymous in books, but not in 
coaverfation— whence the firft and laft are 
totally excluded, unlefs the difcourfe turns 
Upon very ferious fubjcds indeed : for oa 
fi^h occaiions we Anglicans quote the pii- 
mitivd fathers of the Church, and fay, Iff 
f>fffe "tktrktas fity J!siffura mnjity recolleft^ 

ing 
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I 

ing tliat dthough Chtift's vbsturs liad no 
ieamy yet was it notwithftanding of divert 
coIouxs*-*for unity and unifonnity are n6 
fynonymes with us, however Romanifts 
are difpofed to explain them. Meantime 
KAIMENT is an old-faihioned word, and 
CLOTHES is the exprelfion moft in common 
life. 




TO VEX, TO TORMENT, TO PLAGUE, 

TO HARASS, 


ARE fynonymous, or nearly fo in com* 
mon acceptation ; yet foreigners may eafily 
make miftakes : for we do not tell how the 
Cherokee Indians vex the prifonas ttiey 

take in war, but how they torment 
them, till torpor fucceeds to anguiih, and 
wearinefs gets the better even of fmarting 
pain» The fame may llmofl be predicated 

a 6f 
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pf mental mifery : and when two people 
living together ftrive to torment inftead 
of endeavouring to pleafe each other, that 
party has moft chance of fuccefs, which has 
moft IkUl to find the vulnerable part of his 
companionis character ; for there are blunt 

* 

minds very difficult to vex, though capable 
enough of being harassed from mere 
fatigue ; and Dodor Gbldfmith ufed to tell 
humoroufly of a man and his wife that 
had PLAGUED one another mutually for 
feveral years, till at length the hufband 
found out how he was more harassed 
and tired by the trouble of winning every 
battle, tliah the pertinacious lady was 'with 
Kfifting, althoujgh Ihe never gained .a vic-r 
tory;^ her ipirit.and genius for torment- 
ing b^ing keener, as it appears, whilft her 
fenfibility to vexation was duller. , 


\"fCTIM 
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VICTIM AND SACRIFICE. 


^MMta 


These two nouns are vef y nearly 
liUied, dnly that th^ fecdnd has other fig^ 
tiifications ilot fynonymous to the firft — 
SACRIFICE being the^aft of faGrificirig a8> 
l/rell as the creature facrificedi Othello fays^ 
wheii Defdemona fwears fhe is innocent, 

« 

Oh perjuir'd woman ! thou doft ftone my hearty 

And mak^ft me call what I intend to do^ 

» , 

A murdet^ where I meant a sacrifice. 

The difference between oUr two wordd 
will be feen by reading Johnfon's note upoa 
the paffage, which he thus explaiiis : Thoit 
hail hardened my heart, and tnaked: me kill 
thee with the rage of a mutderer, when I 
thought to have facrificed thee to jtiftice 
'l^ith the calmnefs of a prieft ftriking a Vio- 
l^iM ; for fo iti dd pagan days flood the 

. VOL, in Z Agones^ 
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/ 
JgoneSy certain fub-o|Ecers fo called, be- 

•caufe, Handing before the victim, they 
cried to the Pontifex Maximus who pre- 
•fided at the sacrifice, Jgone ? Shall I to 
work? meaning — Shall I kill him now? 
The Frenchmen of our times, who hurry 
back to beathenifm with hafty fteps, pro- 
ceed in fomewhat like the fame manner in 
their mock trials, when the human vic- 
tim deftined to glut the rage of their new 
idol, falfely called Liberty, is brought forth 
— and jigojte? Ihall we to work? is the 
cry ; — when they choofe the nobleft of the 
herd for sacrifice, but kill, as Othello 
fays, with ftony hearts, and more than 
murderous rage ; when proteftations of in- 
nocence are confidered as excitements to 
fury J and fuperiority of* beauty, birth or 
•talents but ferve to edge the knife for 
flaughter with more kecnnefs* Is this the 
nation that gave to mankind a Fenelon, a 
Bourdaloue, a Boileau ? that poet, who 
' ia. 
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in his twentieth year, kindling with indig- 
nation at hearing of the death of King 
Charles the Firft, ma3e the ftanza fo hap- 
pily quoted by Mr. Murphy in his notes 
upon Tacitus: 

I 

Quoi ! qe peuplc aveuglc en fon crime, 
Qui prenant fon Roi pour victime 

Fit du trone un theatre afireux, 
Pcnfe-t-il que le Ciel, complice 
D'im fi funefte sacrifice, 

N'a pour lui ni foudre ni feux ? 

Armc toi, France ! prend la foudre, 
C'eft a toi de reduire en poudre 

Ces fanglans ennemis des loix : 
Sui la Vidloire qui fappelle, 
£t va fur ce peuple rebeUe 

Venger la querelle des Rois. 

How eafily might a better poet than myfelf 
now turn thefe verfcs againft them ! — But / 
cannot help exclaiming, 

Z a Can 
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Can impious France^ though frantic growir^ 
Drag het pale victims froih the throne 
' While royal blood is fptit I 

Tct think conniving Heaven will fpare 

» 

To hurl down thunder-bohs^ and fiiare 
In fuch gigantic guilt? 

No ; tardy-footed Vengeance ftalks 
Round her depopulated walk«, 

And waits the dreadful hour 
Whew defp*ratc Wretchednefs fliall rave. 
And hot Contagion fill die gravCy 

And Famine bid devouVr 

Rife warriors^ rife ! with Eoftife (way 
Accelerate the deilin'd day^ 

Revenge the royal caufe ; 
Exerting well-united force^ 
Tear thofe decrees that would divorcei' 

'True liberty from laws. 


VIGILANT^ 
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VIGILANT, WATCHFUL, CIRCUMSPECT. 


EQUALLY attentive to intereft as duty^ 
fhefe a4verbial adjefkives exprefs with a 
prodigious clofenefs ia affinity how th? 
mifer is circumspect, the faint is vioi- 
jLANT, and the foldier watchful. For 
though the two laft are fynonyraous, flridly 
fpeaking; and their derivation the fanie, as 
to meaning; we fay truly toough, that 
the firft (its like a hare upon her form, 
looking round on every fide for fear of a fur- 
prifej the fecond, 

Eyes with tedious vigils rcdi 

borrows from the night, hours of cor*- 
veffing with Heaven where no night is; 
and the third keeps himfelf ready to repel 
any fudden aflault, fearlefs, but unfufpiciouSj^ 
yet well prepared againft attempts of caw^ 
ardice or meannefs. The circumsfict 
chara^er trulls wholly to his own quick and 

Z 3 , compre« 
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comprehcnfive fight ; the vigii^ant fpirit^ 
deadening each feeling of fenfe by continual 
mortification, encourages none but 

Obedient flumbers that can wak^ and wqep ; 

while the watchful guardian of his coun* 
try's happinefs defies attack, and defpifes con- 
ipiracy : they will find him ever at his pofL 


TO VINDICATE, TO JUSTIFY, TO SUPPORT, 

TO MAINTAIN. 


THESE words are very near to fynony- 
mous when there is an opinion to be viNt 
DicATED, an argument supported, a po- 
fition MAINTAINED, or a previous conver- 
fation upon the fubjed justified. Yet if 
the difpute has been occafioried more by 
words than things, I fhould find it diCBcuIt 
to justify a .man for supporting with 
unneceffary ftrength a courfe of reafoning 
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nearly able to convince without extraneous 
force ; feeing that when a propofition is 
tenable, the beft way is to maintain it 
fteadily with fome concurrent teftimony, 
and not exhauft the powers of language, as 
Mr. Pope does, to prove felf-evident truths : 
fuch as, Though mans afooly yet God is wife : 
or this. That if your part is ajhort one, aEting 
that part well confers much honour^ and the 
like; which he calls vindicating the' 
ways of God to man. And Do£lor John-, 
fon fays, that fo much does the melody of 
numbers delight the fancy, and fo certainly 
do the flowers of rhetoric adorn it, that the' 
reader of Pope's Eflay on Man is made to* 
believe he is hearing fomewHat new, nor can ' 
recoUeG, under a difguife fb gay, the old' 
familiar talk of his mother and his nurfe. 


Z4 UN- 
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UNREMEMBEREP, FORGQTTEN, 


THESE words are fynonymous, or very 
nearly fo. In common chat, although nietan 
phyfically thp firft feems to have moft to do 
with what Afiftotle calls remittifcznce^ or 2^ 
power to remember ; the fecpnd, with that; 
negleft, or want of obfervation^ which makes; 
things little attended to eafily forgotten. 

To Ipeak in plainer terms, a fa^ for in-s 
ilance, or a paflage in mufic, or an expre&on 
pf a fevo^rite author, although at this rno- ' 
mcnt l>y m?' UfJTREMEMBERED, may, by 
Jooking my mind over^ be poflibly recoUefit-? 
.ed,j whilft other fads, paflages, or e:s:pret5 
fipns, thpugh equally true and ple^iiing, havcj^ 
by not catching my attention, and fei?ing it 
as forcibly, flipt niy memory, as we f^y ; and 
are now totally, hopelefsly, and completely 
f QR9QTTE N^ fp as to dcfv all poffibility of 
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ever calling them back ; fox remembrance 
depends almoft wholly upon obfervation.^— 
Whatever interefts the mind very ftrong- 
ly is never effaced, unlefs by efforts much 
more violent than any we can make towards 
rcminifcence ; — whatever does not intereft 
W8, we forget, 

EXAMPLE. 

Take an intelligent old fhopkeeper from 
his deik in Cheaplide^ and fhew him the 
tranfit of Mercury over the fun's diik ; if 
four years afterwards he has forgotten it, 
*tis no proof to me of his decaying memory, 
though he may make that the excufe : — he 
will remember his brother's bankruptcy, 
which happened ^\% months before, with 
minute exad:nefs, recolled:ing particular cir- 
cumftances of the creditors' kindnefs or bru- 
tality, which his fons and daughters have 
forgotten; — but an aftronomical event did 
pot intereft him ; fo he obf^rved it faiptly, 
gi^d the ide^ faded away, 

Again; 
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jAgain: Let an Engliih lady prefented at 
the court of Peteriburgh find the Emprefs 
ieized with a fudden fit of coughing at the 
moment fhe took her hand to kifs, nothing 
would obliterate that accident firom her me* 
morj — while the courtiers and maids in 
waiting would as furely forget it; for to 
them there would be nothing new or parti- 
cularljr interefling in hearing the Emprefs 
cough : they would obferve it weakly, con- 
found it with a like event of the fame na- 
ture to which they had been prefent twenty 
dmes, and leave it loofe in their minds, u n- 
REMEMBERED Certainly, if not forgot- 
ten. Talking contributes much to reite- 
rate impreffions on the memory, Carthufian 
friars, and nuns of the poor Clare's order, 
are faid to remember little : their filence is 
one caufe, the flight intereft they take in 
what paflTes, is another. Children delight 
in repeating every trifle to every body that 

will hear them; and when they have wearied 

all 
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all around them with repetition of the fame 
remark or tale, or whatfoever 'tis, we won- 
der at their ftrength of memoiy. Old men 
forget, becaufe they care not whether they 
remember or no, that which is pafling be- 
fore them : the prefent world interefts them, 
not ; the events of paft times, which did in- 
tereft them, they fail not to recolledl, and 
are moft happy to talk about — 

Laudatores temporls a£l i > ■ ■ ■ 

Horace, 

Peafants who labour very hard, and peo- ' 
pie with minds pre-occupied by care for fub- 
Jlftcnce, have litde powers of recolledion j 
and Captain Cook met with fome favages 
who took no notice at all of him, or of his 

# 

fliip : had it pafled by when they were left 
bufily employed, it might not have been 
FORGOTTEN, but they had no leifure to 
cultivate curiofity. 

Enough upoii this fpbjefi:, in a. book 
8 written 
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written for the ufe of foreigner^, amoag 
whom Italians in particular find nothing 
lefe ihterefting to them than inveftigation 
of their own minds. 

- A London lAifs^ or Bath valetudinarian, 
do^ not more iediUoufiy defire that all fuch 
fiudies may be by them not only unr^* 

M£JM[SS)(£D, but wholly FORQOTTEN^ 


^■^ ' I ■ m. ■ \. I... . ■ > r - ■ ■ r 


i»* 


TO WAIT, TO EXPECT, TO STAY, 


■■U ll I 


ARE three verbs, which by their near 
affinity, though not fynonymou$, arc a per* 
petual diftrefs to foreigners. Italians abovQ 
all feel a propenfity to ufe the /econd upon 
every occafion, perhaps becaufe it refembles 
In found their word afpctta^ which means 
STAY ; for when one man fpeaks, and ano-^ 

■ 

ther wifhes to reply before the firft ha$ 
finiflied, he cries 4fpetta^ as we do stay, or 

7 WA4T 
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\ 

WAIT a little: but bidding a perfon EX** 
P£CT what I am about to Urge, would be 
a ludicrous demand for unmerited refpeft^ 
and fet the hearers laughing* Yet is this 
fecond verb a very necefiary and a very 
common one. 


EXAMPLE^ 

I EXPECT to STAY late this evening at 
the theatre, becaufe ladies are dilatory, and 
make a man wait till th« crowd is gone^ 
before they will venture to move. — In this 
example no word can be changed for its ap- 
parent fynonyme,, without mahifeft violation 
of propriety. . 

We fay likewife, I stay loilg in London 
this year for the purpofe of cotifulting phy- 
ficians who never leave town, and from 

whofe Ikill I expect much beflcfit. Could 

« 

a perfedl cure be obtained, it were a blefling 
well worth waiting for. . 


- 1 


WAll 
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WAR AND HOSTILITY 


1 

ARE not ftridtly fynony mous : war is 
indeed a ftate of hostility, or a ftate in 
which a GST I LI TIES are permitted fo far as 
is confident with the old ufagcs amongft 
civilized nations; but there maybe hosti- 
lities unallowed by the laws of war. 

In this defcription of the words' analogy, 
is contained an example for their ufe ; the ' 
two fubftantives cannot without impropriety 
. be reverfed. Meantime I have read fome- ^ 
where, that contention is exercife, but war 
is fatigue; and that a ftate of hostilities 
with fome neighbouring power may be con- 
fidered as medicine for a ftate, rough- no 
doubt and draftic, but poflibly ufeful, whilft 
a. civil WAR is little better than a domeftic 
or culinary poifoiu 


WAR'MTH 


\ 
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WARMTH AND HEAT 


' ARE In like manner allied in afEnitj, 
yet fynonymous in no fenfe literal or figu- 
rative. The firft is a degree of the fecond^ 
mild and friendly j the fecond is eflentially 
the firft kindled into rage by violent motion, 
deftrudive in its nature, dreadful in its cf- 
fe<3:s. The two words' keep thefe very 
places in our minds, when ufed in allufive 
fignifications. The heat of paffion, the 
WARMTH of afFeilion. The warmth of 
patriotifm, we fay, vifible among the happy 
fubjeds of our Britifh empire, produces that 
folid texture in the conftitution which its 
members fo well know how to value, and 
that ftrong fpirit of cohejion among individu- 
ais which alone can render it immortal ; while 
the HEAT of democratic furor in France 
adts as a dijfohent^ melting all ranks down 

tv 
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to a general mafs — evaporating every virtu*^ 
and leaving their whole country a calx. BoC 

*rnic freedom is a temperate treaty 

Not favagc mirth nor ffantic noife 5 
Tis the brifk ptilfe's vital kEATf 
. Tis not a fever that deftroys. 

Popular Ballaz^.^ 

When other natioils, however, fee thefe 
unhappy mortals pofTeiTed with ^ calenture 
* fo dreadful^ let theim beware of all things 
tending towaifda inflammation. The French 
have during thefe laft four years heated 
themfelves up exa£t]y into that fatal deli-^ 
rium whiclt failors long kept on fait provi- 
fions are fubjeCt to, when they imagine 
green meadd^ws are fpread before them 
watered with frefh rivulets, which their 
companions endesivour moft tyrannically to 
keep them from fharing. On the firft o|p 
portunity, however, if not forcibly withheld^ 
they pltmge into the deep, and (ink for ever^ 

Thuv 
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Thus 1?7 z^cttlentpr^ ipifled^ 

The mariner with rapture fe6s» 
On the fmooth ocean's azur^ bed, 

Enamelrd fields and verdant trees : 
With eager haftc he longs to rove 

In that fantaftic fcene, and thinks 
It znuft be fome enchanted grove—** 

So in he leaps, and down he flt}ks» 

* Swift. 


'* ■ i' ' ■ ' ' ^ 


WAVY ANft UNDULATING. 


I I^NQW not whether here, the SaxcMi 
word be uo^ the moft poetical, and dre daS- 
fical one moil commonly itfed on fiuniliar 
Qcqifioos. yft fay, The wavy com floaty 
^?TF !>^^^tifully upon the undulatinq 
dowps between Lewes and Brighthelmftone : 
the wprds could not be tranfpofed : they arc 
not therefore ftridly fynonymous, thouglji 
both mean the fame thing. If we are tell- 

VOL. II. A a ing 


/ • 
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* 

ing how founds Arc conveyed through the 
UNDULATING air, foreigners muft be care- 
ful not to ufe the firft inftead of the fecond 
adjective ; and if he has a mind to praife a 
lady's fin^ hair^ he muft take our old Saxon 
appellative for the curls, and call them wa vy^ 

not UNDULATING. 


sr^ 


WAY, MANNER, MODE, MIEN, 


ARE analogous enough, certaunly: the 

* » " 

firft is moft comprehenfive i way in in in- 
dividual is like MANNERS in an aggreg^e, 
the difcriminating peculiarity' which marks 
a character; * What Johrifon tells us (fayS 
Lord Pembroke) would not ftrike one fo 
much, were it not for his bow- Wow h^a t. 
Thefe terms have been touched oil before, 
under the articles Habit and Cuftom. WAt 
is however the true word, and Lord Pem- 
broke's 


BRITISH SYNONYMY.- 3^5 

brofce's bon mot, if it is one, could have ended 
with no other. .The mien of a lady is includ- 
ed in her way.; If fhe has a haughty mien, 
we. Ihall be apt to catch her receiving and re- 
turning common compliments with a proud 
forbidding way : and tliofe who beft know 
the world agree, that as more elegance of ex- 

» 

terior is juftly expedied from the female fex, 
a pleafing manner is more indifpenfable 
in women than in men ; for without fome- 
thing for which we have at laft no neater 
phrafe than a gentle manner and a win- 
ning WAY, expreflion is apt to heighten 

into fiercenefs, and fymmetrical perfeftion 
degenerate int© mere infipidity. ' 


WAYLESS, PATHLESS, UNTRACKED, 


ARE fynonymous in verfe, I think j but 

* 

the firft is feldom if ever chofen for gonver- 
iition, though a iifeful word, and exprcflive 

A a" 2 enough. 
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enou]^ were we- to fpeat of Jy rdn * ertffl^' 

t 

ing the continent of America on foot, a< 
we all know he did towards the foudberhP 
parts of ity before he had reached the age' 
of twenty years — ^without language to en- 
quire his WAY, when chance brought him 
near to fome wretched habitation for hu-^ 
liianity, through the vaft untracked 
regions and pathless woods did he and 
his companions wander, giving mankinrf 
an example of what hop6 and youth and 
courage can perform — Happy had they like- 
wife left us an example ot gdod fellowfliip 
arid union to each other, cemented ai theirs 
might have been expected by fuch finga- 
lar and fad calamities. But 'tis not from 
wanderers we can hope much virtue. Who- 
ever lives by chance will live carelefsly j and 
he who is in hourly and anxious care for 
his own fubiifteiice, will hare titde tender- 
nefs to fpare for others, whofe diftrefs he 
wHl feldom believe equal to hi3 0Wh. The 
2 French 


V 
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Pren^Ji emigrants li^ve indeed in fome fort 
nobly contradi^ed my affertion by their 
conduct, many of thefe having laid by^ for 
their ftill more unhfippy countrymen, a 
jK^ion of y^hat they themfdves received 
^ alms from the generous hand of a hofpi- 
^%^ble nation. But where thefe haplefs crea- 
tures will betake themfelveSi when that 
hand becomes wearied of fupportipg their 
;\eceffities,'I cannot guefs : degraded a fecond 
time, perhaps; even from the rank of wan^ 
derers to that of vagabonds, they may feok 
tmfound (heater from countries yet UN-* 
"iTRACKfiD, and perifh in the pathless 
^ foi^, hunted \rf revenge and cruelty inla* 
tiable.-T-Let us once more endeavour to do 
fomething for them ; and refcue the ram^ 
bling nobleman from the ftate of a vagrant 
obnoxious to every infult, and rendered 
unworthy the proteding hand of fri^ndfliip. 
Foreigners will under this article, and in 

A a 3 this 
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this laft period, perceive how neceflary 'tii 
to keep words clofe to their meanings, and 
feel the ufefulnefs of ftudying fynonymy, 
while I relate to them a trifling ftory that 
may perhaps imprefs it ftill more forcibly 
upon their minds. When Prince Gonza- 

ga di Caftiglione was in England, he dined 
in company with Dodor Johnfon at the 
houfe of a common friend ; and, thinking 
• it was a polite, as well as gay thing to 
drink the Doctor's health with fome proof 
that he had read his works, called out from 
the top of the table to the bottom, that tabic 
filled with company — jit your good healthy 
Mn Vagabond^ inflead of Mr. Rambler \ 
which was the word he ought to have ufed, 
but tQ which he confidered the other as 
fynonymous, for want of a minuter atten- 
tion and better information j — though he 
fpoke Englifh for the moft part very well, 
^nd by fo doing had gained a confidence in 

Wmfelf, 
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himfdlfy that thie accident contributed to re« 
prefs, while it put every body in the room 
out of countenance* 


I. . . 


WAYWARD, FROWARD, PERVERSE, 


ij.i. ■ i . 


FORM an exceedingly unpteafant iet of 
fynonymes, ufually meaning the fame thing 
too, or very nearly ; only that the two firft 
^TQ ufually chofen when we fpeak of baby- 
hood ; the Uft) when man or woman hating 

< 

to be h^ppy, or perhaps incap^bl? of beiQg 
pl^^edy rej^(% each attempt to entertain 
them^ with a degree oi pervcrfenefs that 
damps all our powers of pleafing, and pro- 
cures pardon from moft of the by-ftanders if 
we forbear to undertake that talk aiiy more* 
I am however, for my own part, inclined to. 
believe that body has as much to do as mind 
with all fuch tempers. We feldom find a 

A a 4 healthy 
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healthy child a fiiowaiid pnej and i|- 
though people may, by dint qf virtue an4 
religion, fo fiibdue their difpofitions as to 
let no WAYWARD expreffions or appear- 
ance of a PEKVERSE temper efcape thew, 
even through the perfecution? of a long ill- 
nefs ; yet every bne who is fick feels temp- 
tation to be peeviih certainly : and nothing 
is fo fure a proof of a ilrpng' cpnftitution, 
as freedopi from ill-humouraiid from prone-? 
nefs to a perverse mangier of receiving ge- 
neral civilities — mifconftruing every attempt 

* 

to footh or to divert them. It is bbffervabl^ 
that thefe maladies of the mind are grcatfy 
cxtinguiflied by poverty, while people of 


WEALTH, RICHES, OPULENCE, 


CLAIM thefe unworthy diftindions as their 
• due, inftead pf confidering; their poffef- 

fions 
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iiOQs as a bank referyed for the poor, who 
haye no leifure from anxiety to indulge a 
fietful difpoiition. Meanwhile the three 
fubftantives at the head of this lafl; article 
are very nearly fynonyraous— except that 
RICHES implies fertility ; while, notwith- 
landing that fruitfulnefs of foil muft necef- 
farily be one great fource of the wealth 
of nations, we cannot commend the OPU- 
I.ENCE of the ground, but its richness 
and fpontaneity. A fmall glance caft back 
upon their derivations fhcws us the rea- 
fon why. Ricnps are compared by DoSor 
Young to learning, while genius he fays 
is like virtue ; and he ingenioufly adds, that 
as RICHES are mad wanted where there is 
leaft virtue, fo is learning moft in requeft 
where there is leaft genius: — and Lord 
Bacon calls riches the baggage of virtue, 
ever retarding her progrefs through the 
walks of human life. Neither of the other 
words would have ferved tbefe authors* 

turn, 
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turn. RicnFS fcem almoft always to imply 
portable WEALTH, and opulence imme- 
diately vifible to every eye. Copioufnefs of 
every kind takes in that term as illuftrative, 
leaving the other two. We fay a rich 
language, a rich perfume, rich foups, 
wines, every thing that fecms to contain a 
quantity or fulnefs of perfeiSion ; and that 
man muft, we fay, be abfurdly oftentatious 
of his VTEALTH, who wears rich drefles 
in fummer for the fake of difp|aying his 
opulence, when light ones are confefled- 
ly confidered as more elegant. Wealth 
however takes in a fenfe of general weal 
or welfare, which the other words have 
not. We pray for the King's wealth : it 
would be ridiculous to beg of God Al- 
mighty that he fhould make him rich or 
opulent. 


weary, 
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WEARY, TIRED, FATIGUED, 


OF thefe tenns the reader may take his 
choice, now he is (p near the dofe of this 

« 

little book : perhaps he may £nd them fy- 

nonymous too, when he reads the charac- 

tcr of it given in the Reviews. We arc 

TIRED, fay they, of the faint repetitipna^ 

and FATIGUED with the affeded examina* 

. tion of arguments, already fo often difcufled, 

that one is lincerely weary of going over 

them again. This is the fatal difeafe fureft 

to bring death upon the haplefs author, 

whofe works, when they have caught it, 

pine away as in an atrophy ; for WEARI-* 

NESS is a plant propagating itfelf : who- 

ever is weary the firft hour is more WEA- 

RY the fecond, and a book dropping once 

out of a hand half afleep —/?///, to rife na 

Madame 
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Madame de Maintcnon told her confef- 
fer, that &€ would willingly pnAife any 
form of mortification, by which her future 
felicity might in fome meafure be forward* 
ed. 'He coun(eIled her to^fotbear thoie 
fidllies of pleaiantry and airy good hn^ 
mour, by which fhe ^engaged aSl hearts to 
^er fervice, and fafcinated all hearers to her 
converfation. The lady tried ; but find« 
vkig5 as (be exprefies it, that, yawning herfelf 
-from pure fatigue of her own company, 
fhe fet her friends and companions o'y&wn- 
nig too, the penance became infupport* 
able ; and when ihe grewiabfolutely ti rejd, 
the left ofl^ left a continuance of fuch be- 
haviour might have had /the very worfl: of 
confequences, in making her weary eren 
- |)f piety itfelfc 


WlCKEDi 
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WICKED, GUILTY, CORRUPT, DEPRAVED, 

rLAGinoui^. 


THESE odious words, notwithftanding 
thor clofe afiinity, are lefa flri^iy {jnony^ 
mous fhun one would at firft imagine ; £or 
which reafon the reader naturally wiih^Si 

Rpenunce to the &rft, feels that remorlei 
rauA far ever pttr&ie the ftcond, {ee$ that 
zie^fiieffttioii atone can pur^ thofe which 
immediately follow ;-^while a whipping** 
poft fliould be the portion of their rafcally 
brother at the end^ Thofe writers who — 
dcubtlefs with excellent intentions to mend 
the world — delight in tracing villainy 
through its deepeft recefles, and fhew their 
own fkill in the gradations of atrocity, 
miift corred: me in thh article, if I give a 
wrong account. The firft word then upon 
this detefted lift defcrU)es^ to my partkular 

feelings. 


* * 
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fi^dings^ a man not yet whoDy crimina!^ 
yet haftemng to be fo ; while his ftrong avi- 
dity in the purfuit of iin feems fomewhat 
teftrained by immediate fear of failing in 

the grafp. The patient perfevering ipirit 
oi 2L ferpent feems for this caufe the beft 
adapted fymbol of the wicked Monckton ; 
while Ferdinand Count Fathom is clearly 
FLAGITIOUS, Mackenzie's Sindai vidoufly 
BBPRAVED, and Moore's Zeluco, from a 
CORRUPT and hateful education^ become^at 
length a truly impious charader, blackened 
with the GUILTIEST deeds. . 


WISELY, JUDICIOUSLY, DISCREETLY. 

PRUDENTLY. 


IF Dodlor Johnfon's notion of a fex in 
words be juft, the two firft of thefe natu- 
rally belong to men, the two laftto women ; 

for 
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for they, placed happily for tb^m by Pro- 
vidence in 

I/ifc's low vale, the foil the virtues like, 

have feldom occafion to adt wisely and 
JUDICIOOSLY — ^adverbs which imply a 
choice of profeflion or fituation — feldom in 
their power j aftive principles of induftry^ 
art, or ftfength— with which they have iel- 
dom aught to do ; although by managing 

PRUDENTLY and DISCREETLY thofe dlf- 

ftrifts which fall particularly under female 
infpe£lion, they may doubtlefs take much of 
the burden from their companion's fhoulders, 
and lighten the lo^d of life to mortal man* 
Towards each other I * have fometimes 
known too much discretion end in too 
little PRUDENCE. The world will now and 
then forget to reward its worfhippers, and 
after all, the wary fide is fafeft. Where 
friendfhip alone is wounded— 3^^ will, out 
of tendernefs forbestr cpmplaint. 

7 Meantime, 
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o 


Meantime, that women have a naturally 
cautious temper, may be feen in numberleis 
inflances* Men engaged deeply in commer- 
cial bufinefs delight to rifqu6 much, that 
they may gain more ; while women truft in 
petty favings, and endeavour to grow rich 
rather by frugality than hazard. Female po* 
Uticians confide in negociation* Elizabeth 
of England, Isabella of Spain, hated w;ar^ 
and took every poffible method to avoi^ it } 
while Queen Anne's natural ardour to coac 
elude the peace of Utrecht coll her ^Imoi^ 
her life. Prudence and discretioii 
are domeftic virtues; wisdom andjUDQ-r 
AiENT are requifites in a ftatefman, a fol- 
dier, and a fcholar. May thofe our land ' 
now boafts be careful to employ thefe exr 
cellent qualifications prudently and BiSr 
cREETLY ! not in forcing forward ill-time4 
reforms or dangerous innovations j not in 
haftily driving force againft force, where 
the effect is at befl uncertain ; not in dif«^ 

guifmg 
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^Ifiiig fidfeliood or palliating error, much 
lefs in kbouring by fophifms to fubvert the 
foundations of truth'; but with fomething 
like female candour acknowledging that no 
government detifi^d by human fkill can be 
perfect — confefs ^ith thsuikfulnefs that out 
dwri is moil nearly fo. That found pofi- 
tion ohce well eflablifhed in every Englilh 
heart, 

Old BritUh fenfe and Britifh fire 
Shall guard that freedom we poflefit % 

Horieft ambition looks no. higher, 
Wilhing no morei we'll fear no lefs. 

FopuLAR Ballad* 


/ 


■ " '■ " ■ I -| ■ 11 I ■ , I , ■ I I - , a ^y 


WIT, FERTILITY OF IMAGERY, POWERS OF 
COMBINATION, VIVACITY, HILARITY, PtEA- 
SANTRY, BRILLIANCY IN WRITING o« CON- 
VERSATION, 


ARE nearly, not (Iridly fimonympus. 

» 

The fiHl word includes all the reft, al- 
VOL. II. B b thou^ 
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though diere may be certamly much FLSA* 
tANT&Y in a charader, whence wit pro- 
perly deferring that name never did pro- 
ceed ; and many a delightful evening may 
be ^nt where natural vivacity ijpring* 
ing from confidence in the company, en- 
livens a circle of cheerful friends with re^ 
dprocation of elegant fprightlinefs, and &- 
cetioi|8 good humour, — feldom met with in 
thofe focieties where all powers of com- 
bination are forcibly concentrated, in 
order to produce, fparkling conceits ; or 
ftrained, for the purpofe of drawing remote 
fmages together. On fuch occafions, I 
think, that conftitutional hilarity which 
infpires whilft expreffing the imaffedcd fenfe 
of pleafure that It feels ; is exceedingly ill 
exchanged for all the fcintlllating efie(3:s of 
real wit, and brilliancy in conver« 

s ATI ON. r would not be underflood as if 

* 
inclined to divert myielf by mere fafl^ona- 

We. levities, in preference to good^ fenfe; 

^ , fuch 


BRITISH STNONarMY. ^jyi 

iUch talk deHg^is no otic, but the Iriiyi uad 
{^Is ytbo. break abttoes^ tc^ether.aftec din- 
ner; 


» • > 


Triflers not even in trifling can excel ; 
•Tis only folid bodies polilh well— ' 

r 

» ■* • - 

I 

fays Doctor Young, in whofe habk and 
conftitution the quality of wjT W9${ocom*> 
pletely incorporated, that devotion's Icif 
could with difficulty fublime, or indigna* 
tion oblige it to precipitate,— Satiresr, Nights 
ThoughtSi Eftinute of Hurnaa Xiife^ all turn 
to epigram touched by the pen of DoOm 
Young J and all evince fertixitt of 
IMAGEVLY fpringing from the richeft fotl*-^ 

as Johnfon told me little ciilftyated; but 
proviiig chat principle which to obferire 
gives comlbrt to every heart, that inVi^o«- 
ratirig principle which Bifliop. Horfley fo 
elegaiatly, fo emphatically calls — thej^ow* 
taneity: of man. I niuft tell Why Doi9;or 
Johnfon defpifed Ytmng a quantity of com^ 

B b 2 mon 
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!inon knowledge as coxnparatiyel7 fmalT: 
-'Twas dnly beeaufe fpeaking once upon the 
fubje^ of metrical compofition, our courtier 
feemed totally ignorant of what are called 
rhepalick or rhopallck verfes, from the Greek 
Word, a club, I believe, — of which I have 
Wad fotne Latin ones preferved in the Paflc 
Terns Poetiques, very pi^etty. Aufonius 
gives this as a fjpecimen : 

. Spes deus seternae ftationis conciliator. 

Thi (iSnhrivance is fooh ften through j each 
"Word muft be a fyllaWe longer than that 
which goes before,^ as the- Club begins with 
a tip, and thickens gradually to the other 
find. Thefe verfes wereintemied as^ label 
to be twifted fpitally » round the chib of 
Efculapius, I think I have heard, but can* 
not now find the French diiferlation whence 
I gained the piece of learning, — if learning 
it is, — ^fo unluckily miffed by DojOot: Young* 
In 4lie xonjeftures upon c^igioal compofi- 
r . ? tioa 


I 

\ 
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tao.n kowcvcr, written by that mAn of ge« 
fiius, we (hall perhaps read the wittiest 
piece of profe our whole language has to 
boaft ; yet from its over twinkling it feems 
little gazed at, and too little admired pet^ 
haps; fo will it ever foe when authors 
feek to dazzle, not to pleafe: and even 
when Congreve purpofely combines his 
BRILLIANCY with pertnefs, to make it pa- 
latable for common minds, we v e ftill apt 
to turn away from the firft a£t of, LoVe 
for Love* and run for relief to Trinculo or 
Touchftone c 

fox 'tis not to adorn and ^Id each psstr*^ 
* That (hows more coft than art ; 
Jewels at npfe and lips but ill appear : 
Rather th^n ail thin^ wit, let none he there \ 
Several lights will not be ftsen. 
If there is nothing elfe between ; 
]^en doubf , )}ecaufe they ftand fo thick i'th' Iky, 
If thofe be ftars that paint the galaxy. 

And if fuch be the well-exemplifi(:d precept 

Bb3 of 
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rf Cowley, who excelled in fruitiulncfs of 
fencj, and power of exciting kkas in richly 
Iftmuihed minds, the neceffity of obfervinig 
that precept is moft certain. He was him^. 
iHf aware perhaps that his verfes were fo 
truly what Hamlet calls caviare to the mil<« 
lion, that, none but inftru£ked readers can^ 
find amufement from Cowley, whofe com- 
mon pra^ice is to illuftrate a thing not very 
plain, by another ftill more obfcure and re« 
cpndhe. 

In thi^fe days, however, there needs little 
caution againft overdofmg our compofitiona 
with iheer wit, or far-fetched metaphor. 
Studied thoughts have given way to ^nbeU 
lifhments of expreflion, we gild the leaves 
now, not the fruit, while a tide of eloquence 
over-rruns all we read. 

Books are no longer written to informy 
but touch the mind, and every writer now 
refers from our judgment to our feelings, 
\inUke the fullen Greek of whom hiftorianc 

tell 
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tdl us, that made his grave appeal from 

Philip drunk) to Philip foben 

Such performances do certainly, as does 
the mufic of a finger, put us out pf humour 

for a moment with folid erudition, as with 
found harmony ; but let their rhetoric be 
never fo radiant, their fweetne& never fo 
fafcinating, when once the gay delirium (hall 
be over, we return to our old inftruflors m 
every fcience; and connoifleurs in convi- 
vial pleafiires have afiured me, that neidief 
the rich cellars of Conlbmtia, nor the fpark- 
ling vintage of Champagne, afford t;hc true 
and wholefome wine that a man can fit ftea- 
dily down to. — ^Enough upon this fubjeft. 


Bb4 * TO 
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TO WTTHEE, TO FADE, TO BE BLIGHTZD. 

TO DIE. 


NEUTER veibf 9 and ittadj though not 
wholly fynonymous, when refemed to v^e- 

table fubftances ; or figuratively taken up as 

ft 

illuftrative of opr own fituation in this fub-* 
luniiry wU, where, ^ Toung %« in hU 
Trir^ EJlimatej ^^ Sorrow is as the root and 
fiem of life, joy but as its flower, expeded 
at remote fiatafon^ oi^ly* then often blight-^ 
£i> } or if it bloQm99 blooming it diesJ^ 
WJicn I haye plucked thy rpfe (fays Othello, 
to his fleeping Defdemona) I cannot give it 
vital growth again — it needs mufl withek. 
Let thofe therefore, that tear down the few 
flowers ftrewed in the path of life to makq 

it lefs infupportable by giving variety to its 

• * ■ * 

windings, diftindion to its rifing grounds^ 
&c. refled, that when once plucked, they 

7 '!»?•«? 
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ne'er can give them vital growth again* Qh 
let them fjde naturally ! nor quarrel vntk 
the rofe becaufe it bears a thonu Sudi ra- 
£>nnation can but end in ruin. 


TO lyiTHHOLp, TO I^ESTRAIN, TO ILEEP 

FROM ACTJON* 


ALL words or phrafes which feem to be 
drawn from the fcience of horfemanlhip*— 
Addifpn iay^ . . 

I bridl^ in n^ ftniggling mufc with pain. 
That longs to launch into a nobler drain. 

It.was Dr. Johnfon's fport to ridicule this 
paiTage always, as a broken metaphor be- 
tween riding and failing, neither pf which 

were, as he faid, particularly applicable to 

» 

the mufe; t^ut her poet Ihould have re- 
(T]|AiN£p his ^Q-^way fancy from either 

the 
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the one or the other, as ik> two linages could 
haive been found more incongruous. , We 
iay of otkr gallant foldiera, zn4 young princes 
ardent to fignailize themfelves in the prefeiit 
war, that it is diflficult to keep them from 
AG^ou; and with jufiice — ^wluk aaim^^ed 
by a cauie fo virtuous, their courage can 
fcaitely be withheld ; confidering the 
common, though loud report of their ene- 
mies' infolencelowards religion, virtue, arts, 
and ar49s,' aiid fovereignty,^^CLOt as a Icnell 
to thefe dqparted powers (a thou^t would 
damp the fpirit of their troops,) but as a 
trumpet infpiring niartial ardour to fubdue 
them ; for Dryden fays well, though coarfely, 

^bid ever as you love yourfelyes, withhold 
' Tour tailons irom the injut'd and the Wd ; *• 

Nor Hwjpt die famve and needy to defpafr,. 
. fet though jp\ft violence (hould leave tb^m bare 

Of £oId and filver-^fwords aa4 darts remain, &c. 

Ji pondderation worthy the notice of thefe 
felf^cfcst^d defpots^ whom piety cannot awe 

nor 
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nor tenderoefs restrain* Men, whole 

enormities iucreafing iu magnitude the 

longer we are left to contemplate them^ 

confound reflexion, and by fwelling ftill, 

and fllretching up, like the gigantic fpedtes 

fpoken of by the pid poets, annihilate all 

hope of defcribing them to futurity, and 

^ leave our minds poifeft alone of amazement^ 


I .11 i j^ 1 ' i .1 1 P ii 'm ' ' I55a» 


WONDER, ASTONISHMENT, AND STUPOR 
CAUSED BY SURPRIZE, ' 


THESE qualities are not, however, fyno* 
nymous in common chat; A phrafe peri- 
petually occurs in converfation where th^ 
firft word on the lift could alone ferve our 
purpofe, and none of the others would at 
all fupply its place. They talk of a plague 
in France,'* fays one : — " No wonder," 
replies the hearer, ** people who make ^ 

ihaijibleft 
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Gambles of their nation, need not think it 
ftrange that, fo many dead bodies fhould 
create a peftilcntial fever j6ora natural caufes 
merely, without • faying a word of God's 
Judgments provoked by fo fenfelefs and cruel 
ssa effuiion of human blood. Wond£R too 
cafily becomes a fubflajitive of nature far 
more pofitive, that may be feen^ heard, and 
felt, as well as underftood; We fay the 
feven wonders of the world, which could 
not be furveycd without astonishment, 
arfi now fallen into decay^ fq thj^t I ^hink 
none of thofe celebrated fabrics yet rem^n, 
except the pyramids of Egypt— monuments 
of ill-employed power, whiqh,-vy^bile wead- 
mjbre, we pannot rationally approve; although 
whatever work of man's hands has lafted all 
thefe centuries, may juftly be confidered as 
proof of ingenuity and ftrength beypnd the 
credibility of after ages. 

Late rimes (hall wonder — that my joy muft taifej 

I 

I 

For wonder i$ involuntary praifc, 

fays 
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&ys Zanga, fhowing this 5Yord in its capa- 
city of verb befides all the reft, and as a verb 

^is ufed moft frequently in difcourici 

Stupor occafioned by surprize mean- 
time, appears to be rather a natural and phy- 

fical effed: from a mental caufe; when a 

» 

man is literally, not figuratively ama%ed^ and 
plailet-ftruck, as we call it, on fome fuddea 
occurrence of joy or forrow in the extreme; 
nor happens this feldom to weak-fierved, or 
over delicate people — Feeblenefs mull be the 
parent of fiich stumor, as ignorance is.faid 

to be the mother of Wonder; yet tho£( 

. . . * 

who call it fo fhould recollcdl that there- ailp 
things which, no human knowledge caa 
reach, and which 'tis therefore no difgrac* 
to wander at, exhibited every day to pur 
€;onten]{)lation ; and he who forbears regar4f 
ing them with juft astonishment;, is 
more to be pitied for his infenfibility, than 
envied for the depth of his fcience. • ^ 


WOOD, 


I 
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WOOD, FOREST, GROVE^ 


SHOULD not be confidered as fjmony- 
mous by foreigners, though they find one 
often fubftituted for the other in poetry.— 
i)ifcourfe keeps them . feparate ftill^ and he 
who (hould dignify the fwcet groves view- 
ed from Richmond Hill, or even the fine 
WOQD8 near I^uneham, by the name of 
f CREST, would be laughed at Things of 
this kind are always rated by companfon : 
tnd he v^ho has traverfed through the fo- 
rests of America, would probably call thofe 
immenfe tradrs of wood land which clothe 
the plains of Bavaria, a mere grove. To my 
mind, they brought many romantic, and 
thatiy tremendous images, when ptople told 
toe there were yet two days journey to be 
taken through' plantations made by nature 
certainly, not art, within which were lodged 

a variety 
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a varkt7 of animab, — the wild boar, the 
black bear, red deer and foxes ionuiiierablei 
Trith the Glutton, or American Gurc^o 
ready to dart upon them from the trees, an^ 
fattening his fangs in the vifual nerve, drxre 
them to madnefs and death for his own ad* 
vantage. There is befide another diftinc* 
tion neceflary for (Irangers to be taught be^ 
tv^een what we natives naturally know hf 
the names of 


" *- ' "fi" ■• ^r^-'-"r^' "' "" ^ - % *• ■^■» ■■ ■ ■ ' ■' '"/^ ' 'j-f'S"^ 


WOOD AND TIMBER* 


THE laft of which means thofe particu* 
lar trees which are ufed in building, carpen- 
try, turnery j and among thefe oak ftands 
firft, though elm is neceffary for pipes to 
carry off water ; and afli, for nothing ill, as 
Spencer fays, that makes oui: ploughing 
utenfils, AH thefe grOw to a nobler fize 

where 
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vrhexe they are not too thick ; and I have feed 
finer oaks ftanding widely feparate in Weft^ 
phalia — even in Hagley park too, dian any 
I could pitch upon in tlie fouthem pro^ 
vifujes of Getmany, where the woods feem- 
ed nearly impenetrable, and where of courfe 
one tree robbing ^nothei* of its ' nutriment^ 
the TIMBER cannot rife to fo refpe<^able a 
growths L6rd Fife's immenfe plantations 
will ferve future ages, if the world lafts much 
longer, for examples of wooDy grove, and 
FOREST. And well will his fuccelTors def-^ 
ierve advantage from timber planted from 
fq noble, fo difinterefted a rootivje by theli' 
truly liberal ancefton 


^OtLLt)^ 
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WORLD, EARTH, GLOBE, UNIVERSE, 


: ARE fo far from being philofophically 
fynonymous, that converfation language ad- 
mitting of incredible hyperbole, would fay 
the very earth was filled with books writ- 
ten to prove their difference. Popularly 
ipeaking, however, we fay that a man's 
knowledge of the world, means his ac- 
quaintance with the common forms and 
ceremonies of life, not ill called by French- 
men, Xht /(avoir vivre^ fince he who is igno- 
rant of the world even in this limited fenfe, 
will foon be in a figurative fenfe warned to 
go out of it ; fo indifpenfably neceffary is 
that knowledge, to every day's obfervation 
and pradice j nor have I often read a more 
humorous pid:ure of manners, than in 
feme play of Mr. Cumberland's — I forget 
its name — where two brothers difputing 
vol. II. C c upon 
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upon a point of propriety, one fays, truff 
enough, as I remember^ " Dear brother t yoi* 
know nothing of the world/ " Will you 
tell me /i^a//^" replies his incenfed antago- 
nift, " when I have traverfed the glooje 
fo often I crofled the line twice, and., fek the 
frofts within the ardlic circle : a man bred 

in London, and living always in its environs, 

» 

lias an admirable aflurance- when he ufe*- 
that exprefEon to OTir,.who have been wreck-*; 
cd oa the coafts of Barbary, and ftuck faft 
in the quickfanda of Terra del Fuego, &c. , 

&c/* My quotation is from- memory, and 

« 

twenty-five years at'leaft have.elapfed lince 
I looked into the comedy by mere chance in- 
a bookfeller's fhop at Brighthelmftone. But., 
the pleafaatry of two* men taking the word 
WORLD in a different way, with fbme* de-: 
gree of right on both fides,, . ftruck me ' as . 
comical and pretty, becaufc within the bourids^ 
- of credibility. That grace alone is wanting;: 
to a dialogue once fliewn to me in manu- 

fcript, 
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fcript, written by the learned James Harris, 
of Salifbury, wKo mikes one of two friends 
walking iti St. James's Park, fay of a third 
that pafTes by, — ^^ There goes a man eminent 
for his knowledge of the world.'* To which 
the oCher replies, ** Ay,- that indeed is a de-^ 
fifable companion, a perfon whofe acquaint- 
ance I fliould particularly value, as he no 
doubt cdUld fettle the point betWeert Tycha 
and Riccioli, cdricernirig the fun's horizon- 
tal parallax, in which thofe two fo great 
aftronomers contrive to differ, at leaft two 
minutes and a half. He too cbuld perhaps, 
help us to decidef upon the confrbverfy Whe- 
ther this UNIVERSE is bounded by the grand 
concameration or firrhamerit forming a vifi- 
ble arch, or whether 'tis ftretched into an 
irhmenfurable' fpace, occu^ed however at 
due diffanc^s by a valriety ' of revolving 
GLOBES, differing in magnitude : forme bril- 
liant, as funs, rich in inherent firej fome 
opaque, and habitable, as earths, attended 

C c 2 by 
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by fatellites of inferior luftre and dignity/' 
When his companion flopping him, protefts 
that the man in queftion knows nothing of 
thcfe matters. ** Oh then/* replies the other, 
*' he confines his knowledge perhaps mere- 
ly to our own planet, where doubtlefs much 
matter is afforded for refle&ion, — T^bire^ 
however, matter of the hiftorical, geogra- 
phical, and political world, be can give ac- 
count of all the difcoveries, revolutions, and 
productions, contained in thofe four conti- 
nents at leaft, which compofe this terraque- 
ous GLOBE; ^and leavjing out marine enqui- 
ries — it is from bim we mutt hope to obtain 
the cleareft reafoning upon the diftindliohs 
made by nature and education betwixt man 

and man ; the caufe of their different co- 
lours, and their fo fudden, or fometimes 
filent lapfes from perfedion to decay. His 
information now would be above all times 
defirable, as we are yet much perplexed 
concerning fome cuttoms of the old inhabit 
i tants 
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fants of China ; and it would be well for 
him at his leifure hours, to collate fome ob« 
fcure paflages of the Veidam with the Edda, 
&c." When this topic is exhaufted, and 
others examined in turn, and the friend 
finds out that the gentleman pafiihg by knew 
the WORLD only as a fruiterer in St James's 
ftreet is capable of knowing it — from repeat- 
edly bearing the debts, intrigues, connec* 
tions, and fituations of a few fafhionable 
gentlemen and ladies, he ends the dialogue 
in difguft, that a creature fuperior, as he 
obferves, in no mental qualification to the 
chairman who carries him home from his 
club of an evening, fhould thus be celebntt- 
ed for fo fublime a fcience as knowledge of 

the WORLD. 

Let me not clofe this article without pro- 
tefting that I never read the dialogue in my 
life but once, above thirty years ago, and 
that I only quote the turn of it, and muft 
not be expeded to remember words, or even 

C c 3 periods. 
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periods. My imitation would be then tqtat 
great a difgrace to his name whom I was 
early inftrud:ed to hold in the higheft vene-r 
ration : The defign was too ftriking to be 
ever forgotten, and for the defign alone do I 
mean to be anfwerable ; — 'twas donp . by me 
jnerely to gratify my recolle£tipn pf , paft 
times and ftudies, whilft it ferved well 
enough befides to bring in our fynonymy. , 
Mn Harris dplighted much in writing 
jdialogues, Thofe at theend of JDayid Sim- 
pie are his, and exqqifite are they in theif 
kind. There arc fome in the world of' hig 
andFloyer Sydenham's both,I believe, which 
have never been printed certai^ly-Trperbai«^ 
aever deftrpyed# ' ^ i 


\ 


Worth, 
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WORTH, PRICE, INTRINSIC VALUE, 


. / 


^ . ' o m^mmmm 


ARE not as near fyrionymy as they are 
wiihed* to be — many commedities being 
ibid and bought at prices above or below 
their intrinsic value from the mere 
caprice or particular tafte of their purchafer: 

• « * 

•which in Italy is prettily enough termed — 
\Pre^z6 (TAffetto. Sapphires, for example, 
*are of more intrinsic value than eme- 
ralds ; — beCaufe they approach nearer in 
liardnefs to a diamond, and likewife becaufc 
they pofl^fs a powder of attrafting certain 
light fubft^nces which the other gems do 
not : thirdly, becaufe chymifts have a way 
to difcharge the colour, fo as to impofe 
on lapidaries, and making them believe it 
a diamond, fell it for more dill than it is 
really worth ; though he muft indeed 
have little fkill in gqms, that will be fo 
, C c 4 taken 
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taken into the net If, however, I am making 
up a fct of jewels, like Maria Therefa's fa- 
mous nofegay, and am in want ofjfali^ not 
flowers ; 'tis natural enough for me to pay 
a better price for emeralds than fapphires^ 
of which my number and quantity is alrear 
dy complete for the work. 

We have named here perhaps the only 
things which can boaft intrinsic value, 
unlefs gold in ingots or uncoined wedges 
may be added ; for the worth even of 
money itfelf fludtuates daily in our own 
ftate, and every one knows that there are 
times and places in which gold is of no ufe, 
and confequently of no value whatever^ 
Even genius bears a different price in one 
age from another, while Milton's Paradife 
Loft, brought the author for his copy-right, 
only twenty pounds. Beauty, courage, 
wifdom and virtue are however of undoubt^ 
ed and ii^trinsic valuj:; fince a man 
fo endowed, would pafs bis life on a defo- 

late 
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late iflandy in complete folltude, better than 
one who was wanting in any of thofe per- 
fedtions. And thofe have been but light ob- 
fervew, who will cavil at the utility of the 
Jirjl ;— ^a little recoUeftion foon convincing 
ns^ that a mean or diminutive, a feqble or 
deformed body, could never endure the 
labour of providing for its own neceffitie^ 
^^hile ftrength and agility (beft fecured by 
harmony of proportion,) is beyond aU 
things neceifary to the chafe of favage ani^ 
mals, the fupporting fatigue, and the reno- 
vation of health and fpirits after exerting 
them to wearinefs. Such qualities are of 
real worth in every fituation humanity 
can be placed in; but no price can ever 
obtain them. 


WORTHY, 
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I '■' ' ^ WORTHyf-ESTIMABLE/'- 


r *' /* 


THESE agreeable adjeifiives arefynony'-. 
mous, chiefly when ' applied to charaders, 
not things, and are the epithets' very, cora- 
jnonly and very I juftly beftowjpd,^ not - bii; 
herpesyj patriotsjorfdmariti^J loyerspbut . on 
pur * old. Englifh country gentleman, whofc 

life afFords happily, few opportunities of 
exerting prodigies of valour, or burfting 
out into fudden efFufions of genius ;— but 
from its even and temperate courfe is per-« 
^ haps particularly favourable to : that *fteady 
and honoural^lp ^con^udl^ that^ truly :esti* 
MABLE and WORTHY difpofition,^ which 

Ik 

never glowing up into enthufiaftic fervour 
of liberality, is yet incapable of degenerat-^ 
ing into meannefs, or fufFering a bafc: 
action to infedt their family, — while their 

. notion of patriotifm coqfifting chiefly *ia 

preferving 


^' ^ 
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t 

preserving themfelves from dependence on 

' a«iy defcrlption of men, that fo they may 

nevier be at call of a fadion, they ktt]^ 

>^hat talents they pofFefs ready for the ufe-i 

-ful fervice of their king and country : like 
that good old Sir John St. Aubyn, whofe 
^ame was ballotted into every committee, 
at ? time when party rage ran higheft ia 
Great Britain, and opinions, though fo 
greajtly divided, met in one point at leaft ; 
that of acknowledging his charadter and be- 
haviour to have been in every body's eyes 
equally £stimA9L£ and worthy. 


* • 


^ 


^ TiV^RACK, WRECK, RACK 


' FOREIGNERS fhould-be careful not to 
miilake, or mifufe thefe words, fancying 
them fynonymous ; for though the deriva- 
tion Is nearly the fame, and all mean break- 
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ing, or being hraken as the old Englifh 
language cxprefles it, we appropriate the 
firft words chiefly now, if not entirely, to 
the clouds, when a great ftorm or land tem- 
peft is coming on, and even the brutes ap- 
pear to expedt what is about to befall them ; 
when the countryman calls home his cattle, 
obferving how the wrack rides before the 
wind, and the fheep quit the hills from 
fear. The fecond fubftantive is exprefllivc 
of a fhip bulging with weight of watera, 
ilriven on a rock that fplits her hulk, and 
rendering her unable to refill the waves, 
incapacitates her likewife from yielding to 
their violence, by toffing up and down 
with her former graceful motion j and 
leaves her half fixed, and ftruggling with 
her fate, a fad, a hopelefs wreck. 

The laft word upon the lift means broken 

bones and tortures, which 'tis to be hoped 

will never more be ufed in our quarter of 

. the globe j which although it looks oq maf- 

facre 
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facre and murder with fomewhat more of 
aftonifliment than juft indignation^ — has yet 
in thefe latter times contented its barbarity 
wkh fevering the limbs after death — not be- 
fore: — and whilft it tamely endures the 
fwift-fpeeding guillotine, aboliflies all quef^ 
thn^^SLtid banifhes the rack. 


TO WRANGLE, TO DISPUTE, TO ALTERCATE; 


ARE furcly not fynonymous; the firft 
and laft are hateful words, I think, while 
the fecond verb upon our lift's a noble one. 
Were all dispute, all argument annihi- 
lated, falfehood would foon ufurp the fove- 
reignty, and truth with Aftrea return to 
her native fkies. Meantime an innate dif- 
pofition towards wrangling is the bane 
of knowledge, and a torment to focicty ; he 
who controverts every point, and delights 
in making trifles the fubjed of alterca- 

TION* 


r 
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TiON (f6r the noun is in commoner ufif 
than the verb) ; he who believes nothing 
he cannot prove, or refufes aflent to his 
own fenfes, for the pleafure of wran- 
gling other men out of theirs, is wor/e 
than the Indians, who fay the world is fet 
iirm upon an elephant's back. — ^Ail'd oti wKat 
does the elephant ftand I Why on a toF- 
toife. And on what does the tortoife ftand ? 
— / cannot tell. Such reafoners as thefe^ 
though perhaps lefs deep than candid, are 
better than fome of our modern philolb- 
phers, who removing aiVay both elephanf 
and tortoife, declari^ their doubts whether 
the world exift^ at all ; and feave all things 
dubious, ' fa ve their own delight in wran- 
gling, and defire of cerebrity as disput- 
ants. The ancients however feft our. con- 
temporaries little to improve tipotl even in 
tbif art, and Hume is riot a neater fophifl: 
thin FrotagOraS, \vIio in a controverfy be* 
t^een himfelf and^his difcipfe, bafflccf thtf 

judges 
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judges 'as* old ftory tells, Vith a dilemma^ 
jiot ill woitli ;repeatirig. A rich young 
man, Evathlus by name, defired to learu 
his method of puzzling caufes, and paying 
him half the fum agreed upon, at firft j 
promifed him the other half when he ihould 
have gained his firft caufe. When the tjmc;: 
of ftudy was paft, Evathlus, called away Xo 
•fome other employment, "forbore pleading 
in ;the. courts ; ' and Protagoras,' vweary ,of 
waiting, fued him for the money, — urging 
this (as he hoped) unanfwerable argument* 
Either I gain my caufe, and you Evathlusf 
will be condemned to pay j . or you having 
gained it, will be obliged to pay, according 
to the original terms of our agreement. 

But the young man having learned to 
WRANGLE as well as' his niafter, foon re- 

torted vLpon him 'the following dilemma. 

• '♦.*•'' •* 

' Either >' the 'judgesMifcharge'. me, and oF 

courfe the 'debt is* made void ; or they con- 
£emn me, by ; which event I equally fave 


^WC*" 
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my money ; for being condemned to lofe, 
I have clearly not gained my firft caufe. 

*Tis faid that the matter remained ever 
undecided ; yet from this perhaps^ the young 
men obtaining the firft mathematical honours 
at Cambridge are termed wranglers. 


u— 1. 


TO WREST, TO DISTORT, TO PERVERT, 


IF meant of language naturally erfiJl^gh 
follow the laft article, yet will ignorance 
often ihow powers of this kind, as plainly 
as fcience herfelf. Newfpapers, magazines 
and other periodical publications, are fur- 
prizingly Ikilful in the art of distorting 
metaphor, and perverting in. its turn 
every figure of grammar and rhetoric ; nor 
v^ould it be difficult to wrest all their 
common places into a fhort paflTage by lefs 

violence 
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violence than they are daily doing to their 
mother tongue, were we to fay in imitation 
of a herd of novel-writers, Ricardo wa» 
a young fellow of fine hopes^ and made it 
his point to cut a figure in \ht treqfury line. 
His uncle being a man who faw things in 
a right light, undertook to put his boy upon 
as reJpeBable a foot as any of his young 
companions of the fame fiamp ; — on this 
bead therefore, little more needs be under- 
flood, than that Ricardo under fucb circum- 
fiances was very happy, and foon drew 
afi^- the bright eyes of Mifs Julia, daugh- 
ter to his uncle's friend, a man of the fame 
defcription — a rough diamond, but who, &c. 
Of fuch twitted, fuch distorted, fuch dif- 
located language, every morning's literary 
hafli prefents us an example: nor is it 
neceflaiT to look in print for thefe ftored 
up allufions; every compting-houfe exhi- 
Kts choice of metaphor, beyond all that 
Sanchq's proverbs can pretend to j and I 
VOL. II. D d once 
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r 

once was witnefs to a converfation of that 

kind, where a ftring of disjointed meto- 

til 
nymy fent me out of the room to laugh, 

when I had heard what follows. 

f 

** Milo is expc£led to become a bank- 
rupt foon, — have you endeavoured to get 
that money from him which is owing to 
our houfe ?'* 

Anf. " Why, fir, that fellow did run up^ 
$n a rope to be fure, till at length he came 
to a Jland'Jlill ; and they fay will now very 
ioonjlick in the mud : when I heard that, 
being determined to Jlrikc a great Jlrokt^ 
you may be fure I thought it proper to 
purge him pretty bri/kly ; but finding that 
the gray mare was the better borfe^ 1 re- 

4 ' 

folved to wait till this morning, and then 
begin ta plough with the heifer; which I 
fhall mofl certainly fet about diredly tooth 
and naiL^^ 

This jargon, -fvliich I defy a folitary fcho- 
lar to conflrae, meant only that^ Mila had 

t)€eQf 
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been expenfive, and was in confequence of 

« 

his extravagance expected to flop payment : 
that the clerk had tormented him for the 
money, but that Milo leaving his pecu- 
niary afiairis in the hand of his wife, the 
clerk refolved to call on her next mornings 
and either fright or pcrfuade her to difcharge 
the debt, by every method in his power. 


=» 


vearly, annua L- 


*rHESE words make fomewhat of an 
exception to our general rule of preferring 
tather the word of Latin, than the word of 
Saxon derivation : when two terms nearly 
fynonymous offer to our choice, the firft of 
thefe is the moft elegant, I think, annual 
being fomewhat foiled by perpetual ufc 
among traders, lawyers, public offices, and 
the like : whilft yearly has in fome mea- 

D d a f urc 
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fure acquired dignity from the mentioning 
it in treaties, conventions, and above all 
in facred writ, where the yearly facrifice 
imprefles one with reverence. They are 
not fynonymbus however, for this adverb 
cannot turn fubftantive as does the other, 
when a gardener calls certain plants annu- 
als, a word now accepted into the lan- 
guage, and ufed in oppofition to perennials 
both in books and converfation, I believe, 
whereas, it formerly- had its bell exiftence 
in an inferior form, when Pope faid fo 
beautifully. 

Annual for me, the grape, the rofc renew. 
The juice nccflarcGus, and the balmy dew. 


TO 
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TO YIELD, TO CEDE, TO SUBMIT, 
TO SURRENDER. 


DOCTOR Johnson would fcarcely have 
endared to read even the lift of words that 
I have given to this article, as nearly fyno- 
nymous ; the fecond of them being a new- 
ly introduced one, to which innovation he 
would not, I think, have contentedly SUR- 
RENl^BRED his judgment, or submitted 
his opinion : yet it is fo neat a word, fo 
elegant, fo eafily underftood as being of 
Roman original ; and I am fo defirous of 
implanting a preference of thofe to the Teu- 
tonic phrafes, that I can hardly perfuade 
myfclf to YIELD even to the arguments I am 
well aware he would have ufed. Speaking 
of iflands given up by one nation to ano- 
ther, when peace is made, what word can 
be fo proper to call them by, as the iflands 
newly ceded to Great Britain ? The verbs 

however are not fynonymous j we fay^^ Will 

Dd3 ' the 
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the French yield or no ? will they sub-» 
MIT when they fee their nation's wicked- 
nefs provoke all Europe into league againft 
them ? or will they give a proof againft 
themfelves ? — in as much ^s we ve morally 
fure no king would thus furvey his mutilated 
empire with mad indifference, but, r^coUed:- 
ing his own and his fon*$ intere(|: in tHc 
country, favp what remained ip time, be-r , 
fore all power pf renovation ihpuld be loft ; ' 
while thefe men having na other means of 
tranfmitting their names to ppfterity, go on 
^11 adual ruin overwlielms them, and xn*r- 
ftead of CEDING fome places to purchafe 
quiet poffeffion of the reft, drive forward 
till they become forced to surrender 
wholly at their incenfed enemy's (iifcretion, 
perhaps to fee their native land divided — if 
not 4eftroyed : — and thi$ is done under the 
jnafk of patriotifm, in good time ! and pure 
love of their country ! 

What a perverfion of language ! 

ZANY, 
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2ANY, JACK-PUDDEN, BUFFOON, 
MERRY-ANDREW. 


^ A 


THE third of thcfe is the true and tran* 

• • • \ 

fcendental word, for which all the reft are 

r • • 

mere familiar appellatives. Our two firft 
arie more nearly related than they think for, 
as I believe zani is of Venetian etymo- ' 
logy ; Skinner himfelf derives it from Gio- 

« - « * 

vanni, but forgets to fay that thofe who 
firfl: ufed the laft fyllable as a tender abbrc- 
viation by the grammatical figure aphae* 
refis, were natives of that diftrid whofe 
gentle inhabitants foften every thing into 
a Aiding pronunciation, delighting to call 
San Giorgio, Sanzorzo ; the Judaica, la Zue- 
ca ; with a thoufand more. Buffoonery too 
is in its higheft perfection at Venice, and 
their ZANi, Pagliazzo, or Macaroni, is far 

Dd4 lefs 
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Icfe grofsly diverting than our Englifli 

JACK-PUDDEN, the ScOtch MERRY-AN- 
DREW, or French jean-pot age. One 
of the papers in Addifon's Speftator tells us 
how every nation calls, their Buffo by the 
name oi fome favourite difh ; they call him 
likewife by the name moft familiar in con- 
vcrfatipn — Jack or Pierrot^ or as we did 
Tony^ when Anthony was a commoner 
name than now — and zani is as near to 
John as Hans is, which we know comes 
from Johannes^ as zani from zoanni, 
corrupted zani. Our Britifh critic how- 
ever, thinks that Macaroni, Potage, and 
Pudden, are the merry fellows' names, be- 
caufe they are excellent for repairing the 
fpirits no doubt, and animating that lan- 
guor, which once permitted to faften upon 
the mind, quits it no more ; but taking 
firm hold of a favourite foil, exerts thofe 
powers of reprodudion, once falfely afcribed 
to leady fymbol of dulnefe in the mineral 

world-— 
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world — where mercury makes the oppoiite ; 
^ in the focial world — mirth. 

While fuch is life, how happy are thofe 
countries where people who have a mind to 
laugh, laugh as in Italy, at ZANi, or Polid^ 
nello^ inftead of deriding with bitternefs the 
foibles of their neighbours, heightening rail* 
lery into ridicule, and making men no way 
de£k:ient in virtue or in learning, from fome 
trifling fault in their perfons or drefs per-« 
haps, 

A proper figure for the hand of Scorn 
To point his flow and moving finger at t 


ZEALOUS, EARNEST, IMPORTUNATE, 


ARE words and qualities very nearly 
allied in fynonymy, though we never sufe 
the laft of them at all j till our friends and 
advifers grow too zeajlovs for civil endur- 

ance« 
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ane«» aod too « ar^t^^t nottobc jcxjccfllvcly 
iToublefome. Nothing, caa be a more t\U 
dept breach of good manners, th^ the im.« 
paRT¥^ATE prefiing a comp^ion to do 
any thmg that he has twice refufed, although 
ai^f^e^tly for his b^dEit or pleafure, not 

> 

OUT: oyvHi: follditing one's friend to eat, drink, 
dmWj ri4^, fing,. or the likp. 

Some ill-bred peopl? dp, however, carry; 
their dyabrefling vehcp^^nce ftill fur^Jie/, urg- : 
ing thofe who come unluckily within the ^ 
fcope of their pretended regard — to buy or 
fell eftates ^ to .marry, or forbear marrying, 
as fults the folicitor's notion of his neigh- 
bour's intereft, or of general propriety. Nor, 
can the beft-informed Romanifts readily 
prevail upon themfelves to forhear ftrong 
and E A R N E s T^ though often very ill-timed, 
ayid worfe managed, exhortations to mem- 
l)ers of any Chriftijin church— not their own 
-r-fpr a ehange of opinion indifpenfablc as 
they think it to our future felicity, Nor 

• arc 
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art thefc fplfcaij^tioiiB wholly • difintcreftccj, - . 
pr^ as I yrOul<)r fam ha¥€ hoped they weie^ . 
merely ZEALop 3 : while many moral faults, . 
faults I mean committed againft morality^ 
are by them fuppofed to receive free pardon 
in conifeqiletice of one profelyte made t)Ver, 

— not to 'C&riftianity ; but from one fefl: of 

""* * * 
Chriftians^to another— Vain imagination ! 
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^QNE, QliirfLE; CIRCUIT, BOUNDARY, LlMl*: 




1' . J < , 


ri^Q<a GIRDLE round about the earth 
tn JSStty minutes. 

" SA1!^:S.'?Nirnbia Puck^ Ih the MldTamtner' 
NightV Dream: but Ober6n fpafcd him the 
oftpfo^fiielit, rcdoHeding probably, that' it 
w'as akeady put there, smd known by name 
of the tortrid zone, which' certainly does- 
form ist ciitGUiT, binding our terraqueouft^ 
globe, and fixing from its middle liae called 

the 
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the equator, degrees of Utitude, and juft 
LIMITS, whence menfuration of fpace, if 
not of time too, may be taken. 

Utquc duse deztra ccelum totidemque finiftri 
Parte fecant zoMSf quinta eft ardentior illis i 
Sic onus inclttfum numero diftinxit eodcm^ 
Cura Pei ; totidemque plagae tellure premuntur* 

But though the five zones slOl as boun-» 
DARIES without doubt, the words are by 
no means fynonymous; a lady's girdi«e, 
or fafli, may jeftingly be called her zone, 
perhaps in allufion to antiquity and poetic 

• • 

ufage ; but we fay the limits of an empire, 
the BOUNDARIES of a parifh, and tell how 
Lord Anfon or Captain Cook made the 
CIRCUIT of the globe. 

Meantime, fince that portion of the hea^ 
vens which prefents itfelf to our obfcirvation, 
and that earth which is given us to inhabit, 
are all circumfcribed by fome. limits, and 
iubjeded to ' fbme regular yoVNDAi^iES >; 
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not to be pafled without danger of confu- 
(ion and diforder, fatal to the whole aftro- 
nomic world : let us never ceafe to wonder 
at thofe writers who encourage the prefent 
race of political madmen in their frenzy, 
and feem to enjoy as fport the confequences 
of a mania, new in its appearance, danger- 
ous in its fy mptoms, dreadful in its efFedg 
upon the moral world ; — a frenzy which 
profefles, as thofe very writers acknowledge, 
** openly to avow, what once it was daring 
but to think upon ;'* while the fame author 
fays moft truly, moft folemnly, mod fub- 
limely, — " That the minds of men are in 
piovement from the Boryfthenes to the At- 
lantic — that obfcure murmurs gather and 
fwell into a tempeft — that what but an in- 

ftant before feemed firm, and fpread for 
many a league like a floor of folid marble, 
at once with a tremendous noife gives way ; 
long fiflures fpread in every direftion, and 
2 the 
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the air rcfounds with the clalh of floating 
fragments which every hour are broken 
from the mafs.'* Yet does this fame author 
counfel the continuance of that conduct 
which {hatters thus, and thus endeavours to 
confound God's fair creation, while it de- 
nies his providence, 

" Go (?//," fays flie, ^^ generous Tiation! be 
our models go on to dejlroy the empire of 
prejudices^ that empire of gigantic Jbadows^ 
which are formidable only while they are 
not attacked. The genius of philofophy is 
vs^alking abroad." — But I will tranfcribe no 
more. 

Terrified with this new flaming Phaeton 
that thus seftuates the temperate, as the fun 
never heated even the torrid zone, with 
lacrilegioiis fury, I can but deprecate the; 
hour when chaftifement fhail aflfume its 
right, and long endurance end in exemplary 
punifhment — An hour which as expcdants 

8 * of 
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• • • 

of the dreadful fcene/ while mankind fear, 
they muft hope too : for if it never flxould 
arrive, worfe will enfue. — - A geniui is 
abroad; the gfeflius of • akiarchy^ obfcurity 
and barbarifm. 


She com^s, ihe comes ! the fable throne behold 
Of Night primaeval and of Chaos old ! 
Before her, fancy's gilded clouds decay. 
And all its varying rainbows fade away. 
Wit (hoots in vain its momentary fires, 

The meteor falls, and in a flafli expires. 
As one by one at dread Medea's ftrstn, 
The ficVning ftars fade off th' ethereal plain | 
As Argus' eyes, by Hermes' wamd oppreft, 
Clos'd one by one to everlafting reft ; 
Thus at hcT felt approach, and fecret might. 
Art after art goes out 5. and a^U is, night. 
Sec fkulking Truth to her pld cavern fled. 
Mountains of cafuiftry heaped o'er her head i 
Philofophy, which lean'd on Heav'n before. 
Shrinks to her fecond caufe, and is no more } 
Religion blufhing veils her f^cred fires, 
And unawares Morality expires. 

Nor 
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Kor pnUic fizme, nor private dares to ihiiic. 
Nor human (park Uleft^ nor gUmpfe dhrinc* 
Lo I tbj dread empire^ Chaos, isreftor^d, 
Ught dies before Aj nncreating word^ 
Thy hand, great amarch ! lets the curtain fall^ 
And umffial daiknefs buries aIL-« 
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